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THE

TRUE SPOUSE OF JESUS CHRIST.

CHAPTER 1.

On the excellence of virginity consecrated to
God, in the religious state.

1. Virgins who have the happiness of
dedicating themselves to the love of Jesus
Christ, by consecrating to him “the lily” of
their purity are, in the first place, as dear to
God as his Angels. “They shall,” says the
Redeemer, “be like the Angels of God in
heaven.” (Matt. 22. 30.) Such is the imme-
diate fruit of the virtue of chastity. Hence,
St. Ambrose says, that ‘whoever preserves
this virtue i1s an Angel, and that whoever
violates it 1s a demon.” (St. Am. lib. de offic.)
Baronius relates (anno 490 num. 23 in comp.)

that when a certain virgin called Georgia, was
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on the point of death, a great multitude of
doves were seen hovering about her; that,
when her body was brought to the Church,
they flew to that part of the roof which corres-
ponded with the place of the corpse, and
remained there till after the interment. By
all who saw them, these doves were regarded
as Angels paying respect and homage to the
body of the virgin. Chastity is justly styled
an angelic and celestial virtue.  Because,
says St. Ambrose, this virtue has ascended
even to the heavens, and thence taken an
example to be imitated on earth; and because,
in heaven, the residence of its spouse, it is
practised in all its perfection. (Lib. de virg.)
2. Besides, whoever consecrates her vir-
ginity to Jesus Christ, becomes his spouse.
“I have,” says St. Paul, espoused you to
one husband, that I may present you as a chaste
virgin to Christ.” (2 Cor. xi. 2.) 1 have pro-
mised to present to Jesus Christ your souls as
so many chaste spouses.  The Redeemer,
whenever he speaks of virgins, calls himself
their spouse, but when he speaks of others,
he calls himself Master, Pastor or Father.
Hence that elegant verse of St. Gregory
Nazianzen, “and chaste virginity is adorned
by Christ her spouse.” These espousals are
perfected in faith. ¢ And I will espouse thee
to me in faith.” (Osee. 2. 20.) Jesus Chnst
has in a special manner, merited for mankind
the gift of virginity, and is therefore followed
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“Tue True Spouse oF Jesus Curist.”—This work has
been translated into German ; many editions of it have been
published in that language, as well as in the Italian. It is
regarded as a complete collection of all the author has written,
in his various works, on religious perfection.—Life of Blessed
Liguori, by M. Jeancard, Missionary of Provence, published in
Lyons, 1820, p. 566.
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affections of the heart, more than in the know-
ledge of the understanding.” In human sci-
ences, knowledge excites love; but, in the
science of the saints, love produces know-
ledge. He that loves God most, knows Him
best. Besides, it is not lofty and fruitless
conceptions, but works that unite the soul to
God, and make her rnich in merits before the
Lord.
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THE AUTHOR’S NOTICE.

Tais work, as appears from the title, is in-
tended particularly for Nuns. However, only
a small portion of it is directed exclusively to
them ; the remainder, but especially what re-
gards the observance of the vows of religion,
regular discipline, and the perfection of the
religious state, is equally suited to Religious
of all denominations ; and what regards the
Christian virtues, will be found highly useful
even for Seculars.

To each chapter I have annexed prayers
replete with pious affections, knowing that
such prayers are very acceptable to Religious
who seek perfection. For, as St. Denis, the

Areopagite says, ¢ divine love consists in the
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