ent the fallowing Recipe,

met with

iUaliy

called

is

it

"

the Plague;"

l

" Keep

which

ac^

(

i

in anold Manafcript Book,

A mod
and

excellent Medicine

at

the

Bottom

is

this

your Life, aBove all worldly
tre ; in Time of Plague (under God) truil
i,
for there was never Man, Woman, or
chat
this

it

this as

deceived."

Time, when

'arts,

the Plague rages in difand perhaps may foon make nearer

aches to as, I thought
ubiick
it

in y
J

it

my Duty

to

make
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was about the Beginning of

Sep-

among

the

tember i66^^

that

I,

my

Reft of

Neighbours, heard in
ordinary Difcourfe, that the Plague

was

returned aga.in in Holland ; for

had been very violent there, and
particularly at Amflerdam and Roterdamjin the Year i66s. whether they fay, it was
brought, fome faid from /?(2/y, others from the
'vant among fome Goods, which were brought
home by their Turkey Fleet,- others faid it was
brought from Candia; others from Cyprus. It
mattered not, from whence it come; but all agreed, it was come into Holland again.
We had no fuch thing as printed News Papers in thofe Days, to fpread Rumours and Reports of Things; and to improve them by the
it

Invention of
iinee.

Men,

as

I

have

But fuch things

B

as

liv'd to fee pradtis'd

thefe

were gather'd
from

1

MEMO

I

11^ of

Merchants, and others, who
correfponded abroad, and from them was handed
about by Word of Mouth oniyi fo that things
did not fpread inftantly over the whole Nation,
But it feems that tk^ Governas they do now.
ment had a true Account of it, and feveral Counfels were held about Ways to prevent its coming
over J but all was kept very private. Hence ic
was, that this Rumour died off" again, and People began to forget, it, as a thing we were very
little concerned in, and that we hoped was not
true ; till the latter End of Novemhr, or the Be-

from the Letters

of:

ginning of December 166
when two Men, faid
to be French-men, died of the Plague in Long
Acre, or rather at the upper End of Drury Lane,
The Family they were in, endeavour'd to conceal it as

much

ten fome

Vent

but as it had got;
Difcourfe of the Neighbourhood, the Secretaries of State gat Knowledge of it. And concerning themfelves to iriquirie
about it, in order to be certain of the Truth,
two Phyficians and a Surgeon were ordered to
go to the Houfe, and make Infpe6tion. This
they did; and finding evident Tokens of the
Sicknefs upon both the Bodies that were dead,
they gave their Opinions publickly, that they
died* of the Plague : Whereupon ic was given in
to the Parifh Clerk, and he alfo returned them
to the Hall ; and ic was printed in the weekly
Bill of Mortality in the ufiial manner, thus.
as poffible

in the

The People fhew'd a great Concern at this,
and began to be allarm'd all over the Town,
and the more, becaufe in the laft Week in Decmkr i66^i another Man died ia the fame
Houfe

7

i

the
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Houfe, and of the fame Diftemper : And then
we were eafy again for about fix Weeks, when
none having died with any Marks of Infedion,
it was faid, the Diftemper was gone; but after
that, I think it was about the 1 2th of February^
another died in another Houfe, but in the fame
Parifii, and in the fame manner.
This turn'd the Peoples Eyes pretty much towards that End of the Town i and the weekly
Bills (hewing an Encreafe of Burials in St. Giles's
Parifli mote than ufual, it began to be fufpeded,
that the Plague was among the People at that
End of the Town j and that many had died of it,
tho' they had taken Care to keep it as much
from the Knowlege of the Publick, as poffible:
This poflefs'd the Heads of the People very much,
and few car'd to go thro' Drury-Lane, or the
other Streets fufpeded, unlefs they had extraor^
dinary Bufinefs, that obliged

This Encreafe of the

them to

it.

Bills ftood thus; the

uNumber of Burials in a Week, in the Pariflies
of St. Giles's in the Fields, and St. Andrew's Holborn were from 12 to 17 or ip each few more
or iefs ; but from the Time that the Plague firfl
fual

began

in St. Giles's Parifli, it

was

the ordinary Burials encreafed in
For Exampky
dcrabiy.

From

P^c. 27thtOj?^zK.

3. St.

St.

^an.

Jiin.

3.

to

10^ to

obferv^d, that

Number confi-

Giles's

—^16

Andrew's

10. St.

Giles's

St.

Andrew'

17. St.

Giles's

1

——12
—
-25

—

Sc. Andrew's'

18

18

^

Fronv

5
25
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Vtortijan. ij, to Jan. 2^, St.
St.

Jan. 24. to

30. to

—
Fd.

3 1.

7'

St.

of
Giles's

—23'

Andrew's"--^ 16
Giles's^

St.

Andrew's

St.

Giles's

—

*

-24
1

—21

St. Andrew's

Feb.

7.

to

14. St.

Giles's

-23

'—24

whereof one of the Plague

m

The like Encrcafe of the Bills was obferv'd
the Parifhes of St. Brides^ adjoining on one Side
of Holbortt Parifli, and in the Parifh of St. James
Clarkenwell, adjoining on the other Side ot Holborn ; in both which Pariflies the ufual Numbers
that died weekly, were from 4 to 6 or 8, whereas at that time they

From

were

increased, as follows.

Dec, 20. to Dec. 27. St. Brides-^
St.

Dec

27. to

Jan.

3. St. Brides

St.

jf/ia.

3.

to

—

lo. St. Brides-^ 11
St.

Jan. 10. to

o

—8
—6
James — 9

James

James—- 7

17. St. Brides

— 12

St.James-^ 9
Jan*

17. to

24. St.
St.

Jan, 24. to

—

Brides^ 9
James 1

—

31. St. Brides-^ 8
Sr.

James

—

1

From

s

V

the
from Jan.

L
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Felr.

31. to

7.

St-

F^^.

7.

^

to

5

St.Brides''>^i$

James'^

5

— 12
James — ^

I4f St, Brides
St.

it was obferv*d with great Unby the People, that the weekly Bills in
general encreas'd very much during thefe Weeks,
altho' it was at a Time of the Year, when ufual'-

Befidcs this,

eafinefs

ly the Bills are very

The

ufual

Number

moderate.
of Burials within the Bills

of Mortality for a Week, was from about 240
or thereabouts, to 300.
The laft was efteem'd a
pretty high Bill ; but after this we found the Bills
fucceffively encreafing, as follows.

?7. to the 3 Jait,
January 3. to the 10.
10. to the 17.
17. to the 24.

This

—

Increafed

Buried api.

Dec. the JO. to the 27th,

——
—
^

349.
394.

474.

—
— 58
— 45
— 21
—

59

was really frightfiil, being a
higher Number than had been known to have
been buried in one Week, fince the prcceeding
laft

Bill

Vifitation of 1^5 6",

However, all
Weather proving

went

off again, and the
and the Froft which be*
gan in December, ftill continuing very fevere, even
till near the End of February, attended with fharp
tho' moderate Winds, the Bills decreased again,
and the City grew healthy, and every body began

to look

this

cold,

upon the Danger as good

as over j only
the Burials in St. Gi/^/s continued high:
From the Beginning oi April efpecially they ftood
at 25 each Week, till the Week from the i8th to
the 35 th, when there was buried in St, Giles*

that

ftill

B

3

Pari&

6

ME

Parifli 30,

whereof two of the Plague, and 8 of

M O

I

R

S

of

the Spotted- Feaver, which was look'd upon as the
fame thing ; likewife the Number that died of
the Spoctcd-Feaver in the whole increafed, being
8 the Week before, and 12 the Week above-

named.
This alarm'd us all again, and terrible Apprcheniions were among the People, efpecially the
Weather being now chang'd and growing warm,and
being at Hand
However, the next
feem'd to be fome Hopes again, the
Bills were low, the Number of the Dead in all
was but 388, there was none of the Plague, and
but four of the Spotted- Feaver.
But the following Week it return'd again, and
the Diflemper was fpread into two or three
other Pariihes (jyix,.) St. Andrew's' Holhorn, St. C/emem's-Danes, and to the great Afflidion of the
City* one died within the Wails, in the Parifli of
St' Mary- Wool- Church, that is to fay, in Bearbinderlane near the Stocks-market ; in all there was nine of
It
the Plague, and fix of the Spotted- Feaver.
\vas however upon Inquiry found, that this Frenchpian who died in Bear^inder-lane, was one who
having liv'd in Long-Acre^ near the infe<^ed Houfes,
had removed for fear of the Diflemper, not knowing that he was already infeded.
This was the beginning of May, yet the Weather was temperate, variable and cool enoughand People had flill lome Hopes : That which en$:ourag'd them was, that the City was healthy,
the whole py Parifhes buried but 54, and we began to hope, that as it was chiefly among the
People at that End of the Town, it might go no
farther ; and the rather, becaufe the next Week
which was from the pth of May to the i (5th there
^je4 t)ut three, of whiph apt pn^ within the whole

the Summer
Week there

:

the
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City or Liberties, and St.Andre'(US buried but 15,
which was very low '*Tis true. Sc. Giles's buried
two and thirty, but ftill as there was but one of
the Plague, People began to be eafy, the whole
Bill alfo was very low, for theWeek before, the Bill
was but 347, and the Week above-mentioned but
343 We continued in thefe Hopes for a few Days,
But it was but for a few j for the People were no
more to be deceived thus j they fearcht cheHoufes,,
a.nd found that the Plague was really fpread every
way,and that many died of it every Day So that
now all our Extenuations abated, and it was no
more to be concealed,nay it quickly appeared that
the Infedion had fpread it felf beyond all Hopes o£.
Abatement ; that in the Parifh of St. Giles's^ it
:

:

:

was

gotten into feveral Streets, and feveral Famitogether ; And accordingly in the'
Weekly Bill for the next Week, the thing began to

lies lay all fick

was indeed but 14 fet down of
was all Knavery and Collufion, tor in St, Giles's Pariili they buried 40 in all,
whereof it was certain moft of them died of th$
Plague, though they were fet down of other Di-^
ftempers j and though the Number of all the Burials were not increafed above 3
and the whole
Bill being but 385, yet there was 14 of the Spotted- Feaver, as well as 14 of the Plague j and we
took^it for granted upon the whole, ,that there
was 50 died that Week of the Plague.
The next Bill was from the 23d of May to the
30th, when the Number of the Plague was 17:
But the Burials in St. Giles's were 53, a frightful
Number of whom they fet down but 9 of the
Plague
But on an Examination more ftridly by
the Juftices of the Peace, and at the Lord Mayor's
Requeft, it was found there were 20 more, who
were really dead of the Plague in that Parilh, but
B 4.
h»d
ihew

it felf

;

there

the Plague, but this

!

:
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bad been
other

fet

down

Diftempers,

of the Spotted- Feavcr

ot?

befides others concealed.

But thofe were trifling Things to what followed
immediately after ; for now the Weather fet in hot,
and from the firft Week in Jun^^ the Infection
fpread in a dreadful Manner, and the Bills rife
high, the Articles ot the Feaver, Spotted- Feaver,

and Teeth, began

to fwell

peal their Diflempcrsj

:

For all that could con-

did

it

to prevent their

Neighbours fhunning and refufing to converfe
with them and alfo to prevent Authority fiiutting up their Houfes, which though it was not
yet pradifed, yet was threatned, and People were
extremely terrify *d at the Thoughts of it.
The Second Week in June^ the Parifh of
St. Giles% where ftill the Weight oi the InfeSion
lay, buried 120, whereof though the Bills faid but
6% of the Plague ; every Body faid there had been
1 00 at leaft, calculating it from the ufual Number:
;

of Funerals in that Parifh as above.
Till this Week the City continued free, there
having never any died except that one Frenchman,

who

mention a before, within the vvhole 97 PaNow there died four within the City, one
in IVood /ireety one in Fenchurch fireet, and two in
Southwark was entirely free, haCrooked^lane
ving not one yet died on that Side of the Water.
I !iv*d without Aldgate about mid- way between
Aldgate Church and White-Chafpel- Bars, on the left
Hand or North-fide of the Street ; and as the
Diftemper had not reached to that Side of the City,
pur Neighbourhood continued very eafy
But at
I

rifties.

:

:

the other End of the Town, their Confternation
very great ; and the richer fort of People, efpecially the Nobility and Gentry, from the Weftpart of the City throng'd out of Town, with their
Families and Servants in an unufual Manner; and

was

thi^

was more

particularly feen

m White-Chapel

i

the
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to fay,the Broad-ftreet where I liv'd : Indeed
nothing was to be feen but Waggons and Carts,
that

is

with Goods, Women, Servants, Children, &c.
Coaches filled with People of the better Sort,
and Horfemen artending them, and all hurrying
away; then empty Waggons, andCarts appear'dand
Spare-horfcs with Servants, who it was apparent
were returning or fent from the Countries to fetch
more People : Befides innumerable Numbers of

Men

on Horfeback, fome alone, others with Serand generally fpeaking, all loaded with Baggage and fitted out for travelling, as anyone might
perceive by their Appearance.
This was a very terrible and melancholy Thing
to fee,and as it was a Sight which I cou'd not but
look on from Morning to Night for indeed there

vants,

,•

was nothing

elfe of

Moment

to be feen, it filled

me

with very ferious Thoughts of the Mifery that was
coming upon the City, and the unhappy Condition
of thofe that would be left in it.
This Hurry of the People was fuch for fome
Weeks, that there was no getting at the LordMayor's Door without exceeding Difficulty there
was fuch preffing and crouding there to get pafles
and Certificates of Health, for fuch as travelled
abroad i for without thefe, there was no being
admitted to pafs thro* the Towns upon the Road,
or to lodge in any Inn : Now as there had none
died in the City for all this time. My Lord Mayor
gave Certificates of Health without any Difficulty to all thofe who livM in the 97 Pariflies, and
fo thofe within the Liberties too for a while.
This Hurry, I fay, continued fome Weeks, that
Is to fay, all the Month of May and June, and the
more becaufc it was rumour'd that an order of
the Government was to be ilTued out, to place
Turn-pikes and Barriers on the Road, to prevent
Peoples
*,

;
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Peoples travelling; and that the Towns on the
Road, would not fuffcr People from London to pafs,
for fear of bringing the Infedion along with them,
though neither of thefe Rumours had any Foundation, but in the Imagination ; efpecially at firft.
I now began to confider ferioufly with my Self,
concerning my own Cafe, and how I fliouid difpofe of my felf ; that is to fay, whether I iliould
refolve to ftay in London^ or fiiut
flee,

as

up

many of my Neighbours

my Houfe
did.

I

and
have

down fo fully, becaufe I know
may be of Moment to thofe who come
after me, if they eome to be brought to the fame
Diftrefs, and to the fame Manner of making their
Choice and therefore I defire this Account may pafs

fet this particular

not but

it

with them, rather

ad

for

a Direction to themfelves to

by, than a Hiftory of my adings, feeing

it

may

not be of one Farthing value to them to note what
became of me.
I had two important things before mc ; the one
was the carrying on my Bufinefs and Shop

which was

confiderable,

my

and

in

which was em-

Effeds in the World ; and the other
was the Prefervation of my Life in fo difmal a
Calamity, as I faw apparently was coming upon
the whole City and which however great it was,
my Fears perhaps as well as other Peoples, reprefented to be much greater than it could be
The firft Confideration was of great Moment
to me ; my Trade was a Sadler^ and as my Dealings were chiefly not by a Shop or Chance Trade,
but among the Merchants, trading to the Englijb
Colonies in America, fo my Effeds lay very much
I was a fingle Man 'tis true,
in the hands of fuch.
but I had a Family of Servants, who I kept at
my Bufinefs, had a Houfe, Shop, and Ware-houfes
fili'd with Goods ; and in ftiort, to leave them all
as things in- fuch a Cafe muft be left, that is to
barked

all

;

the
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without any Overfeer or Perfon fit to be
trufted with them, had been to hazard the Lofs
not only of niy Trade, but of my Goods, and
indeed of all I had in the World.
I had an Elder Brother at the fame Time in
London^ and not many Years before come over
from Portugal; and advifing with him, his Anfwec
was in three Words the fame that was given
in another Cafe quite different, (wz,.) Mafler fave
fay,

a Word, he was for my retiring into the
Country, as he refolv'd to do him lei f with his Family; telling me, what he had it fecms, heard abroad, that the beft Preparation for the Plague
was to run away from it. As to my Argument
of lofing my Trade, my Goods, or Debts, he
quite confuted me: He told me the fame thing,
which I argued for my flaying, (viz,) That I-would

thy felj. In

tru/i

God with my

Safety

and

Healthy

was

the

my Pretentions

of lofing my
is it not as
;
reafonable that you ihould truft God with the
Chance or Rifque of lofing your Trade, as that
you Qiould flay in fo imminent a Point of Danger,
and truft him with your Life?
I could not argue that I was in any Strait, as
to a Place where to go, having feveral Friends
and Relations in Northamptonjhire, whence our Family firfl came from ; and particularly, I had an
only Sifler in Lincolnfloire^ very willing to receive
flrongefl

Rcpulfe to

Trade and my Goods

for, fays

he,

and entertain me.

My

Brother,

who had

already fent his Wife and
to
follow them, prefs'd my going very earneflly
and I had once refolv'd t« comply with his Defiress but at that tjme could get no Horfe : For
tho' it is true, all the People did not go out of
the City of London i yet I may venture to fay, that
ip a manner all the Horfes didj for there was
baxdly

two Children

into Bedjordfiirey and refolv'd

;
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hardly a Horfe to be bought or hired in the
whole City for fome Weeks. Once I refolv'd to
travel on Foot with one Servant ; and as many
did, he at no Inn, but carry a Soldiers Tent with
us, and lo lie in the Fields, the Weather being

very warm, and no Danger from taking cold : I
many did, becaufe feveral did fo at laft,
efpecially thofe who had been in the Armies in
the War which had not been many Years part

fay, as

and I mufl: needs fay,that fpeaking of fecond Caufesj
had moftof die People that travelled, done fo, the
Plague had not been carried into fo many Country-Towns and Houfes, as it was, to the great Damage, and indeed to the Ruin of abundance of
People,

But then my Servant
take

down with me,

who

I

deceived

had intended to
and being
;

me

frighted at the Encreafe of the Diftemper, and
not knowing when liliould go, he took other Mea-

and left me, fo I was put off for that Time i
and one way or other, I always found that to appoint to go away was always crofs'd by forac
Accident or other, fo as to difappoint and put it
off again ; and this brings in a Story which otherwife might be thought a needlefs Digreilion,
{viz,) about thefe Difappointments being froni
Heaven.
I mention this Story alfo as the beft Method
I can advife any Perfon to take in fuch a Cafe, eIpecially, if he be one that makes Confcicnce of
his Duty, and would be direded what to do in
ity namely, that he Jhould keep his Eye upon the

fures,

which occur at that Time,
and look upon them complexly, as they regard

particular Providences

one another, and as altogether regard the Que
ftion before him, and then I think, he may fafely
take them for Intimations from Heaven of what
is his unqueftion'd Duty to do in fuch a Cafe ;
I

the
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going away from, or flaying in the
Place where wc dwell, wlien vifited with an in-

I

mean

as to

fcftious

Dilkmper.

into my Mind,
one
Morning, as I was mufing on this particular thing,
that as nothing attended vis without the Diredion
or Permiffion of Divine Power, fo thefe Difappointments muft have fomething in them extraordinary ; and I ought to con/ider whether it did
not evidently point out, or intimate tome, that it
was the Will of Heaven I fliould not go. It immediately, followed in my Thoughts, that if it really w^s from Gcd, that I fliould ftay, he was able
It

came very warmly

cffedually to preferve

Death and Danger

mc

that

in the midft of

all

would fnrround me

i

the

and

that if I attempted to fecure my felf by fleeing
from my Habitation, and aded contrary to thefe

which I believed to be Divine, it was
a kind of flying from God, and that he could
caufe his Juftice to overtake me when and where
he thought fit.
Thefe thoughts quite turnM my Refolutions again, and when I came to difcourfe with my Bro*
ther again I told him, that I enclin'd to ftay and

intimations,

my Lot in that Station in which God had
me and that it feera'd to be made more
efpecially my Duty, on the Account of what I
take

plac'd

have

i

fa id.

My Brother,

tho' a very Religious Man himlaught at all I had fuggefted about its being
an Intimation from Heaven, and told me feveral
Stories of fuch fool- hardy People, as he calVd them,
as I was ; that I ought indeed to fubmit to it as
a Work of Heaven, if I had been any way difabled
by Diftempers or Difeafes, and that then not being able to go, I ought to acquiefce in the Direction of him, who having been my Maker, had

felf,

an undifputed Right of Soveraignity

in difpofing

^

•
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of

me

and that then there had been no DiMculty to determine which was the Call of his Providence, and which was not
But that I fhould
take it as an Intimation from Heaven, that I
ihould not go out of Town, only becaufe I could
of

:

not hire a Horfe to go, or my Fellow was run away
that was to attend me, was ridiculous^ fince at the
fame Time I had my Health and Limbs, and other
Servants, and might, with Eafe, travel a Day or
two on foot, and having a good Certificate of
being in perfed: Health, might either hire a Horfe,
or take Poft on the Road, as I thought fit.

Then he proceeded to tell me of the mifcheivous Confcquences which attended the Prefumption of the Turks and Mahometans in Afia and
in other Places, where he had been ( for my Brother being a Merchant, was a few Years before,
as I have already obferv'd, returned from abroad,
coming laft Ixom Lisbon) and how prefuming upon their profefs'd predeftinating Notions, and of
every Man's End being predetermin'd and unalterably before-hand decreed, they would go unconcernM into infe{5ted Places, and converfe with infeded Perfons, by which Means they died at the
Rate

of

Ten or Fifteen Thoufand

a-

Week, whereas

the Europeans^ or Chriftian Merchants, who kept
themfelves retired and referv'd, generally efcap'd

the Contagion.

Upon

thefe Arguments my Brother chang'd
Refolutions again, and I began to refolve to
go, and accordingly made all things ready; for
in fliort, the Infection increafed round me, and
the Bills were rifen to almoft 700 a- Week, and
my Brother told me, he would venture to ftay no

my

longer.
till

him to let me confider of it but
Day, and I would refolve; and

I defir'd

the next

as I had already prepared every thing as well
as I could, as to my Bufinefs, and who to entruft

'

the
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to do but to re-

folve.

I went Home that Evening greatly opprefs'd in
my Mind, irrefolute^ and not knowing what to

the Evening wholly apart to conabout it, and was all alone ; for already People had, as it were by a general Confent, taken up the Cuftom of not going out o(
Doors after Sun-fet, the Reafons I fiiall have Occafion to fay more of by-and-by.
In the Retirement of this Evening I endeavou-

do

;

I

had

fet

fider ferioufly

red to refolve firft, what was my Duty to do,
I ftated the Arguments with which my Brother had prefs'd me to go into the Country, and
I fet againft them the ftrong Impreffions which

and

had on my Mind for flaying ; the vilible Call I
feem'd to have from the particular Circumftancc
of my Calling, and the Care due from me for
the Prefervation of my Effeds , which were, as I
might fay, my Eftate j alfo the Intimations which
I thought I had from, Heaven, that to me fignify'd a kind of Dire(^ion to venture, and it oc-

I

curred to me,

that if I had

what

I

might

call

a Diredion to ftay, I ought to fuppofe it contained a Proraife oi being preferved, if I obey 'd.

This lay clofe to me, and my Mind feemed
more and more encouraged to ftay than ever, and
fupported with a fecret Satisfadion, that I fiiould
be kept : Add to this that turning over the Bible,
which lay before me, and while my Thoughts
were more than ordinarily ferious upon the Queftion, I cry*d out,

WELL,

/ kmuu

not

what

to

Lord direB me ! and the like
and that Juncture I happen'd to ftop turning over the Book at
the pi/? Pfalm^ and cafting ray Eye on thefecond
Verfe, I read on to the 7th Verfe exclufive ; and
-after that, included the loth, as follows.
/ -will
doy

fay of the Lord^

He

is

my

refuge^

and my foretrefsy

my
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my Gody
liver

noifom fefiiknce.
thers,

of

him will J trufl. Surely he 'fhall dethee from the fnare of the fowler, and from the
in

and under

He
his

jlmll cover the with his fea-^

wings [halt thou trufl

:

his truth

Thou jhalt not be
fhall be thy fiield and kickler.
afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow

Nor for the pefiiknce that walkthat flieth by day :
eth in darknejs : nor for the deflruElion that wafteth
thoufand fhall fall at thy Jide^ and
at noon- day.

A

ten thoufand at thy right

hand : but it fhall

not come

Only with thine Eyes fialt thou behold and
Becaufe thou hafi made
fee the reward of the wicked.
the Lord which is my refuge, even the mofi High, thy
habitation : There fhall no evil befal thee, neither fhaU
nigh thee.

any plague come nigh thy dwelling, &c.
I fcarce need tell the Reader, that from that
Moment I refolv'd that I would ftay in the Town^
and cafting my felf entirely upon the Goodnefs
and Protedion of the Almighty, would not
feek any other Shelter whatever j and that as my
Times were in his Hands, he was as able to keep

of the Infedion as in a Time of
he did not think fit to deliver mc,
ftill I was in his Hands, and it was meet he fhould
do with me as fliould feem good to him.
With this Refolution I went to Bed ; and I was
farther confirmed in it the next Day, by the Woman being taken ill with whom I had intended to

mc

in

Health

a

Time

and

if

my Houfe and all my Affairs: But I had
a farther Obligation laid on me on the fame Side ;
for the next Day I found my felf very much out
of Order alfo fo that if I would have gone away,
I could not, and I continued ill three or four Days,
and this intirely determin'd my Stay fo I took
my leave of my Brother, who went away to
Darking in Surry, and afterwards fetchM a Roimd
farther into Buckinghamfhire, or Bedford/hire, to a
Retreat he had found out there for his Family.
entruft

;

j

;

the
It

was a very

P
ill
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if

any

one complain'd,it was immediately faid he had the
Plague J and the' I had indeed no Symptoms of
that Diftemper, yet being very ill, both in my
Head and in my Stomach, I was not without Apprehenlion, that I really was infeded ; but in a*
bout three Days I grew better, the third Nigbc
I refted well,
frelii'd;

fweated a

little,

the Apprchenfions of

and was much reits

being the Infe-

dion went alfo quite away with my Illnefs^ and I
went about my Bufinefs as ufual.
Thefe Things however put off all my Thoughts
of going into the Country; and my Brother alfo
being gone, I had no more Debate either with him,
or with my felf, on that Subjed.
It was now mid-Jz^/)', and the Plague which
had chiefly rag'd at the other End of the Town,
and as I faid before, in the Parities oi St. Giles's,
St. Andrews^ Holbourn, and towards Weftminjlery
began now to come Eafiward towards the Part
where I liv'd. It was to be obferv'd indeed, that
it did not come ftrait on towards us j for the
is to fay within the Walls, was indifjftill ;
nor was it got then very much
over the Water into Southwark ; for tho' there died that Week 1268 of all Diftempers, whereof it
might be fuppos'd above poo died of the Plague
yet there was but 28 in the whole City, within
the Walls ; and but ip in Southwark, Lambeth
Parifli included ; whereas in the Pariflies of St.
GileSj and St. Martins in the Fields alone, there
died 421.
But we perceiv'd the Infedion keept chiefly in the
out Pariihes, which being very populou^ and

City, that

ferent healthy

of Poor, the Diftemper found more to
prey upon than in the City, as I fhall obferve afterward; We perceiv'd I fay, the Diftemper to draw
our Way j QutT^.) by the PariQies of Clerken TVelh
fuller alfo

C

Cr/p-
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of

Crippkgatey Shoreditchy and Bifoopfgate ; which laft
two Parifiies joining to Aldgate, White-Chapel, and

came at length to fpread its
violence in thofe Parts, even
at the JVeflern Parifhes where

Stepney y the Infeftion

utmoft

when
it

Rage and
it

abated,

began.

was very

It

particular

when,

as

of the Plague

and

ftrange to obferve,

that in this

Week, from the 4th to the iith of July,
I have obferv*d, there died near 400
in the

two

Pariflies of Sr.

St. Giles in the Fields only,

Martin Sj

three died in the

of Aldgate but four, in the Parifli of tVhiteChapel three ,in the Parifli of Stepney but one.
L kewife in the next Week, from the nth of

Parifli

July to the i8th, when the Week's Bill was
1 76 1, yet there died no more of the Plague, on
the whole Southwark Side of the Water than fixteen.

But

this

Face of things foon changed, and

began to thicken

and

in

in Clerken-Well

in Augufl,

;

it

Cripplegate Parifh efpecially,
fo, that

by thcfecond

Cripplegate Parifli alone,

Week

buried eight

hundred eighty fix, and Clerken-lVell 155 ^ of the
iirft eight hundred and fifty, might well be reckoned to die of the Plague and of the laft, the
Bill it felf faid, 145 were of the Plague.
During the Month oljuly, and while, as I have
;

obferv'd, our Part of the

Town

feem'd to be or-

Comparifon of the Wefi part, I went ordinarily about the Streets, as my Bufinefs required,
and particularly went generally, once in a Day,
or in two Days, into the City, to my Brothers
Houfc, which he had given me charge of, and to
fpar*d, in

if it was fafe : And having the Key in my
Pocket, I ufed to go into the Houfe, and over
mofl; of the Rooms, to fee that all was well ; for
tho' it be fomcthing wonderful to tell, that any
fiiould have Hearts fo hardned, in the midft of
fuch

fee

;

the

Ft
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yet certain
fuch a Calamity, as to rob and fteal
and even Leit is, that all Sorts of Villanies,
vities and Debaucheries were then praftis*d in
the Town, as opcnlyas ever, I will not fay quite
,*

I

becaufe the Numbers of People
were many ways leflenM.
But the City it felf began now to be vifitcd
too, I mean within the Walls ; but the Number
of People there were indeed extreamly leflen'd by
fo great a Multitude having been gone into the
Country ; and even all this Month of July they
as frequently,

continu'd to flee, tho* not in fuch Multitudes as
formerly. In /^ugufl indeed, they fled in fuch a
manner, that I began to think, there would be
really

none but Magiftrates and Servants

left in

the City.

As

they fled

now

obferve, that the

out of the City, fo I (hould

Court removed

early, (viz>.) in

Month of June, and went to Oxford^ where
it pleas'd God to preferve them ; and the Diflemper did not, ai I heacd of, fo much as touch them
for which I cannot fay, that I ever faw they
fliew'd any great Token of Thankfulnefs, and hardly any thing of Reformation, tho* they did not
want being told that their crying Vices might,
without Breach of Charity, be faid to have gone
the

far,

in bringing that terrible

Judgment upon the

M^hole Nation.

of London was now indeed flrangely
mean the whole Mafs of Buildings, CiLiberties, Suburbs, fVefiminfter^ Southwark and

The Face
altered, I

ty,

for as to the particular Part called
;
the City, or within the Walls, that was not yet
much infeded; but in the whole, the Face of

altogether

Things,

I fay,

was much

alter*d

;

Sorrow and

Sadnefs fat upon every Face ; and tho' fome Part
were not yet overwhelm'd,yet all lookM deeply concern'd 5 and as we faw it apparently coming on,

C

2

fo

MzMOtRS

to

of

fo every one look'd on himfelf, and his Family^
as in the utmoft Danger : were it poflible to reprefent thofe Times exadly to thofe that did not fee

them, and give the Reader due Ideas of the Horror
that every where prefented it felf, it muft make
juft Impreffions upon their Minds, and fill them

with Surprize. London might well be faid to be
all in Tears ; the Mourners did not go about the
Streets indeed, for no Body put on black, or made
formal Drefs of Mourning for their neareft
Friends; but the Voice of Mourning was truly
heard in the Streets j the fiiriecks of Women and
Children at the Windows, and Doors of their
Houfes, where their deareft Relations were, perhaps dying, or juft dead, were fo frequent to be
heard, as we paffed the Streets, that it was e2.

nough to pierce the ftoutefl Heart in the World,
to hear them. Tears and Lamentations were feen
almoft in every Houfe, efpecialJy in the firft Part
of the Vificationi for towards the latter End,

Mens Hearts were

hardned, and Death was fo al-

ways

before their Eyes, that they did not fo much
concern themfelves for the Lofs of their Friends,
cxpeding, that themfelves fliould be fumraoned
the next Hour.

me out fometlmes
Town, even when the

Bufinefs led

End of

the

to

the other

Sicknefs

was

and as the thing was new to me,
as well as to every Body elfe, it was a moft furprifing thing, to fee thofe Streets, which were ujfuaily fo thronged, now grown defolate, and fo
few People to be feen in them, that if I had been
a Scranger, and at a Lofs for my Way, I might
fomecimes have gone the Length of a whole Street,
I mean of the by-Streets, and fee no Body to dired me, except Watchmen, fet.at the Doors of
fuch Houfes as Were £hut up i of which I fliali
chiefly

there

;

fpeak prefently.

One

the

L A G UE.
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One Day,

being at that Part of the Town, oa
fomefpecial Bufinefs, Curiofiry led me to obferve
things more than ufuaUy ; and indeed I walked a

Way where I had

no BuiineCs I went up Hoiand there the Street was full of People ; but
they walk'd in the middle of the great Street, neither on one Side or other, becaufe, as I fuppofe,
they would not mingle with any Body that came
put of Houfes, or meet with Smells and Scents
from Houfes that might be infeded.
The Inns-of-Court were all fluit up nor were
very many of the Lawyers in the Temple, or
Lincolns- Infij or Greyes-lnn^ to be feen there. Every
Body was at peace, there was no Occafion for
Lawyers; befides, it being in the Time of the Vacation too, they were generally gone into the CounWhole Rows of Houfes in fome Places,
try.
were fliut clofe up
the Inhabitants all fled, and
only a Watchman or two left.
When I fpeak of Rows of Houfes being fliut
up, I do non mean fliut up by the Magiftrates ;
but that great Numbers of Perfons followed the
Court, by the Neceflity of their Employments, and
other Dependencies
and as others retir'd, really
frighted with the Diftemper, it was a mere defolating of fome of the Streets
But the Fright was
great

;

hourny

;

;

:

:

near fo great in the City,

not yet
caljed

;

abftra<9:ly fo

and particularly becaufe, tho'

were

tlieiy

a moft inexpreffible Confternation, yet as
I have obferv'd, that the Diftemper intermitted
often at firft ; fo they were as it were, allarm'dj
at

firft

in

and unallarm'd again, and this feveral times, till
it began to be familiar to them ; and that even,
when it appeared violent, yet feeing it did notprefently fpread into the City, or the Eajh and
South Parts, the People began to take Courages

may

and to

be, as I

\% true,

a vaft many People

fay, a little

C
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fled,

hardncd
as

I

;

It

have obCe?v<l

ME
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fervM, yet they were chiefly from the fJ^eft End
of the Town ; and from that we call the Heart
of the City, that is to fay, among the wealthier
of the People ; and fiich People as were unincumbred with Trades and Buiinefs: But of the reft,
the Generality flay'd, and feemM to abide the
worft: So that in the Place we call the Liberties,
and in the Suburbs, in Southwarky and in the Eaji
Part,fuch as tVapping^Ratclify Stepney, Kotherhith^md

the like, the People generally ftay'd, except here
there a few wealthy Families, who, as above,
did not depend upon their Bufinefs.
It muft not be forgot here, that the City and Suburbs were prodigioufly full of People, at the time
of this Vifitation, I mean, at the time that it began i for tho' I have liv'd to fee a farther Encreafe^
and mighty Throngs of People fettling in London^
more than ever, yet we had always a Notion, that
the Numbers of People, which the Wars being oyer, the Armies disbanded, and the Royal Family
and the Monarchy being reftor'd, had flock'd tq
or to depend upon,
Londout to fettle into Bufinefs
and attend the Court for Rewards of Services, Preferments, and the like, was fuch, that the Town

and

was computed to have in it above a hundred thoufand people more thau ever it held before ; nay,
fome tooH upon them to fay, it had twice as ma*
ny, becaufe all the ruin'd Families of the royal
Party, flock'd hither : All the old Soldiers fet up
Trades here, and abundance of Families fettled
here ; again, the Court brought with them a
great Flux of Pride, and new Fafhions
All People were grown gay and luxurious , and the Joy
of the Reft oration had brought a vaft many Fami-

nes to

London''

thought, that as Jerufalem was befleg'd
the Jeius were affembled together, to celebrate the PaiTover, by whi^h means,,
an
I often

by the Romans, when

the

P

L
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Number of

People were furprizM
otherwife have been in other
Countries So the Plague entred London, when an
incredible Increafe of People had happened occafionally, by the particular Circumftances abovenam'd As this Conflux of the People, to a youthful and gay Court, made a great Trade in the
City, eipecially in every thing that belonged to
Fatoion and Finery ; So it drew by Confequence,
a great Number of Work- men, Manufadurers, and
the like, being moftly poor People, who depended
an incredible
there,

who would
:

:

upon their Labour, And

remember in particular,
my Lord Mayor, of
the Condition of the Poor, it was eftimated, that,
there were no lefs than an Hundred Thoufand
Ribband Weavers in and about the City thechiefcftNumber of whom, lived then in the Parifhes
I

that in a Reprefentarion

to

;

of Shoreditchj Stepney, White^chapely and Bijhopfgate ;
that namely, about Spittle-fields
as Spittle- fields

as

wis

then

j

for

it

that

is

to fay,

was not fo large

now, by one fifth Parr.
By this however, the Number of People

in the
be judg'd of and indeed, I often wondred, that after the prodigious Numbers of Peo-

whole

may

ple that

,*

went away at

firft,

there

was

yet fo

great a Multitude

left, as it appeared there was.
muft go back again to the Beginning of
this Surprizing Time, while the Fears of the
People were young, they were encreas'd ftrangely
byfeveral odd Accidents, which put altogether,
it was realy a wonder the whole Body of the
People did not rife as one Man, and abandon
their Dwellings, leaving the Place as a Space oif
Ground defigned by Heaven for an Akeldama,
doom'd to be deflroy'd from the Face of the
Earth j and that all that would be found in it,
would periih with it. I iliall Name but a fevy
of thefe Things; but fure they were fo many, and

But

I

C
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of

many Wizards and cunning People propagating
themj that I have often wonder'd there was any,

fo

(Women

efpecially,) left behind.

Place, a blazing Star or Comet appeared for feveral Months before the Plague, as
there did the Year after another, a little before the
Fire; thp old Women, and the Phlegmatic Hypocondriac Part of the other Sex, who I could almoft call old Women too, remarked (efpecially after-

In the

firft

ward tho' not, till both thofejudgments were over,}
that thofe two Comets pafs'd diredly over the
City, and that fo very near the Houfes, that it
was plain, they imported fomething peculiar to
the City alone ; that the Comet before the Peftilence, was of a faint, dull, languid Colour, and
its Motion very heavy, folemn and flow : But
that the Comet before the Fire, was bright and
fparkling,

Motion
ingly}

or as others faid, flaming, and its
and furious ; and that accordforetold a heavy Judgment, flow but

fwifc

One

terrible and frightful, as was the Plague i
But the other foretold a Stroak, fudden, fwift, and
fiery as the Conflagration nay, fo particular fome
people were, that as they lookM upon that Co-

fevere,

j

met preceding the

Fire, they fancied that they not

and cou'd perbut even they
heard it i that it made a ruftiing mighty Noife^
fierce and terrible, tho' at a diftance, and but juft
only faw
ceive the

it

pafs fwiftly

Motion with

and

fiercely,

their Eye,

perceivable,

muft confefs, had
of fuch Things in
xny Head, that I was apt to look upon them, as
the Forerunners and Warnings of Godsjudgraents ;
and efpedally when after the Plague had followed
the firfl:, I yet faw another of the like kind ; I
could not but fay, God had not yt t fufficiently
I

fo

faw both

much

thefe Stars

of the

;

and

I

common Notion

icourg'd the City.

I

;
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But I cou*d not at the fame Time carry thefe
Things to the heighth that others did, knowing
too, that natural Caufes are affign'd by the Aftronomers for fuch Things ; and that their Motions,
^nd even their Revolutions are calculated, or preded to be calculated ; fo that they cannot be fq
the pore-runners, or Fore-tellers,

perfeftly call'd

much

the procurers of fuch Events,
ience, War, Fire, and the like.
lefs

a.s

Pefti-

But let my Thoughts, and the Thoughts of the
Philofophcrs be, or have been what they wil],
thefe Things had a more then ordinary Influence
upon the Minds of the common People, and chey
had almoft univerfal melancholly Apprehenfions
of fome dreadful Calamity and Judgment coming upon the City; and this principally from
the Sight of this Cometi and the little Allarm
that was given in Decemifp-j by two People dying
at St. Gile/s, as

above.
The Apprehenfions of the People, were likewife ftrangely encreas'd by the Error of the
Times; in which, I think, the People, from what
Principle I cannot imagine,
were more adided
to Prophefies,
and Aftrological Conjurations,
Dreams, and old Wives Tales, than ever they
were before or fince
Whether this unhappy
:

Temper was
fome People

originally

who

got

raifed

by

Money by it

;

the Follies of

that

is

to fay,

by printing Predictions, and Prognoftications I
know not but certain it is. Book's frighted them
terribly ; fuch as Lilly's Almanack, Gadbury's Alogical Predictions ; Poor Robins Almanack and
the like
alfo feveral pretended religious Books
one encituled. Come out of her my Peopkj leafl you
befanaker of her Plagues ; another calfd. Fair Warning J another, Britains Remembrancer, and many
fuch; all, or moflPartof which, foretold dired}y or covertly the Ruin of the City
Nay, fome
;

;

:
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of

as to run about the
pretending
Streets, with their Oral Prediftions,
they were fent to preach to the City j and One
in particular, who, likeJj^oK^/j to Nenevah, cry*d

were fo

Enthufiaftically bold,

in the Streets, yet forty Days,

and

LONDON

be pofitive, whether
Anohe faid yet forty Days, or yet a few Days.
Naked,
except a pair of Drawers
ther run about
about his Wafte, crying Day and Night ; like a
foall b& dejiroy'd.

will not

I

Man that Jofephus mentions, who cry'd, woe to
^erufalem ! a. little before the Deftrudion of that
City : So this poor naked Creature cry'd, O I the
Greaty and the Dreadful God ! and faid no more,
but repeated thofe Words continually, with a
Voice and Countenance full of horror, a fwift
Pace, and no Body cou'd ever find him to flop,
or reft, or take any Suftenance, at leaft, that ever
I met this poor Creature feveI coud hear of.
ral Times in the Streets, and would have fpoke
to him, but he would not enter into Speech with
me, or any one elfe but held on his difmal Cries

i

j

'»

continually.

Thefe Things terrified the People to the laft
Pegree ; an4 efpecially when two ur three Times,
have mentioned already, they found one or
Bills, dead of the Plague at St- Giles.
thefe publick Things, were the Dreams
Or, I fliould fay, the Interprep{ old Women
tation of old Women upon other Peoples Dreams ;
abundance
of People even out of
^nd thefe put
Some heard Voices warning .them to
their Wits
be gone, for that there would be fuch a Plague
Jn London^ fo that the Living would not be able
Others faw Apparitions in
to bury the Dead
the Air ; and I muft be allow'd to fay of both, I
hope with out breach of Charity, that they heard
as

I

two in the
Next to

{

:

:

;

Voices that never fpake, and faw Sights that never appeared ^ but the Imagination of the People

was

i

tk
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was really turn'd wayward and poflefs-d And np
Wonder, if they, who were poreing continually
at the Clouds, faw Shapes and Figures, Repre^
fenracions and Appearances, which had nothing
in them, but Air and Vapour.
Here they toJd
us, they faw a Flaming-Sword held in a Hand,
coming out of a Cloud, with a Point hanging
diredly over the City,
There they faw Herfes,
:

and Coffins in the Air,

carrying to be buried.
there again, Heaps of dead Bodies lying unthe
and
like
juft
buried,
as the Imagination of
;

And

the poor terrify'd People furniih'd
ter to

them with Mat-

work upon.
So Hypocondriac Fancy's reprefent
Ships, Armies, Battles, in the Firmament ;
Till fleady Eyes, the Exhalations fohe.

And

all to

Ms firfl Matter,

Cloud, refohe,

this Account with theftrange RelaPeople gave every Day, of what they
had feen
and every one was fo pofitive of their
having feen, what they pretended to fee, that
there was no contradicting them, without Breach
of Friendfhip, or being accounted rude and unmannerly on the one Hand, and prophane and inaOne time before the
penetrable on the other.
Plague was begun, ("orherwife than as I have faid
in St. Giles's^) I think it was in March, feeing a
Crowd of People in the Street, I join*d with them
to fatisfy my Curiofity, and found them all flaring
up into the Air, to fee what a Woman told theni
appeared plain to her, which was an Angel cloth'd
in white, with a fiery Sword in his Hand, waving
it, or brandiihing it over his Head.
She defcribed every Part of the Figure to the Life ; ihew'd
them the Motion, and the Form
and the poor
people came into it fo eagerly, and with fo much

I could

fill

tions, fuch
;

Rea-

^

Z8
Readinefs j

MZMOIRS
YES, I fee

it

of

all plainly, fays one;

Sword as plain as can be. ^mth^t faw
the Angel. One faw his very Face, and cryM
'fheres the

What a glorious Creature he was 1 One faw
one thing, and one another. I looked as earneftly
as the reft, but, perhaps, not with fo much Willingnefs to be imposM upon j and I faid indeed,
that / couldfee nothingy but a white Cloud, bright
on one Side, by the fliining of the Sun upon the
The Woman endeavour'd to (hew it
other Part.
me, but could not make me confefs, that I faw it,
But
which, indeed, if I had, I muft have lied
the Woman turning upon me, looked in my Face,
aud fancied I laugh'd i in which her Imagination
deceived her too ; for I really did not laugh, but
was very ferioufly refleding how the poor People
were terrify 'd, by the Force of their own ImaginaHowever, (he turned from me, call'd me
tion.
prophane Fellow, and a Scoffer j told me, that it
was a time of Gods Anger, and dreadful Judgments were approaching ; and that Defpifers, fuch
as I, fliould 'ivon4^r and perijh*
The People about her feem'd difgufted as well
as Ihe J and I found there was no perfwading
them, that I did not laugh at them ; and that X
fiiould be rather mobb'd by them, than be able
to undeceive them
So I left them ; and this Apout,

:

.

pearance pafs'd for as real, as rhe Blazing Star
It

felf.

Another Encounter I had in the open Day alfo
And this was in going thro* a narrow Paffage
from Petty France into Bi/bopfgate Church Yard, by a
Row of Alms-Houfes there are twoChurch Yards
to Bifhopfgate Church, or Parifti ; one we go over
to pafs from the Place caird £etty-France into BifhopfgateStvQQtj coming out juft by the Church Door,
the other is on the flde of the narrow Palfage,
where the Alms-Houfes are on the left ; and a
Dwarf"
:

;

(

the
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Dwarf- wall with a Palifadoe on it, on the right
Hand and the City Wall on the other Side, more
;

to the right.

In this narrow Paflfage ftands a Man looking
Palifadoe's into the Burying

thro' between the

Place ; and as many People as the Narrownefs of
the Paflfage would admit to ftop, without hindring

the Paflage of others j and he was talking mighty
eagerly to them, and pointing now to one Place,
then to another, and affirming, that he faw a
Ghoft walking upon fuch a Grave Stone there;
he defcrib'd the Shape, the Pofture, and the Move-

ment of it

fo exadly, that it

ter of Amazement to

him

was

in the

the greateft

Mat-

World, that every

Body did not fee it as well as he. On a fiidden
he would ery, 7here it is : Now it comes this Way :
Then, 'Tis turnd hack ; till at length he perfuaded
the People intofo firm a Belief of it, that one fancied he faw it, and another fancied he faw it;
and thus he came every Day making a ftrange
Hubbub, coniidering it was in fo narrow a Paffage, till Bijhopjgate Clock flruck eleven ; and then
the Ghoft would feem to ftart; and as if he were
call'd away, difappearM on a fudden.
I look'd earneftly every way, and at the very
Moment, that this Man direded, but could not
fee the leaft Appearance of any thing ; but fo pofitive was this poor man, that he gave the People
the Vapours in abundance, and fent them away trembling, and frighted ; till at length, few
People, that knew of it, car'd to go thro' that
Palfage
and hardly any Body by Night, on any
Account whatever.
This Ghoft, as the poor Man afiirm'd, made
Signs to the Houfes, and to the Ground, and to
the People, plainly intimating, or el fe they founderftanding it, that Abundance of the People,
ihould come to be buried in that Church- Yard ;
as
,•

~

MEMOIRS
as indeed happened

:

of

But thar he faw fuch Af-

peds, I muft acknowledge I never believ'd ; nor
could I fee any thing ot it my felf, cho' I look'd
moft earneftly to fee it, if poffible.
Thefe things ferve to ftiew, how far the People
were really overcome with Delufions ; and aS
they had a Notion of the Approach of a Vifitation, all their Prediftions run upon a moft dreadful Plague, which (hould lay the whole City, and
even the Kingdom wafte ; and fhould deftroy almoft all the Nation, both Man and Beaft.
To this, as I faid before, the Aftrologers added
Stories oi the Conjundions of Planets in a malignant Manner, and with a mifchievous Influence ;
one of which Conjundions was to happen, and
did happen, in OBober; and the other in November; and they filled the Peoples Heads with Prcdiaions on thefe Signs of the Heavens, intimating, that thofe Conjunctions fortold Drought, Famine, and Peftilencej in the two firft of them however, they were entirely miftaken, For we had no
droughty Seafon, but in the beginning of the Year,
a hard Froft, which lafted from December almoft
to March i and after that moderate Weather, rather
warm than hot, with refreftiing Winds, and in
Ciort, very feafonabx Weather j and alfo feveral
very great Rains.
Some Endeavors were ufed to fupprefs the
Printmg of foch Books as terrily'd the People,
and to frighten the difperfers of them, fome of
whom were taken up, but nothing was done in
it, ssaI am informed i The Government being unwilling to cxafperate the People, who were, as 1

may fay^ all our of their Wits already.
Neither can I acquit thofe Minifters, that
in tneir Sermons, rather funk, than lifted up the
Hearts of their Hearers j many of them no doubt
did

it for

the ftrengthning the Refolution of the
People,
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People i and efpecially for quickning them to Repentance ; but it certainly anfwer'd not their End,
at leaft not in Proportion to the injury it did ano*
ther Way j and indeed, as God himfelf thro* the
whole Scriptures, rather draws to him by Invitations, and calls to turn to him and live, than drives
us by Terror and Amazement ; So I muft confefs,
I thought the Minifters ihould have done alfo,
blefl'ed Lord and Mafter in this, that
whole Gofpel, is full of Declarations from
of
Gods
Mercy, and his readinefs to reHeaven
ceive Penitents, and forgive them ; complaining,
ye liJiU not come unto mey that ye may have Life ;
and that therefore, his Gofpel is called the Gofpel
of Peace, and the Gofpel of Grace.
But we had feme good Men, and that of all
Perfuafions and Opinions, whofe Difcourfcs were
full of Terror ; who fpoke nothing but difmal
Things ; and as they brought the People together
with a kind of Horror, fent them away in Tears,
terrifying
prophefying nothing but evil Tidings
the People with the Apprehenfions of being utterly deftroy'd, not guiding them, at leaft not enough,
to Cry to Heaven for Mercy.
It was indeed, a Time of very unhappy Breaches
Innumerable
among us in matters of Religion
Sefts, and Divifions, and feperate Opinions prevail'd among the People ; the Church of England
was reftor'd indeed with the Reftoration of the
Monarchy, about four Year before \ but the Minifters and Preachers of the Presbyterians, and
Independants, and of all the other Sorts of Profeflions, had begun to gather feperate Societies,
and ered Altar againft Altar, and all thofe had
their Meetings for Wor Chip apart, as they have
but not fo many then, the Diffenters being not
thorowly form a into a Body as they are fince, and
thofe Congregations which were thus gather'd to-

imitating our
his

;

:

j

J

j
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gether,

|i

is/l

E

k O

R

1

S

of

and even thofe that
were, the Government did not allow, but endeavoured to fupprefs them, and iliut up their Meetgether,

were yet but few

;

ings.

But the

Vifitation

again, at

reconcird thera

Time, and many of the beft and moft
valuable Minifters and Preachers of the Diflen-

leaft

for a

were fuffer'd to go into the Churches, where
the Tncum.bents were fled away, as miany were, not
being able to ftand it; and the People flockt without Diftinaion to hear them preach, not much inquiring who or what Opinion they were of: But
after the Sicknefs was over, that Spirit of Charity
abated, and every Church being again fupply'd
ters,

with their own Minifters, or others
where the Miniftcr was dead. Things
their old Channel

prefented,
returned to

again.

OneMifchief always introduces another: Thefe
Terrors and Apprehenfions of the People, led
thera into a Thoufand weak, foolifli, and wicked
Things, which, they wanted not a Sort of People
and this
really wicked, to encourage them to
was running about to Fortune tellers,Cunning- men,
;

or, as
to know
vulgarly exprefs'd, to have their Fortunes told
them, their Nativities calculated, and the like

and Aftrologers,

their Fortune,

'tis

and this Folly, prefently made the Town fwarm
with a wicked Generation of Pretenders to Magick, to the Black Art, as they cali'd it, and I know
Nay, to a Thoufand ^orfe Dealings
not what
with the Dcviljthan they were really guilty of ; and
this Trade grew fo open, and lb generally pradifed, that it' became common to have Signs and
here lives a ForInfcriptions fet up at Doors
;

;

here you
here lives an Aftrologer
may have your Nativity calculated, and the like;
and Fryar jB^cok/s Brazen- Head, which was the
ufual Sign of thefe Peoples Dwellings, was to be
tune-reller

;

;

ihe

f
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feen almoft in every Street, or elfe the Sign of

Mo-

thef Shipton, or of Merlins Head, and the like.
With what blind, abfurd, and ridiculous StufJ^
thefe Oracles of the Devil pleased and fatisfy'd

but certain it isj
the People, I really knov7 not
that innumerable Attendants crouded about theif
Doors every Day ; and if but a grave Fellow in
a Velvet Jacket, a Bai.d, and a black Cloak, which
was the Habit thofe Quack Conjurers generally

went in, was but feen in the Streecs, the People
would follow them, in Crowds and ask thein Quefcons, as they went along.
I need not mention, what a horrid Delufio'tt
this was, or what it tended to j but there was
ho Remedy for it, till the Plague it felf put an

End to it all ; and I fuppofe, cleared the Town oi
moft of thofe Calculators themfelves. One Mifchief was, that if the poor People ask'd thefe mock
Aflrologer^, whether there would be a Plague, or
fio ? they all agreed in the general to anfwer, Yes^
for that kept up their Trade ; and had the People
not been kept in a Fright about that, the Wizards
would prefently have been rendred ufe'ers,and theic
But they always talked
Craft had been at an end
to them of fuch and fi)ch Influences of the Scars,
of the Conjuri(5tions of fuch and furh Planers,
which muft neceffarily bring Sicknefs and DifteraAnd feme had
pers, and confequently the Plague
the AfTurance to tell them, the Plague was begun
already, which was too true, tho' they that faid fo,
knew nothing of the Matter.
The Minifters, to do tnem Juflice,-and P.eachers
of mofl Sorts, that were fcriousand underflanding
Perfons, thundred again/f thefe, and other v^icked
:

:

Pra6:ifes, andexpofed the Folly as well as the Wjckednefs of them together ; And the mofl: fober an^
judicious People defpis'd and abhorM them : But
it was impoffible to make any Impreflioh upon the

P
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midling People, and the working labouring Poor I
their Fears were predominant over all their Pafiions; and they threw away their Money in a moft
diftraded Manner upon thofe Whymfies. Maid-Servants efpecially and Men-Servants, were the chief
of their Cuftomers
and their Queftion generally
was, after the firft demand of, J^i/l there be a Plaguel
I fay, the next Quefiion was, Oh, Sir ! For theLor£s
;

Sake, ivhat will become of me ? IVtU myMiflrefs keep me,
or will/he turn me off ? Will fie flay here, or will
fie go
into the Country ? And iffie goes into the Country, will
(he take

me with

undone.

And

her, or leave me here to be flarv'd and
the like of Men-Servants.
The Truth is, the Cafe of poor Servants was
very difmal, as I fhall have occafion to mention a-

gain by and by
for it was apparent, a prodigious
of them would be turn'd away, and it was
fo; and of them abundance perifhed j andparticuly of thofe that thefe falfe Prophets had flattered
,•

Number

with Hopes, that they fhould be continued in their.
and carried with their Mafters and Miftreffes into the Country
and had not publick
Charity provided for thefe poor Creatures, whofe
Number was exceeding great, and in all Cafes of
this Nature muft be fo, they would have been in

Services,

,•

the worft Condition of any People in the City.
Thefe Things agitated the minds of the common People for many Months, while the firft Apprehenfions, were upon them ; and while the Plague,
not, as I may fay, yet broken out : But I mull
alfo not forgetj that the more ferious Parr of the.
Inhabitants behav'd after another Manner : The

was

Government encouraged their Devotion, and appointed publick Prayers, and Days of fafting and
Humiliation, to make publick Confeffion of Sin,
and implore the Mercy of God, to avert the dreadful Jndgment, which hung over their Heads ; and
it is not to be exprefs'd with what Alacrity the
:

People

:

P
t*eople of

all
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perfuafions enbraced the Occafion

5

how

they flock 'd to the Churches and Meetings,
and they were all fo throng'd, that there was often
no coming near, no, not to the very Doors of the
largeft Churches ; Alfo there were daily Prayers appointed Morning and Evening at fevcral Churches,
and Days of private praying at other Places j at
all which the People attended, I fay, with an uncommon Devotion Several private Families alfo,
as well of one Opinion as of another, kept Family Fafts, to which they admitted their near Relations only So that in a Word^ thofe People, who
were really ferious and religious, apply*d themfelves in a truly Chriftian Manner, to the propet
Work of Repentance and Humiliation, as a Chriftian People ought to do.
Again the publick fliew'd, that they would
bear their Share in thefe Things ; the very Courtj
which was then Gay and Luxurious, put on a
Face of juft Concern, for the publick Danger
All the Plays and Interludes, which after the Manrxr of the French Court, had been fet up, and bej
gan to encreafe among us, were forbid to
the gaming Tables, publick dancing Rooms, and
to
debegan
multiply'd,
and
Mafic Houfes which
bauch the Manners of the People, were (hut up
and fupprefs'd j and the Jack-puddings, Merry-*
andiews, Puppet-fhows, Rope-dancers, and fuch
like doings, which had bewitched the poor common
People, fhut up their Shops, finding indeed no
Trade; for the Minds of the People, were agitated
with other Things i and a kind of Sadnefs and
Horror at thele Things, fat upon the Countenances,
Death was before
even of the common People
their Eyes, and every Body began to think of their
Graves, riot of. Mirth and Diverfions.
But even thofe wholefome Reflections, which
rightly manag'dj v/ould have moft happily led the
:

:
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upon their Knees, make Confeffi'on of
their Sins, and look up to their merciful Saviour
for Pardon, imploreing his Compaffion on them,
by which, we
in fuch a Time of their Diftrefs
might have been as a fecond Nineveh, had a quite
contrary Extreme in the common People
who ignorant and ftupid in their Reflections^ as they werg
brutiflily \vicked and thoughtlefs before,
were
now led by their Fright to extremes of Folly and
People to

fall

;

;

;

as I have faid before, that

they ran to Conjurers
Sorts of Decievers, to know

and Witches, and all
what lliould become of them who fed their Fears,
and kept them always alarmed, and awake, on
;

purpofe to delude them, and pick their Pockets
So, they were as mad, upon their running after
Quacks, and Mountebanks, and every pradifing
old Woman, for Medicines and Remedies ; {loreing themfelves with fuch Multitudes of Pills, Potions, and Prefervatives, as they were call'd
that
t-hey not only fpent their Money, but even poifon'd
themfelves before-hand, for fear of the Poifon of
the Infe6fion, and prepared their Bodies for the
Plague,^ inftead of preferving them againfl: ir. On
the other Hand, it is incredible, and fcarce to be
imagin'd, how the Poffs of Houfes, and Corners
of Streets were plafler'd over with Dodors Bills,
and Papers of ignorant Feilows
quacking and
tampering in Phyfick, and inviting the People to
;

;

come

to

fet off,

them

for

Remedies 5 which was generally

with fuch flourifhes as

FALLIBLE preventive Pills
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Prefervatives againft die

SOVERAIGN
EXACT

Infedion.
Cordials againft
the Corruption of the Air.
Regufor
lations
the Condud of the Body, in Cafe' of
Infeaion
an
: Antipeftilential Pills.
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Drink againft the Plague, never found
out
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out before.
the Plague.
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and fuch a Nunabcr more
j
and it I could, would
cannot reckon up
fiill a Book of themfelves to fet them down.
Others fet up Bills, to fummons People to their
Lodgings for Diredions and Advice in the Cafe of
all

Kinds of Infedion

that

I

Infeftion

Thefe had fpacious Tides

:

fuch a$

alfo,

thefe.

eminent High- Dutch Phyftcian, newly come 'over
jrom Holland, inhere he reftded during all the T'ime

An

ofthe great Plague:, l^ifi Tear, in Amfterdam; and
cured multitudes of Peophy that aBually had the

PlagU

An

'.

upon tkem-

Italian Gentleivoman jufi arrived from

Naples,

prevent InfeSiion, which
fbe found out by her great Experience^ and did wonderful Cures with it in the hte Plague there j

having a

choice Secret to

wherein there died 20000 in one Day.
havingpra^ijed, with great

An antient Gentlewoman
Succefs, in the late

Plague in

this City^

Anno

gives her advice only to the Female Sex.

i63<?,
I'o bs

fpoke with, &c.
An experienced Phyftcian,

who has long fludied the
DoBrine of Antidotes againfi all Sorts of Poifon and InfeBion, has after 40 Tears PraBife, ar"
the

rived to fuch Skill, as may, with God's Bleffin^,
direB Perfons how to prevent their being touched
He diby any Contagious Difiemper whatfoever.

reBs the Poor gratis.
I
I take notice of thefe by way of Specimen
could give you two or three Dozen of the like, and
'Tis fufficient
yet have abundance leFc behind.
from thefe to apprife any one, of the Humour of
thofe
3
:
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Sec of Thieves and Pick-

pockets, not only robb'd and cheated the poor People of their Money, but poifoned their Bodies

with odious and fatal preparations ; fome with
Mercury, and fome with other things as bad, perfedly remote from the Thing pretended to ; and
rather hurtful than fervicable to the

Body

in cafe

an Infedion followed.
I cannot omit a Subtilty of one of thofe Quackoperators, with which he gull*d the poor People
to croud about him, but did nothing for them without Money. He had it feems, added to his Bills,
which he gave about the Streets, this Advertifement in Capital Letters, (viz,) He gives Jdvice to
the Poor Jor nothing.

Abundance
ly,

to

of poor People

whom

came to him according-

he niade a great many

examin'd them of the State of

fine

Speeches

their Health,

j

and

of the Conftitution of their Bodies, and told them
many good things for them to do, which were of no
great Moment
But thelffue and Conclufion of all
was, that he had a preparation, which if they
took fuch a Quantity of, every Morning, he would
pawn his Life, they fliould never have the Plague,
po, tho' they lived in the Houfe with People that
were infeded: This made the People all refolve
to have it ; But then the Price of that was fo muck,
I think cwas h^lf-a-Crown: But, Sir, fays one poor
Woman, I am a poor Alms- Woman, and am kept by
the Parifi], and your Bills fay, you give the Poor
your help for nothing. Ay, good "Woman, fays
the Doder, fo I do, as I publifti'd there. I give
my Advice to the Poor for nothing ; but not my
Phyfick. Alas, Sir! fays Hie, that is a Snare laid
for the Poor then j for yoa give them your Ad:

vice for nothing, that is to fay, you advife them
buy your Phyfick for th^ir Money ; fo

gratis, to

doe?

;
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does every Shop-keeper with his Wares. Here the
Woman began to give him ill Words, and flood at
his Door all that Day, telling her Tale to all the
People that came, till the Dodor finding fhe turn'd

Cuflomers » was obliged to call her up
and give her his Box of Phyfick for
nothing, which, perhaps too was good for nothing
when Jhe had it.
But to return to the people, whofe Confufions
fitted them to be imposed upon by all Sorts of
There is
Pretenders, and by every Mountebank.
no doubt, but thefe quacking Sort of Fellows rais'd

away

his

Stairs again,

great gains out of the miferable People
daily found, the
finitely greater,

;

for

we

Crouds that ran after them were inand their Doors were more throng-

ed than thofe of Dr. Brooks, Dr. Upton, Dr. Hodges^
Dr. Bermcky or any, tho' the moif famous Men of
And 1 was told, that fome of chcm got
the Time
:

Pound a Day by their Phyfick.
But there was ftill another Madnefs beyond all
this, which may ferve to give an Idea of the diftra^ed humour of the poor People at that Time
and this was their following a worfc Sort of
five

Deceivers than any of thefe; for thefe petty Thieves
only deluded them to pick their Pockets, and get
their
njer it

ver's

which their Wicked nefs, 'djhateon the Side of the DeceiBut in
deceiving, not upon the Deceived

Money j

was,

in

lay chiefly

:

am

going co mention, it lay chiefly in
the People deceiv'd, or equally in both i and this
was in wearing Charms, Philters, Exorcifms, Amulets, and I know not what Preparations, to fortify the Body with them againft the Plague j as if
the Plague was not the Hand of God, but a kind
of a PoSeflion of an evil Spirit ; and that it was to
be kept off with CrolTings, Signs of the Zodiac,
Papers tied up with fo many Knots
and certain
Words, or Figures written On them, as particularthis Part I
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Ahracadahray form'd in Triangle, oe

pyramid, thus.

ABRACADABRA
ABR ACADABR Others had the
ABR AC ADAB
Mark a Crofs.
ABRACADA
H
I
ABRACAD

Jefuits

in

ABRACA
ABRAC
ABRA
ABR

S
Others nothing but

Mark

this

thus.

AB
A

I might fpcnd a great deal of Time in my Exclamations againft the FoiJies, and indeed Wickednels of thofe things, in a Time of fuch Danger,
in a matter of fuch Confequences as this, of a
National Infedion, But my Memorandums of thefe
things relate rather to take notice only of the Fad,
it was fo
How the poor People
found the InfufEciency of thofe things, and how
many of thei|i were afterwards carried away in
the Dead -Carts, and thrown into the commoq
Graves of every Parifh, with thefe helliih Charms
and Trumpery hanging about their Necks, remains to be fpoken of as we go along.
All this was the Effed of the Hurry the People
were in, after the firft Notion of the Plague being at hand was among them
And which may
be faid to be from about Michaelmas i66^j but
more particularly after the two Men died in St
G'lei^Sy in the Beginning of December*
And again, after another Alarm in February ; for when
fhe Plague ev dently fpread it felf, they foon began to fee the Folly of trufting to thofe unperformini^ CreacureSj who had GuU'd them of their

and mention that

:

:

Money^

i

'

the
Money,
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work'd another
way, namely, to Amazement and Stupidity, not
knowing what Courfe to take, or what to do,
their Fears

cither to help or relieve thcmfelves ; but they ran
about from one Neighbours Houfe to another;
and even in the Streets, from one Door to another
with repeated Cries^ of, Lord have Mercy upon us,
what fhall we dol
Indeed, the poor People were to be pity'd in one
particular Thing, in which they had little or no
Relief, and which I Defire to mention withaferious Awe and Reflection ; which perhaps, every
one that reads this, may not relifli Namely, that
whereas Death now be^an not, as we may fay, to
hover over every ones Head only, but to look into their Houfes, and Chambers, and ftare in their
Faces Tho* there might be fome fiupidity, and
duUncfs of the Mind, and there was fo, a great
deal ; yet, there was a great deal of juft Alarm,
founded into the very inmofl: Soul, if I may fo fay
of others ; Many Confciences were awakened ;
many hard Hearts melted into Tears j many a penitent Confeflion was made of Crimes long concealed :
would wound the Souls of any Chriftian, to have
heard the dying Groans of many a delpairing Creature, and none durft come near to comfort them :
Many a Robbery, many a Murder, was then confeft aloud, and no Body furviving to Record the
Accounts of it. People might be heard even into the
Streets as we pafs'd along, calling upon God forMercy, thro'Jefus Chrift, andfaying. I iiave been a Thief,
I have been an Adulterer, I have been a Murderer,
and the like ; and none durft flop to make the leaft
Inquiry into fuch Things, or to adminifter Comfort to the poor Creatures, that in the Anguiili both
of Soul and Body thus cry'dout. Some of the
Miniftersdid Vi/it the Sick atfirft, and for a little while, but it was not to be done ; it would
have
:

:

'

;
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have been prefent Death, to have gone into fome

who were
: The very buryers of the Dead,
the hardnedeft Creatures in Town, were fometimes beaten back, and fo terrify 'd, that they durft
not go into Houles, where the whole Families were
fwept away together, and where the CircumflanHoufes

ces were

more

particularly horrible as

but this was indeed, at the

firft

fome were

;

Heat of the Di-

ftcmper.

Time enur'd them to it all ; and they ventured
every where afterwards, without Hefitation, as I
Occafion to mention at large hereafter.
I am fuppofmg now, the Plague to be begun, as
and that the Magiftrates begun to
I have faid,
take the Condition of the People, into their ferious
Conhderation ; what they did as to the Regulation of the Inhabitants, and of infefted Families.
but as to the Affair
fiiall fpeak to by it felf ;
of Health, it is proper to mention it here, that
having feen the foollfti Humour of the People, in
running after Quacks, and Mountebanks, Wizards,
and Fortune' tellers, which they did as above, even
The Lord Mayor, a very fober and
f o Madnefs.
religious Gentleman appointed Phyficians and Sur=
geons for Relief ot the poor ; I mean, the difeafed poor ; and in particular, ordered the College of
1

Phyficians to publifli Diredions for cheap Remedies, for the Poor, in ail the Circumftances of the
Diilemper. This indeed was one of the mod
charitable and judicious Things that could be

done at that Time j for this drove the People from
haunting the Doors of every Difperfer of Bills > and
from taking down blindly, and without Confideration, Poifon for Phyfick, and Death inftead of Life.
This Dire^5i:ion of the Phyficians was done by
a Confulcation of the whole College, and as it was
particularly calculated for the ufe of the Poor

and

for

cheap Medicines

it

was made

publick,
iQ

P
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every Body might fee it
and Copies
were given gratis to all that defoed it But as
it IS publick, and to be feen on all Occafions,
I
need not give the Reader of this, the Trouble
of it.
I {hall not be fnppofed to lelTen the Authority
or Capacity of the Phyficians, when, I fay, that
the Violence of the Diftemper, when it came to
its Extremity, was like the Fire the next Year
^
The Fire wliich confumed what the Plague could
not touch, defy'd all the Application of Remedies-,
the Fire Engines were broken the Buckets thrown
away ^ and the l^ower of Man was baffled , and
brought to an End fo the Plague defied all Medi-.
cince-, the very Phyficians were feized with it
fo that

:

,

with their Prefervatives in their Mouths ^ and
went about prefcribing to others and telling rhem what to do, till the Tokens were upon them, and they dropt down dead, deftroyed
by that very Enemy, they dircded others to oppofe.
This was the Cafe of feveral Phyficians,
pven fome of them the moft eminent
and of
feveral of the moft skilful Surgeons
Abundance
of Quacks too died, who had the Folly to truft to
their owii Medicines, which they muft needs
be confcious to themfelves, were good for nothing
and who rather ought, like other Sorts
of Thieves, to have run away, fenfible of their
Guilt, from the Juftice that thev could not
but expea Ihould punifh them, as they knew
they had deferved.
Not that it is any Derogation from the Labour, or Application of the Phylicans, to fay, they
fell in the common Calamity^ nor is it fo intended by m.e-, it rather is to their Praife, that
they ventured their Lives fo far as even to lofe
them in the Service of Mankind They endeavoured to do good, and to fave the Lives of others^But

Men

we
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not to expeft, that the Phyficians could
ftop God's Judgments, or prevent a Diftemper
eminently armed from Heaven, from executing

we were

it was fent about,
Doubtlefs, the Phyficians affiftedmany by their
Skill, and by their Prudence and Applications,

the Errand

to the faving of their Lives, and reftoring their
it is no lefTening their Charadter, or
their Skill, to fay, they could not cure thofe that
had the Tokens upon them, or thofe who were
mortally infefted before the Phyficians were fent

Health But
:

was frequently the Cafe.
remains to mention now what publick
Meafures were taken by the Magiftrates for the
general Safety, and to prevent the fpreading
I
of the Diftemper, when it firft broke out
{hall have frequent Occafion to fpeak of their

for, as

It

:

Prudence of the Magiftrates, their Charity, the
Vigilance for the Poor, and for preferving good
Order ^ furnilhing Provifions, and the like, when
the Plague was encreafed, as it afterwards was.
But I am now upon the Order and Regulations
they publifhed for the Government of infeded
Families.

^

.

_

»

,

mention'd above fhuttmg of Houfes up and
to
it is needful to fay fomething particularly
that ^ for this Part of the Hiftory of the Plague
but the mojl grievous Story
is very melancholy
I

miiji he told.

About June the Lord Mayor of London, and
the Court of Aldermen, as I have faid, began
more particularly to concern themfelves for the
Regulation of the City.
^. oThe Juftices of Peace for Middlefex, by Diredion of the Secretary of

State,

up Houfes in the Parifhes of
St.

Martins,

St.

good Succefs
^

had begun to

{but

St. Giles's in the Fields

Clement Danes,&c. and it was wit a
the
for in feveral Streets, where

plague

the
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Plague broke out, upon ftrift guarding the Houfes
that were infected, and taking Care to bury thofe
that died, immediatly atter they were known to
be dead, the Plague ceaied in thofe Streets. It was
alfo obferv'd, that the Plague decreas'd fooner in
thofe Pariihes, after they had been vifited to the
full, than it did in the Parilhes of Biflwpfgatey
Shoredttch, Aldgate.

jrhite-Chappel

Stepney^

ando-

taken in that Manner, being
a great means to the putting a Cheque to it.
This (hutting up of Houfes was a method firft
taken, as I underftand, in the Plague, which
happened in i6o^, at the Coming of King
James the Firft to the Crown, and the Power of
ihutting People up in their own Koufes, was
granted by Aft of Parliament, entitled. An AB
for the chaj'itahle Relief and Ordering of Ferfons infeBed with the Vlagiie. On which aA of Parliament, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the
City of London^ founded the Order they made at
this Time, and which took Place the i^oijidj
1665, when the Numbers infeded within the City, were but few, the laft Bill for the 92 Parilbes
being but four and feme Houfes having been
fhut up in the City, and fome fick People being
removed to the Peft-Houfe beyond Biinhill-Fields,
thers, the early Care

'

\

t

I

1

Si

in the Way to IJlingtoyi I fay, by thefe Means,
when there died near one thoufand a Week in the
Whole, the Number in the City was but 28,
and the Cit}?" was preferv'd more healthy in Proportion, than any other Places all the Time of
the Infection.
Thefe Orders of my Lord Mayor's were publifli'd, as I have faid, the latter End of Jnw^, and
took Place from the firft of Jiily^ and were as
follows, (yi%.).

OR-

Memoirs
ORDERS

of

Conceited and Vuhlijhed by

the

Mayor

and Aldermen of the Citj of
Lord
London, concermngthe InfeBion of the Plague.
1665.
'

'
'
*
'
'
«

'

'

HEREAS

in the Reign of our late
Sovereign King Javies, of happy Mey If mory, an Act was made for the charitable Relief and ordering of Per fons infected with
the Plague whereby Authority was given to Juftices of the Peace, Mayors, Baylifts and other
head Officers, to apppint within their feveral
Limits, Examiners, Searchers, Watchmen, Keepers, and Buriers for the Perfons and Places inir* -w* Tf-

%/\/

•

and to minifcer unto them Oaths for the
Performance of their Offices. And the fame Statute did alfo authorize the giving of other Directions, as unto th«m for the prefent Neceifity
fhould feem good in their Difcretions. It is now
upon fpecial Co.ifideration, thought very expedient for preventing and avoiding of Infection
of Sicknefs (if it ffiall fo pleafe Almighty God)
that thefe Ctlicers following be appointed, aild
thefe Orders hereafter duly obferved.

tfected,
«

*

'
*
*

'

*
*
*

Examiners

'THIRST,
'
'

'
'
'

'
'

to he appiytted hi every ParlJIh

It is

thought

requifite,

and

fo or-

dered, that in every Pariffi there be one,
two, or more Perfons of good Sort and Credit,

J?

chofen and appointed by the Alderman, his
Deputy, and com.mon-Council of every Ward,
b}'' the Nam.e of Examiners, to continue in that
And
Office the Space of two Monrhs at leaft
if any fit Perfonfo appointed, ihall refufe to un:

'

dertake

k
^fe P L A G U E
dertake the fame, the faid parties fo
P he committed to Prifon
until
*

*
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refilling, to

they

(hall ccn-

form themfelves accordinglj.

The Examiners 0§ce,

T

HAT thefe Examiners be fworn by the Al-

dermen, to enquire and learn from time to
time what Houfes in every Parifh be Vifited, and
what Pcrfons be Sick, and of what Difeafes, as
near as they can inform themfelves ^ and upon
doubt in that Cafe, to command Reftraint of Ac*
cefs, until it appear what the Difeafe {hall prove:
And if they find any Perfon lick of the Iiiftdion*
to give order to the Conftable that the Houfe be
ihut up^ and if the Conftable {hall be found Remifs or Negligent, to give prefent Notice thereof to the Alderman of the Ward.
,

'
'

'
*

*
'
'
'
'

Watchmen,

THAT

to every infected Houfe there be ap-

pointed two Watchmen, one for every Day^
for the Night
And that thefe
Watchmen have a fpecial care that no Perfon go
'in or out of fuch infected Houfes, whereof they
' have the Charge,
upon j^ain of fevere Puni{h' ment.
And the faid Watchman to do fuch fur' ther Offices
as the fick Houfe {hall need and re' quire
and if the Watchmen be fent upon any
* Buiinefs, to lock up
the Houfe, and take the Key
' with him : And the
Watchman by Day to attend
' until ten of the Clock at
Night And the Watch' man by
Night untill fix in the Morning.
^
'

and the other

:

:

Searchers.

r-pi
^
,

*

HAT

there be a fpecial care to appoint
Women-Searchers in every Parifh, fuch as
are of honeft Reputation, and of the befl Sort as
can be got in this kind : And thefe to be fworn to

X

'

make
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*
*
*

*

*
'
'

*
'

*
*
*
*

of

make due Searchj and true Report to the utmcft
their Knowledge, whether the Perfons whofe Bodies they are appointed to Search, do die of the Inwhat other Difeafes, as near as they
the Phyficians who fhalJ beappointed for Cure, and Prevention of the Infedion, do call
before them the faid Searchers, who are, or fliall be
feftion, or of

can.

And that

appointed for the fe\^eral Pariilies under their refptdiveCaresi to the end they may confider, whether
they are fitly qualified for that Employment ; and
charge them from time to time as they fhall fee
Caiife, if they appear defedive in their Duties.
*
That no Searcher during this timeof Vifitation,
be permitted to ufe any publick Work or Employment, or keep any Shop or Stall, or be employed
as a Landrefs, Or in any other common Employment whatfoever*
ChirUrgeohs.

FO

R

much

better affiftancc of the Searchers, for as
as there hath been heretofore great abufc

'

in mifreporting the Difeaie, to the further fpread-

'

ing of thelnfedion : It is therefore ordered, that
there be chofen and appointed able and difcreet
Chirurgcons, befides thofe that do already belong

'
*
*
*
'

'

'
'
*

^

^

'

^

to the Pefl-Houfe ; Amongfl whom the City and Liberties to be quartered as the places lie moil: apt
and convenient j and every of thefe to have one
for his Limit : and the faid Chirurgeons in
every of their Limits to join with the Searchers for
the View of the Body, to the end there may be a
true Report made of the Difeafe.

Quarter

' And further, that
the faid Chirurgeons (hall vifttr
and fearch fuch like Perfons as fliall either fend for
them, or be named and direded unto them, by the
Examiners of every Parifli, and inform themfelveS

of the Difeafe of the faid Parties.
'

And

.

the
*
,

P L
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as the laid Chirurgeons are to be

*

fequeftred from

'

this Difeafe of the Infeaion

*

every of the faid Chirurgeons fhall have Tv^elvepence a Body fearched by them, to be paid out of
the Goods of the Party fearched, if he be able, ot
otherwife by the Parilh.

*
*
*

all

other Cures, and kept only to
;

That

It is order'd,

Nurfe-keepers

any Nurfe-keeper fiiall remove her felf out of
any infededHoufe before twenty eightDays after the Deceafeofany Pcrfon dying of the Infedion, the Houfe to which the faid Nurfe-keeper doth
fo remove her felf, iliall be^hut up until the faid
twenty eight Days be expired.

IF

*
'

^

*

Orders

concerning infedled Hoiifes,
Perfons tick of the Plague.

and

Notice to be given of the Sicknefs*
^
'

npHE Mafter of every Houfe,

as foon

as any

JL one in hisHoufcGomplaineth,either of Botch^

or Purple, or Swelling in any part of his Body, or
falleth otherwife dangeroufly Sick, without appa*
rent Caufe of fome other Difeafe, ih.all give kno\yMedge thereof to the Examiner of Health, within
*
two Hours after the faid Sign fliall appear.
'

'

Sequefiration oj the Sick.
*
^

*
'

*
*

A

S foon as anyMan

lliall

be found by this Exa-

miner, Chirurgeoft or Searcher to be fick of
the Plague, he fxiall the fame Night be (equeftred
in the fame Houfe, and in cafe he be fo fequeftrcd,
then, though he afterwards die not, tiie Houfe

wherein he fiekned, fnould be£hut up

E

for

a Mouchj
'

after

:

Memoirs

50
*

after the ufe of the

Qf

due Prefervatives taken by the

*FeIt.

Airing the Stuff.
*

T7^

*

Jr

*
\

*
*

*

O ^ Sequeftration of the

Goods and

Stuff of

the Infedion, their Bedding, and Apparel, and
Hangings of Chambers, muft be well aired with
Fire, and fuch Perfumes as are requifite within the
infedted Houfe, before rhey be taken again to ufe
This to be done by the Appointment ottheExami-

Shutting up oj the Houfe.
*
*

'
*

*

"tTFanyPerfon (hall have vifitedanyMan,fcnov(rnto
JL be infeded of the Plague,or entred willingly into any knov/n infeded Houfe, being not allowed
The Houfe wherein he inhabiteth, fhall be ihut up
for certain Days by the Examiners Diredion.
:

None
*
*
*

to he

removed out of infeSied Houfes, hut, &G.

"TTEM, That

A where he
other Houfe

none be remov'd out of the Houfe

falleth fick of thelnfedion, into any

in the City, (except it be to the Vefior a Tent, or unto fome fuch Houfe, which
'
the Owner of the faid vifited Houfe holdeth in his
"
own Hands, and occupieth by his own Servants)
*
and fo as Security be given to the Parifh, whither
*
fuch Remove is made j that the Attendance and
*
Charge about the faid vifited Perfons (ball be ob'
ferved and charged in all the Particularities before
* exprelled, without
anyCoft of thatParifli, to which
*
any fuch Remove tbali happen to be made, and this
* Remove to be done by Night : And it fhall be law*
ful to any Perfon that hach two Houfes, to remove
* either his found
or his itifeded People to his fpare
*
Houfe at his choice, fo as if he fend avyay Hril
*
his Sound, he not atter fend thither the Sick, nor
'
again unto the Sick the Sound. And that the fame
*

Hmfe

wiji^h

the
*
*
*
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which he fendeth, be for one Week at the leaft
fhut up, and fecluded fromi Company, for fear of
fome Infection, at the firfl: not appearing.
Burial of the Dead.

*
*

r-p H A T the Burial of the Dead by
JL

this Vifita-

tion, be at moft convenient

Hours, always eiafter Sun-fetting, with

'

ther before Sun-rifing,

'

the Privity of the Cihur<:h-wardens or ConftablCji
and not otherwife ; and that no Neighbours not
Friends be fiiffered to accompany the Corps to

'
'

c)r

Church, or to enter the Houfe vi/ited, upon pair!
of having his Houfe fliut up, or be imprifoned.
' And that
no Corps dying of Infcdion fhall be bu*
ried, or remain in any Church in time of Com'
mon-Prayer, Sermon, or Ledure. And that no'
*
Children be fuffered at time of burial of any Corps
*
in any Church, Church-yard, or Burying- place tc<
*
come near the Corps, Coffin, or Grave. And that
*
all the Graves fhall be at leaft fix Foot deep.
'
And further, all publick AfTeifiblies at other Bu'
rials are to be forborn during the Continuance of
'

'

*

this Viiitation.

No

infeEied Stuffto he uttered.

THAT no
*

*
'

'

'

*

*
,
*

Clothes, Stuff, Bedding or Garments
be futfered to be carried or conveyed out oi
any infefted Houfes, and that the Criers and Carriers abroad of Bedding or old Apparel to be fold or
pawned, be uLterly prohibited and reftrained, and
noBrokers of Bedding or old Apparel be permitted

to make any outward Shew, or hang forth on thetc
Stalls,Shopboards orWmdov^/s towards any Srreet^

Lane, Common-way or Palfage, any old Bedding
or Apparel to be fold, upon pain of Impriionmcnr^
And if any Broker or other Perfon fbaU buyany"
Bedding, Apparel, or other Stuff out of any infed-

ed Houfej within two Months

E
»

a

after the Infedion

fhath
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of

hath been there, his HoufeiliaU be fhut up as In^
feded, and fo fhall continue ihut up twenty Days

*
*

'

*

at the leaft.

No

^

Per/on to be conveyed out of any infeBed Houfe.

anyPerfon vifiteddo fortvme by negh'gent lookIFing
unto, or by any other Means, to come,
or

*
*

be conveyed from a Place infed"ed, to any other
P-ace theParifti fromwhence fucliParty hath come
or been conveyed, upon notice thereot given, fhall
at their Charge caufe the faid Party fo vifited and
efcaped, to be carried and brought back again by
't

*

'
'
*

*

*

Night, and the Parties in this cjte offending, to be
puniihed at the Diredion of the Alderman of the
Ward and the Houfe of the Receiver of fuch vifitedPerfon, to be fhut up for twenty Days.
;

*

E'very mfited Houfe to he marked.
<

jf

I

^HAT every

-L
*
'

'

*

Door, evident to be feen, and with thefe ufual
printed Words, that is to fay, Lord have Mercy upon
usj to be fet clofe over the fame Crofs, there to
continue until lavi^ful opening of the fame Houfe.
Every

*

*

^

Houfe vifited, be marked with a
Foot long, in the middle of the

red Crofs of a

vifited

Houfe

to be

watched.

fnpHAT the Conftables fee every Houfe

X
may keep

fliut up,

be attended with Watchmen, which
them in, and rainifter Neceffaries unto

i)nd to

at their own Charges (if they beabie,)orat
the common Charge, if they be unable
The (hiitting up to be for the fpace of four Weeks after
all be whole,

them

^
*
*

*
*
*
^

:

' That
precifeOrder be taken that the Searchers,
Chirurgeonsj Keepers and Buriers are not to pafs
the Streets without holding a red Rod or Wand of

three Foot in Length in their Hands, open and evident to be feen, and are not to go into any other
*

Houfe

FLAG UE
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into their own, or into that wher^'unto
they are directed or fent fori but to forbear and ab-

Houfe then

^
*

from Company, efpecially when they have
been lately ufedin any fuch Bufmefs or Atiendance.

ftain
*

'

Inmates*

T^HAT where feveral Inmates ^re

in one and
fame Houfe,and any Perfon in that Houfe
happens to be Inkfced; t>o other Perfon ofFamiiy of fuch Houfe ftiall be fuffered to remove
him or themfelves without a Certificate from the
Examiners of Health of that Parifh ; or in default
thereof, the Houfe whither he or they fo remove^
fliall be fhiut up as in cafe of Vi(itation»

'
*

JL

*
*
*

-

*

tlie

Hackney-Coaches.
*

*

*
*
*
'

^

r~TpHAT

care be taken of Hackney-Coach-men,

JL t^hat they may not(as fome of them have been
obfcrved to do; after carrying of infe£ted Perfonsto
the Pefl-Iioufe, and other Places, be admitted to
common u{e, till their Coaches be well aired, and
have flood unemployM by the Space of five or fix
Days after fuch Service.

Orders

cleanfing and keeping of the

for

Streets Sweet.
'The Streets to be kept dean.
*

THIRST,

*

JL/ ed, that every Houfliolder do caufe the Street
to be daily prepared before his Door, and fo to

'
*^

keep

it

it is

thought neceffary, and

clean fwept

all

'That Rakers take

£he
it

fo order"

Week long.

from out

the Houfes.

r-pHAT
*

*

the Sweeping and Filth of Houfes be
claily carry 'd away by the Rakers, and that
the Raker lliall give notice of his coming, by the

X

E

3

*

blowing
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of

the blowing of a Horn, as hitherto hath been
'
done.

^

Layjialh to be made far offfrom the City,

ripHAT the Layftalls be removed as far as may
*
'

X

out of the City, and common Paffages,
and that no Nightman or other be fuffered toenir
pty a Vault into any Garden near about the City.
Qare

to be

had of iinwholfome
miifty

*

^
*
'

Fiji)

or Flefi, and of

Corn.

npHAT fpecial care be taken, that no ftinking

X

Fiib, orunwholefome Fleih, or mufty Corn,
or other corrupt Fruits,of what Sort foever be fuffered to be fold about the City, or any part of

the fame.
That the Brewers and Tippling-houfes be look^ ed unto, for mufty and unwholfome Casks.
' That no Hogs, Dogs, or
Cats, or tame Pigeons, or
* Conies, be fuffered to be
kept within any part of
* the
City, or any Swine to be, or ftray in the
' Streets or Lanes,
but that fuch Swine be impound* ^d by the Beadle
or any other OfBcer, and the
* Owner punilhed according
to
of Common^Council, and that the Dogs be killed by the
* Pog-killers appointed for that
purpofe.
'

'

Ad

ORDERS concerning

loofe Perfons and

idle Aflemblies.
Beggers'
*

T?Orrafmuch as nothing

^

(than the Multitude of Rogues and wandring
Beggars, that fwarm in every place about the City, being a great caufe of the fpreading of the In-

f

is

more complained

of,

*jfeQion^

the

P
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fection,and will not be avoided, notwithftanding
anyOrder that have been given to the contrary :
It is therefore now ordered, that fuch Conftables,
and others, whcm this Matter may any way con-

'
'

'
'

'cern, takefpecial care thatno wandring Begger
'
be fufFered
the Streets of this City, in any fa'
Ihion or manner, whatfoever, upon the Penalty
' provided
by the Law to be duely and feverely

m

'

executed upon them.

*

rTHHAT

Flap,
all Plays, Bear-Baitings,

Games, iing-

fuch like
of Ballads, Buckler-play,
X
People, be utterly pro'Caufesof AlFemblies
*

or

ii^g

of

and the Parties oftcndiu'J feverely pu^
by every Alderman in his "Ward.

'

hibited,

*

niftied

*

npHAT

Feajlhg Prohibited.

'

all

publick Feafting, and particularly

City, and Dinners
the Companies
XTaverns,
Alehoufes, and other Places of comt)y

of this

'

at

'

mon Entertainment be forborn till further Order
andAllowance ^ and that the Money thereby fpa^
red, be preferved and em37-loyed for the Benefit
and Relief of the Pcor vifited with the Infedtion,

'

'
'

Tipling'HouJ'es.
^
'
*
*

'
'
'

*
'

^^HAT

X

diforderly Tipling in Taverns, Alehoufes, CofFe-houfes, and Cellars be fevere-

ly looked unto, as the common Sin of this Time,
and greateft occafion of difperfing thePlague.And
that no Company or Perfon be fuffered to remain
or come into any Tavern, Ale-houfe, or Coffehoufe to drink after nineof theClockintheEvening, according to the antient Law and Cuftom of
this City, upon the Penalties ordained in that Be?

*half.
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'
*
'

^
'
'
^
'
'

*
*
^

*
*

*
^
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for the better execution of thefe Orders,

and fuch other Rules and Diredions as upon further conlideration {hall be found needful-, It is
ordered and enjoined that the Aldermen, Deputies, and Common-Council-men fhall meet together weelily, once, twice, thrice, or oftner, (as
caufe lhall require) at fome one general Place accuftomed in their refpe£tive "Wards (being clear
from Infeaion of the Plague) to confult how the

may be duly put in Execution not
intending that any, dwelling in or near Places
infedted, {hall come to the faid Meeting whiles
their coming may be doubtful. And the faid Aldermen, and Deputies, and Common-Council-

faid Orders

men in their feveral Wards may put in Execiition any other good Orders that by them at their
Meetings {hall be conceived and devifed,
His Majefty's Subjefts from

'

faid

^

for Prefervation of

*the Infe£lion,'
$ir

John Law rencel

Six GeorgeWatermanl q,

Lord Mayor. J Sir

»

rr

Charles Doe.

I need not fay, that thefe Orders extended only
to fuch Places as were within the Lord Mayor's
Jurisdiction
fo it is requifite to obferve, that the
Juftices of Peace, within thofe Pariihes, and Places
as were called the Hamlets, and Out-parts, took

the

fame Method

:

As

I

remember,

the Or-

ders for {hutting up of Houfes, did not take Place
fo foon on our Side, becaufe, as I faid before, the
Plague did not reach to thefe Eailern Parts of the

Town,

at lea{l:, nor begin to be ve^y violent, till
the beg;inning of Aiigiifi. For Example, the whole
Bill, from the i ith to the i8th of July, was 1761,
yet there dy'd but 71 of the Plague, in all thofe

Pavifhes

we

^3 ftilows»

call the ToF^r-Ha^wl^ts^

and they were

the
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Algate

14.

34

6?

Steimey

39
21

58 and to the

-jS

Week was 48 i^o^ Aitg.

79

White- Chaypel
St.

JCtjjtfc.

louder

Trin. Minories

It
rials

the next

2

4

thus.

thus.

i

1

4
4

71

14s

228

was indeed, coming on a main for the Buthat fame Week, were in the next adjoining

Parifhes, thus,

St.Len.Shorditch 64 the next Week
84 tothei^.i^o
St.But.Blfiopfg. 6$ prodigioufly en- 10$ of Jug, I16
creafed, as
421 thus. 5^4,
St.Gi/^5Gripp/.2I3

610

342

780

This putting up of houfes was at firft counted
a ver3r cruel and Unchriftian Method, and the
poor People fo confin'd made bitter Lamentations:
Complaints of the Severity of it, were al Co daily
brought to my Lord Mayor, of Houfes caufelefsly,
(and fome malicioufly) Ihut up I cannot fay, but
upon Enquiry, many that complained fo loudly,
were found in a Condition to be continued, and
others again Infpection being made upon the lick
Perfon, and the Sicknefs not appearing infections,
or i{ uncertain, yet, on his being content to
be carried to the Peft-Houfe, were releafed.
It is true, that 'the locking up the Doors of
Peoples Houfes, and fetting a Watchman there
Ivlight and Day, to prevent their ftirrhig out, or
any coming to them when, perhaps, the found
People, in the Family, might haveefcaped, if
they had been reraov'd from the Sick, looked ve-?
ry hard and cruel and many People periOied in
thefe miftrable Confinements, which 'tis reafon:

-,

•,

ablf

58

M

E

M O

I

R

S

able to believe, would not have been diftempej'd
if they had had Liberty, tho' the Plague was in the
Houfe ; at which the People were very clamorous
and unealie at firft, and feveral Violences were
committed, and Injuries offered to the Men, who
were fet to watch the Houfes fo fhut up alfo feveral People broke out by Force, in many
Places, as I fhall obferve by and b3r But it was
a publick Good that juftified the private Mifchief ^ ard there was no obtaining the leaft Mitigation, by ariy Application to Magiftrates, or Government, at that Time, at leaft, not that I heard
of. This put the people upon all Manner of Stratagem, in order, if poifible, to get out, and it
would fill a little Volume, to fet down the Arts
us'd by the People of fuch Houfes, to (but the Eyes
of the Watchmen, who were employ'd, to deceive
them, Slid to efcape, or break out from them in
which frequent Scuffles, and fome Mifchief happened
of which by it felf
As 1 went along Hoiindfditch one Morning, about eight a-Clock, there was a great Noife it
is true indeed, there was not much Crou(J^ becaiife People were not very free to gather together,
:

•,

or to ftay long together, when they were there,
nor did! ftay long there But the Outcry was loud
;

enough to prompt my Curiclity, and I call'd to
one that Icok'd out of a Windo"(v, and ask'd what
was the Matter.
A Watchman, it feems, had been employed to
keep his Poft at the Door of a Houfe, which was
infected, cr faid to be infected, and was fliut up
he had been there all Night for two Nights together, as he told his Stor}^, and the Day Watchman had been there one Day. and was now come
to relieve him. All this while no Noife had
])een heard in the Houfe, no Light had been
feen 5 they call'd for nothing, fent him of no Er:

randsj

the
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which us'dto be the chief Bufinefs of the
Watchman-, neither had they given him any Difturbance, as he faid, from the Monday afternoon,
when he heard great crying and fcreaming in the
Houfe, which, as he fuppofed, was occalioned by
feme of the Family dying juft at that Time it
feems the Night before, the Dead-Cart, as it was
called, had been ftopt there, and a Strvant-Maid
had been brought down to the Door dead, and the
rands,

:

Buriers or Bearers, as they were call'd, put her into the Cart, wrapt only in a greep Rug, and
carried her away.

The Watchman had knock'd at the Door, it
feems, when he heard that Noife and Crying, as
above, and no Body anfwered, a great while-, but
at laft one look'd out and faid with an angry
quick Tone,^ and yet a Kind cf crying Voice, or
a Voice of 6ne that was crying, tfhat d'ye want,
that ye maU fiich a knocking ? He anfwer'd, lam the
Jfatchman f \ how do yon de ^ What is the Matter ?
The Perfon anfwered, Jfhat is that to you I Stop the
Dead-Cart. This It feems, was about one a-Clock
foon

after, as the Fellow faid, he flopped the DeadCart, and then knock'd again, but no Body anfwer'd: He continued knocking, and the Bellman

call'd out feveral

Times, Bring out your Dead ^ but
till the Man that drove the

no Body anfwered,

Cart being call'd tb ether Honfes, would ftay no
longer, and drove away.
The Watchman knew not what to make of
all this, fo he let them alone, till the MorningMan, or Day Watchman, as they call'd him, came
to relieve him, giving him an Account of the
Particulars, they knock'd at the Door a great
while, but no bod3r anfwered
and they obferv'd, that the Window, or Cafement, at which
the Perfon had look'd out, who had anfwer'd before, continued open, being up two Pair of Stairs.
•
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the two Men to fatisfy their Curiofity, got a long Ladder, and one of them went up
Window,
and look'd into the Room, where
to the
he faw a Woman lying dead upon the Floor, in a
difmal Manner, having no Cloaths on her but
her Shift But tho' he call'd aloud, and putting
in his long Staff, knocVd hard on the Floor, yet
no Body ftirr'd or anfwered ^ neither could he
hear any Koife in the Houfe.
He came down again, upon this, and acquainted his Fellow, who went up alfo, and finding
it juft fo, they refolv'd, to acquaint either the
Lord Mayor, or fome other Magiftrate of it, but
did not offer to go in at the Window The Magiftrate it feems, upon the Information of the
two Men, ordered the Houfe to be broken open,
a Conflable, and other Perfons being appointed
to be prefent, that nothing might be plundred ^
and accordingly it was fo done, when no Body
was found in the Houfe, but that young Woiiimn,
who having been infedted, and paft Recovery,
the reft had left her to die by her felf, and were
cvetj one gone, having found fome Way to delude the Watchman, and get open the Door, or
get out at fome Back Dcor, or over the Tops of the
Houfes, fo that he knew nothing of it and as to
thcfe Crys and Shrieks, which he heard, it was
fuppos'd, they wete the paflionate Cries of the
Family, at the bitter parting, which, to be fure,
it was to them all ^ this being the Sifter to the
Miftrefs of the Family.
The Man of the Houfe,
his Wife, fevejal Children, and Servants, being
fled,
and
whether
fick or found, that I
all gone
could never learn nor, indeed, did I make much

Upon this,

:

:

(

Enquiry

after

it.

Many

fuch eicapes were made, out of infeded
Houfes, as particularly, when the Watchman was
fent of fome Errand for it was his Bufinefs to gf^
;

of

the
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that

is

to fay, for Neceffaries, fuch as Food and Phyiick
to fetch Phyficians, if they would come, or Surgeons, or Nurfes, or to order the Dead-Cart, and
the like But with this Condition too, that when
he went, he was to lock up the Outer-Door of
the Houfe, and take the Key away with him j to
atchmen, People got
evade this, and cheat the
two or three Keys made to their Locks or they
found Ways to unfcrew the Locks, fuch as were
fcrew'd on, and fo take off the Lock, being in the
Infide of the Houfe, and while they fent away
the Watchman to the Market, to the Bakehoufe,
or for one Trifle or another, open the Door, and
go out as often as they pleas'd But this being found out, the Officers afterwards had Orders
to Padlock up the Doors on the Outiide, and
place Bolts on them as they thought fit.
At another Houfe, as I was inform'd, in the
Street next within Algate, a whole Family was
fhut up and lock'd in, becaufe the Maid-Servant
was taken lick-, the Mafler of the Houfe had complain'd by his Friends to the next Alderman, and
•,

W

•

:

to the Lord Mayor, and had confented to have
the Maid carried to the Peft-Houfe, but was re-

Door was marked with a red Crofs,
a Padlock on the Outiide, as above, and a Watchkian fet to keep the Door according to publick
Order.
After the Mafter of the Houfe found there was
no Remed3r, but that he, his Wife and his Children were to be lockt up with this poor diftempered Servant he call'd to the Watchman, and told

fufed, fo the

him,he muft go then and fetch a Nurfe for them,
to attend this poor Girl,for that it would be certain
Death to them all to oblige them to nnrfe her,
and tcld him plainly that if he would not do
this, the Maid muft perifh either of the Dillem,

per
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per, or be ftarv'd for want of Food; for he was
refolvM none of his Family, fhould go near herj
lay in the Garret four Story high, v^here
could not Cry out, or call to any Body for

and ihe
flie

Help.

The Watchman confented to that, and went
and fetch'd a Nurfe as he was appointed, and
brought her to them the fame Evening ; during
this interval, the Mafter of the Houfe took his
Opportunity to break a large Hole thro' his Shop
into a Bulk or Stall, where formerly a Cobler had
fat,

before

Tenant

as

or under his Shop-window ; but the
may be fuppofed, at fuch a difmal

Time as thai, was dead or removed, and fo he had
having made his
Key in his own keeping

the

;

into this Stall, which he cont'd not have done*
the Man had been at the Door, the Noife he
was obliged to make, being fuch as would have
alam'd the Watchman-, I fay, having made his
Way into this Stall, he fat ftill till the Watchman
returned with the Nurfe, and all the next Day alfo; but the Night following, having contrived to
fend the Watchman of another trifling Errand,
which as I take it, was to an Apothecary's for a

Way
if

for the Maid, which he was to ftay for
the making up, or fome other fuch Errand that
might fecure his flaying fome Time ; in that
Time he conveyed himfelt, and all his Family out
of the Houfe, and left the Nurfe and the Watchman to bury the poor Wench ; that is, throw her

Plafter

into the Cart, and take care of the Houfe.
I cou'd give a great many fuch Stories as thefc,
diverting enough, which in the long Courfe of that

and
difmal Year, 1 met with, that is heard of,
which are very certain to be true, or very near the
Tuth ; that is to fay, true in the General, for
no Man could at fuch a Time, learn all the Particulars : There was likewife Violence ufcd with
the

the
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the Watchmen, as was reported in abundance of
Places ; and I beh'evc, that from the Beginning
of the Vifitation to the End, there was not lefs
than eighteen or twenty of them kill'd, or fo
wounded as to be taken up for Dead, which was
fnppos'd to be done by the People in the infefted

I

Houfes which were fhut up, and where they attempted to come out, and were opposed.
Nor indeed cou'd lefs be expefted, for here were
juft fomany Prifons in the Town, as there were
Houfes fhut up; and as the People fhut uporimprifon'd fo, were guilty of no Crime, only (hut up
becaufe miferable, it was really the more intollerable to them.

had alfo this Difference ; that every Prifon,
call it, had but one Jaylor ; and as he
had the whole Houfe to Guard, and that many
Houfes were fo fituated, as that they had feveral
Ways out, fome more, fome lefs,and fome into feveral
Streets ; it was impoflible for one Man fo to Guard
all the Paffages,
as to prevent the efcape of PeoIt

as

we may

made

defperate by the fright of their Circumby the Refentment of their ufage, or by
the raging of the Diftemper ic felf fo that they
would talk to the Watchman on one Side of the
Houfe, while the Family made their efcape at anople,

fiances,

;

i

ther.

,

For example, [n Coleman-flreety there are abundance of Alleys, as appears flill; a Houfe vras fhut
up in that they call ^fe/- Alley, and this HouCc
had a back Window, not a Door into a Court,

which had a PafTage into

man was

fet

Bell- Alley
a Watchby the Conflable, at the Door of this
;

Houfe, and there he flood, or his Comrade Night
and Day, while the Family went all away in the
Evening, out at that Window into the Court,
ana left the poor Fellows warding, and watching,
for near a Fortnight.

Not

;
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from the fame Place, they blow'd up
a Watchman with Gun-powder, and burnt the
poor Fellow dreadfully, and while he made hidious Crys, and no Body would venture to come
near to help him the whole Family that were able
to ftir, got out at the Windows one Story high two
that were left Sick, calling out for Help; Care
was taken to give them Nurfes to look after them,
but the Peiions fled were never found, till after
the Plague was abated they return'd, but as nothing cou'd be prov'd, fo nothing could be done
to them.
Ic u to be confiderM too,that as thefe were Prifons
without Barrs and Bolts, which our common Prifons are furniih'd with, fo the People let themfelves
down out of their Windows, even in the Face of
far

;

;

the Watchman, bringing Swords or Piftols in their
Hands, and threatening the poor Wretch to ihoot
him, if he ftir'd, or called for Help.
In other Cafes, fome had Gardens, and Walls,
or Pa/es between them and their Neighbours ; or
Yards, and back-Houfes ; and thefe by Friendfhip and Entreaties, would get leave to get over
thofe Walls, or Pales, and fo go out at their
Neighbour's Doors ; or by giving Money to their
Servants, get them, to let them thro' in the Night
fo that in fiiort, the fhutting up of Houfes, was
neither did it
in no wife to be depended upon
anfwer the End at all ; ferving more to make the
People defperate, and drive them to fuch Extremities, as that, they would break out at all Adventures.

And that which was ftill worfe, thofe that did
thus break out, fpread the Infe<5tion farther by their
wandring about with the Diftemper upon them,
in their defperate Circumflances, than they would
ot her v;i(e have dones for whoever confiders all the
Particulars in fuch Cafes muft acknowlede,- and we
car

the
.

>
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cannot doubt but the feverity of thofe Confinements, made many People defperate ; and made
them run out ot their Houfes at all Hazards, and
with the Plague vifibly upon them^ not knowing
either whither to go, or what to do, or indeed,
what they did ; and many that did fo, were driven to dreadful Exigences and Extremeties, and
Perifii'd in the Streets or Fields for meer Want, or
drop*d down, by the raging violence of the Fever
upon them
Others wandred into the Country,
and went forward any Way, as their Defperatioa
guided them, not knowing whether they went or
would go, til] faint and tir'd, and not getting any
:

Houfes and Villages on the Road,
admit them to lodge, whether infeded
or no ; they have perifh'd by the Road Side, or
gotten into Barns and dy'd there, none daring
to come tothem, or relieve them, tho' perhaps not
infeded, for no Body would believe them.
On the other Hand, when the Plague at firft
feiz'd a Family, that is to fay, when any one Body
of the Family, had gone our, and unwarily orotherwife catch'd the Diflemper and brought it Home,
it was certainly known by the Family, before ic
was known to the Officers, who, as you will fee
by the Order, were appointed to examine into
Relief; the

refufing to

the Circumftances of all Tick Perfons, when they
heard of their being fick.
In this Interval, between their being taken Sick,
and the Examiners coming, the Mafter ot the

Houfe had Leifure and Liberty to remove himfelf,
all
his Family, if he knew whether to go, and
did fo
But the great dii^tRer was, that many did thus, after they were really infeded themor

many

:

and fo carry'd the Dik2L(e into the Houfes
of thofe who were fo Hofpi tabic as to receive
them, which it muft be confefs'd wa« very cruel
and ungraceful.
felves,

F

And

:
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the Reafon of the general
And
Notion, or fcandal rather, which went about of
the Temper of People infe(^ed ; Namely, that they
did not take the leaft care, or make any Scruple of
this

was

in Part,

cannot fay, but there
but not fo general
as was reported. What natural Reafon could be
given, for fo wicked a Thing, at a Time, when
they might conclude themfelves juft going to appear at the Barr of Divine Juftice, I know not
I am very well fatisfy*d, that it cannot be reconcird to Religion and Principle, any more than it
can be to Generofity and Humanity j but I may
(peak of that again.
I am fpeaking now of People made defperate,
by the Apprehenfions of their being fliut up, and
their breaking out by Stratagem or Force, either
before or after they were iliut up, whofe Mifery
was not Icflen'd, when they were out, but fadly
encreafed On the other Hand, many that thus
got away, had Retreats to go to, and other Houles, where they lock'd themfelves up, and kept
hid till the Plague was over and many Families forefeeing the Approach of the Diflemper, laid
np Stores of Provifions, fufficient for their whole
Families, and fiiut themfelves up, and that fo entirely, that they were neither feen or heard of, till the
Infedion was quite ccafed, and then came abroad
Sound and Well
I might recoiled feveral fuch
as thefe, and give you the Particular of their
Management i for doubtlefs, it was the moft effedual fecure Step that cou'd be taken for fuch,
whofe Circuniftance would not admit them to remove, or who had not Retreats abroad proper for
the Cafe J for in being thus fiiut up, they were as
if they had been a hundred Miles off
Nor do I
remember, that ar.y one of thofe Families mifcary'di among thefe, fevcral Dutch Merchants were
infecting

others

j

tho'

might be fome Truth

I

in it too,

:

;

:

:

particu-

tk
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particularly remarkable, who kept their Houfes
like little Garrifons befieged, fufFering none to go
in or out, or come near them-, particularly one in

a Court in Throckmorton Street, whofe Houfe looked into Drapers Garden.
But I come back to the Cafe of Families infeded, and (hut up by the Magiftrates the Mifery
of thofe Families is not to be exprefs'd, and it was
generally in fuch Houfes that we heard the moft
difmal Shrieks and Out-cries of the poor People
terrified, and even frighted to Death, by the Sight
of the Condition of their deareft Relations, and by
the Terror of being imprifoned as they were.
I remember, and while I am writing this Story, I think I hear the very Sound of it, a certain
Lady had an only Daughter, a young Maiden about 1 9 Years old, and who was poffeffcd ofa vethey were only Lodry Confiderable Fortune
gers in the Houfe where they were : The young
Woman, her Mother, and the Maid, had been abroad on fome Occafion, I do not remember what,
but about two
for the Houfe was not (hut up
Hours after they came home, the young Lady
complain'd Ihe was not well , in a quarter of an
Hour more,fhe vomited, and had a violent Pain in
her Head. Pray God, fays her Mother in a terrible
Fright, my Child has not the Diftemper! The
Pain in her Head increafing, her Mother ordered
the Bed to be warm'd, and refolved to put her to
Bed ^ and prepared to give her things tofweat,
which was the ordinary Remedy to be taken,
when the firft Apprehcnfions of the Diftemper
began.
While the Bed was airing, the Mother undref^
fed the young Woman, and juft as fhe was laid
down in the Bed, fhe looking upon her Body with
a Candle, immediately difcov^red the fatal Tokens on the Inlide of her Thighs, Her Mother
not
V 2
•,

^8
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not being able to contain herfelf, threw down
her Candle, and fcriekt out in fuch a frightful
,

Manner, that

it

was enough

to place Horror upon

the ftouteft Heart in the World nor was it one
Skream,_ or one Cvj, but the Fright, having feiz'd
her Spirits, {he fainted firft, then recovered, then
ran all over the Houfe, up the Stairs and down the
Stairs, like one diftracted, and indeed reaMv was
diftraded, and continued fcreching and crying
out for feveral Hours, void of all Senfe, or at leaft,
Government of her Senfes, and as I was told, never came throughly to herfelf a^ain
As to the
young Maiden, fbe was a dead Corpfe from that
Moment; for the Gangreu which occalinns the
Spots had fpread her whole BoJv, and ihe died
in lefs than two Hours
But ftill the Mother
continued crying out, not knowing any Thing
more of her Child, feveral Hours after Ihe was
dead.
It is fo long ago, that I am not certain,
but I think the Mother never recover'd, but died
in two or three Weeks after.
This was an extraordinary Cafe, and I am therefore the more particular in it, becaufe I came fo
much to the Knowledge of it but there were in:

:

numerable fuch like Cafes
and it was feldora,
that the Weekly Bill came in but there were
two or three put in frighted., that is, that way well
be calVd, frighted to Death: But befides thofe,
who were fo frighted to die upon the Spot, there
were great Numbers frighted to other Extreams,
fome frighted out of their Senfes, fome out of their
Mernory, and fome out cf their Underftanding:
But I return to the {hutting up of Houfes.
As feveral People, I fay, got out cf their Houses
by Stratagem, after they were {hut up, fo others
got out by bribing the Watchmen, and giving
them Money to let them go privately out in the
Kight. I muft confefs, I thought it at that time,
tlie

the
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the moft innocent Corruption, or Bribery, that any Man could be guilty of ^ and therefore could
not but pity the poor Men, and think it was hard
when three of thofe "Watchmen, were publickly
whipt thro* the Streets, for fufFering People to go
out of Houfes fhut up.
But notwithftanding that Severity, Money pre«
vail'd with the poor Men, and many Families
found Means to make Salleys out, and efcape that
wa3r after they had been (hut up but thefe were
generally fuch as had fome Places to retreat to^ and
tho' there was no eafle paffing the Roads any whither, after the firft oiAugtifl^ yet there were many
"Ways of retreat, and particularly, as 1 hinted,fome
got Tents and fet them up in the Fields, carrying
Beds, or Straw to lie on, and Provifions to eat, and
fo liv'd in them as Hermits in a Cell for no Body
would venture to come near them and fcveral
feme ^"omical, fome traStories were told of fuch
gical, fome who liv'd like waiidring Pilgrims in
the Defa^ts, and efcaped by making themfelves
Exiles in fuch a Manner as is fcarce to be credited, and who yet enjoyed more Liberty than was
to be expected in fuch Cafes.
I have by me a %\.otj of two Brothers and their
Kinfman, who being lingle Men, but that h^d
ftay'd in the City too long to get away, and
indeed, not knowing where to go to have any Retreat, nor having wherewith to travel far, took
a Courfe for their own Prefervation, which, tho'
in it felf at firft, defperate, yet was fo natural,
that it may be wondred, that no more did fo at
that Time. They were but of mean Condition,
and yet not fo very poor, as that they could not
furnifh themfelves with fome little Conveniencies, fuch as might ferve to keep Life and Soul
together and finding the Diftemper increaling

F
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in a terrible Manner, they refolved to fhift, as
well as they could, and to be gone.
One of them had been a Soldier in the late
"Wars, and before that in the Low Countries, and
having been bred to no particular Employment
but his Arms ^ and belides being wounded, and
not able to work very hard, had for fome Time
been employed at a Baker's of Sea Bisket i n
Jfappirg,

Man was a Seaman too, but
had been hurt of one Leg,
that he could not go to Sea, but had work'd for
his Living at a Sail M9kers in TTapplng, or there
abouts and beirg a good Husband, had laid up
fome Money, and was the richeft of the Three.
Ti iC Brother of this

fome how

or t)ther,

The third Man was a Joiner or Carpenter by
Trade, a handy Fellow and he had no Wealth,
but his Box, or Basket of Tools, with the Help
of which he could at any Time get his Living,
fuch a Tim.e as this excepted, wherever he went,
and heliv'd nesLV Shadwel.
They all liv'd in Stepney Parifli, which, as I
have laid, being the laft that was infeded, or at
leaft violently, they ftay'd there till they evidently faw the Plague was abating at the Weft
Part of the Town, and coming towards the Eaft
where they

liv'd.

The

Story of thofe three Men, if the Reader
will be content to have me give it in their own
Perfons, without taking upon me to either vouch
the Particulars, or anfwer for any Miftakes. 1 fl ail
give as diftinftly as I can, believing the Hiftory
will be a very good Pattern for any poor Man to
follow, in cafe the like Pubiick Defolation fhould

happen here and if there may be no fuch Occawhich God of his infinite Mercy grant ks, fliU
the Story may have its Ufes fo many Ways as that
;

fion,

it will, I

been

hope, never befaid, that the reJatingbas

unjprofitable.

I fay

7
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I fay all this previous to the Hiftory, having
yet, for the prefent, much more to fay before I
quit my own Part.
I went all the firft Part of the Time freely about
the Streets, tho' not fo freely as to run my felf
into apparent Danger, except when they dug the
great Pit in the Church- Yard of ourParifii of
gate ; a terrible Pit it was, and I could not refifi
my Curiofity to go and fee it j as near as I may

was about 40 Foot in Length, and about
Foot broad ; and at the Time I firft lookbut it was faid,
ed at it, about nine Foot deep
they dug it near 20 Foot deep afterwards, in one
Part of it, till they could go no deeper for the Water
for they had it feems, dug feveral large Pits
before this, for tho' the Plague was long a-coming to our Pariih, yet when it did come, there was
no Parfh in or about London^ where it raged with
fuch Violence as in the two Pariflies of Algate and
judge,
15 or

it

i<5

;

:

WhiteChapel.
I fay they had dug feveral Pits in another Ground,
"when the Diftemper began co fpread in our Parilh,
and efpecially when the Dead-Carts began to go
about, which, was not in our Parifli, till the beginning of Augufi. Into thefe Pits they had put
perhaps 50 or 60 Bodies each, then they made
larger Holes, wherein they buried all that the
Cart brought in a "Week, which by the middle, to
the End of Augufi^ came to, from 200 to 400 a
Week ; and they could noc well dig them larger,

becaufe of the Order of the Magiftrates, confining
them to leave no Bodies within fix Foot of the

and the Water coming on, at about 1
;
or 18 Foot, they could not well, I fay, put more
in one Pit , but now at the Beginning oiSe]^temher^
the Plague raging in a dreadful Manner, and the
Number of Burials in our Pariih increafing to more
than was ever buried in any Pariih about Londoih
Surface

F 4
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no larger Extent, they ordered this dreadful
Gulph to be dug for fuch it was rather than a Pit.
They had fappofed this Pit would have fupply'd them for a Month or more, when they dug
it, and feme blam'd the Church Wardens for fuffering fuch a frightful Thing, telling them they
were making Preparations to bury the whole Parifli, and the like ; but Time made it appear,
the
Church- Wardens knew the Condition of the Parifli
of

;

better than they did; for the Pit being finifiied the

4th of September, I think, they began to bury in it
the 6th, and by the 20, which was )uft two Weeks
they had thrown into it 1114 Bodies, when they
Xvere obl ged to

come

to

lie

fill

within

it

fix

up, the Bodies being then

Foot of the Surface

I doubt
not but there may be fome antient Perfons alive in
the Pariih, who can juflify the Fad of this, and are
able to Ihew even in what Part of the ChurchYard, the Pit lay, better than I can ; the Mark

of

it alfo

Yard on

:

was many Years to be feen in the Churchthe Surface lying in Length, Parallel with

the Pafla'ze which goes by the Wefl Wall of the
Church Yard, out of Houndfditchy and turns Eaft
again into White-Cha^pel, coming out near the three

Nuns
It

Inn.

was about the 10th of

September^ that my Cuor rather drove me to go and fee this
Pit again, when there had been near
400 People
buried in it ; and I was not content to fee it in
the Day-time, as I had done before ; for then there
would ha\e been nothing to have been feen but
theioofe Earth j for all the Bodies thst were thrown
in, were^ immediately covered with Earth, by
thofe
they caird the Buryers, which at other Times were
caird Bearers; but I refolv^d to go in the Night
_

riofity

led,

^

and fee fome of rhem thrown in.
There was a ftria Order to prevent People coming to thofe Pits, and that was only ro prevent
InfeaioiK But after fome Time, that Order was

more
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were Ink&Qdy and
near their End, and dilirious alfo, would run to
thofe Pits wrapt in Blankets, or Rugs, and throw
themfelves in, and as they faid, bury themfelves : I
cannot fay, that the Officers fafeed any willingly
to li-e there ; but I have heard, that in a great
neccifary, for People that

Pit in Finsbury, in the Parifli of Cripplegate^

it

lying

open then to the Fields ; for it was not then wall'd
about, came and threw themfelves in, and expired there, before they threw any Earth upoa
them and that when they came to bury others,
;

and found them there, they were quite dead, tho'
not cold.

This may

ferve a little to defcribe the dreadful

Condition of that Day, tho' it is impoflible to fay
any Thing that is able to give a true Idea of it to
thofe

who

was indeed

did not fee it, other than this ; that it
very^ wry^ very dreadful, and fuchas no

Tongue can

^

exprefs.

I got Admittance into the Church- Yard by being
acquainted with the Sexton, who attended, who
tho* he did not refufe me at al), yet earntilly pecfwaded me not to go; telling me very ferioufly,
for he was a good religious andfenfible Man, that

was indeed, their Bufinefs and Duty to venture,
and to run all Hazards ; and that in it they might
hope to be preferv'd ; but that I had no apparent
Call to it, but my own Curiofity, which he faid,
he believed I would not pretend, was fufficient to
juftify my running that Hazard.
I told him I had
been prefs'd in my Mind to go, and that perhaps
it might be an Inftruding Sight,
that might not
be without its Ufes. Nay, fays the good Man,
if you will venture upon^'that Score, 'Name of God
go in ; for depend upon it, 'twill be a Sermon to

it

you, it may be, the befl that ever you heard in
your Life. 'Tis a fpeaking Sight, fays he, and
has a Voice with it, and a loud one, to call us all
to Repentance ; and with that he opened the Door

and

faid,

Go,

if

you

will.

His

^

d

M

74

E

Pvl

O

R

I

s

of

His Difcourfe had ihock'd my Refolution
tle,

and

I flood

wavering

for a

good while

a
j

lit-

but

juft at that Interval I faw two Links come over
from the End of the Minories, and heard the Bellman, and thenappear'd a Dead-Cart, as they calf
it, coming over the Streets
fo I could no longer rcfift my De/iire of feeing it, and went im
There was no Body, as I could perceive at firft,
in the Church- Yard, or going into it, but the
Buryersj and the Fellow that drove the Cart,
or rather led the Horfe and Cart, but when
they came up, to the Pit, they faw a Man go
to and again, mufled up in a brown Cloak, and
making Motions with his Hands, under his
Cloak, as if he was in a great Agony and the Bu-

riers

immediately gathered about him, fuppofmg

he was one of thofe poor

dilirious, or defperate
Creatures, that ufed to pretend, as I have faid, to
he faid nothing as he walked abury themfelves
bout, but two or three times groaned very deeply,

and loud, and fighed as he would break his Heart.
When the Buryers came up to him they foon found
fie was neither a Perfon infefted and defperate, as
I have obferved

above, or a Perfon diftempered in Mind, but one opprefs'd with a dreadful Weight of Grief indeed, having his Wife and
feveralof his Children, all in the Cart, that was
juft come in with him, and he followed in an Agony and excefs of Sorrow. He mourned heartily, as
it was eafy to fee, but with a kind of Mafciiline
Grief, that could not give ic felf Vent by Tears,
and calmly defiring the Buriers to let him alone,
faid he would only fee the Bodies thrown in, and
go away, fo they left importuning him; but no fooner was the Cart turned round, and the Bodies fliot
into the Pit promifcuoufly, which was a Surprize to
him, for he at leaft expeded they would have been
decently laid inj tho* indeed he was afterwards
,

con-

the
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convinced that was impradible ; I fay, no foonec
did he fee the Sight, but he cry'd out aloud unable to contain himfelfi I could not hear what
he faid, but he went backwatd two or tlitee Steps,
and fell down in a Swoon the Buryersran to him
and took him up, and in a little While he came to
himfelf, and they led him away to the Pye 'fmmft
over-againft the End of Hound/ditch^ where, it feems,
the Man was known, and where they took care of
him.
He look*d into the Pit again, as he wentaway, but the Buriers had»covered the Bodies fo immediately with throwing in Earth, that tho' there
was Light enough, for there were Lantherns and
Candles in them, plac'd all Night round the Sides
of the Pit, upon the Heaps of Earth, fevcn or
eight, or perhaps more, yet nothing could be
:

feen.

This was a mournful Scene indeed, and affeded

me

almoftas much as the reft j but the other was
awful, and full of Terror, the Cart had in it fixteen or feventeen Bodies, fome were wrapt up ia
Linen Sheets, fome in Rugs, fome little other than
naked, or fo loofe, that what Covering they had,

from them, in the Ihooting out of the Cart,
and they fell quite naked among the reft ; but the
Matter was not much to them, or the Indecency
much to any one elfe, feeing they were all dead,
and were to be huddled together into the common Grave of Mankind, as we may call it, for here
was no Difference made, but Poor and Rich went
together ; there was no other way of Burials, neither was it poffible there ihould, for Coffins were
not to be had for the prodigious Numbers that fell
in fuch a Calamity as this.
It was reported by way of Scandal upon the Buriers, that if any Corpfe was delivered to them,
decently wound up as we caD'd it then, in a Winding Sheet Ty'd over the Head and Feet, which
fell

fome
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and which was generally of good Linen*
I fay, it was reported, that the Buriers were
wicked as to llrip them in the Cart, and carry
them quite naked to the Ground But as I can not
eafily credit any thing fo vile among ChriftianSs
and at a Time fo fiird with Terrors, as that was3
I can only relate it and leave it undetermined.
Innumerable Stories alfo went about of the cruel
Behaviours and Pradifes of Nurfes, who tended the
Sick, and of their haft^iing on the Fate of thofe
they tended in their Sicknefs But I liiall fay more
of this in its Place.
I was indeed fhock'd with this Sight, it almoft
overwhelmed me, and I went away with my Heart
moft aiRided and full of the abiding Thoughts,
fuch as I cannot defcribe J juft at my going out of
the Church, and turning up the Street towards my
own Houfe, I faw another Cart with Links, and
a Bellman going before, coming out of Hanovi-

fome

did,

:

:

Allejy

in the Butcher-Rovj,

W^y, and

on the other Side of the
being, as I perceived, very full of dead
went direflly over the Street aHo toward

Bodies, it
the Church

I flood a while, but I had no Sto:
go back again to fee the fame difmal
Scene over again, fol went diredly Home, where
I could not but confider with Thankfulnefs, the
Rifque I had run, believing I had gotten no laas indeed I had not.
jury
Here the poor unhappy Gentleman's Grief came
into my head again, and indeed I could not but
ftied Tears in the Reflexion upon it, perhaps more
than he did himfeif but his Cafe lay fo heavy
upon my Mind, that I could not prevail with my
felf, but that I muft go out again into the Street,
and go to the ^ye-Tavern^ refolving to enquire
what became of him.
It was by this Time one a- Clock in the Mornkig, and yet the poor Gentleman was there; the

mach

to

;

;

Truth

the
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Truth was, the People of the Houfe knowing him,
had entertained him, and kept him there all the
Night, notwithftanding the Danger of being infe*
ded, by him, tho* it appear d the Man was perfedly found h mfelf.
It is with Regret, that I take Notice of this
Tavern; the People were civil, mannerly, and an
obliging Sort of Folks enough, and had till this
Time kept their Houfe open, and their Trade going on, tho' not fo very publickly as formerly ; but
there was a dreadful Set of Fellows that ufed their
Houfe, and who in the middle of all this Horror
met there every Night, behaved with all the Revelling and roaring extravagances, as is ufual fot
fuch People to do at other Times, and indeed to
fuch an offenfive Degree, that the very Mafter and
Miftrcfs of the Houfe grew firfl: afliam'd a^id then
terrify *d at them.

They

fat generally, in

a

Room

next the Street,

and as they always kept late Hours, fo v^^hcn the
Dead-Cart came crofs the Street End to go into
Hounds- ditchJ which was in View of the Tavern
Windows they would frequently open the Windows as foon as they heard the Bell, and look out
at them
and as they might often hear fad Lamen;

;

tations of People in the Streets, or at their

Win-

dows, as the Carts went along, they would make
their inpudent Mocks and Jeers at them, efpecially
if they heard the poor People call upon God to
have Mercy upon them, as many would do at thofc

Times

in their

ordinary pafling along the Streets.

Thefe Gentlemen being fomethincjdifturb'd with
the C'utter of bringing the poor Gentleman into
the Houfe, as above, were firfl angry, and very
high with the Mafler of the Houfe, for fuffering
fuch a Fellow, as they call'd him, to be brought
our of the Grave into their Houfe but being anfwercd, that the Man was a NeighbouE, and that
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he was found, but overwhelmed with the
mity of his Family, and the

Anger

into ridiculing the

like,

Cala-

they turned their

Man, and his Sorrow for
taunted him with want

his Wife and Children^
of Courage to leap into the great Pit, and go to
Heaven, as they jeeringly exprefs'd ir, along with

them, adding forae very profane, and even blafphe-

mous

Expreffions.

They were

at this vile

Work when

to the Houfe, and as far as

Man

mute and

I

could

I

came back

fee,

tho'

the

and their
Affronts could not divert his Sorrow, yet he was
both griev'd and offended at their Difcourfe.: Upon
this, I gently reprov'd them, being well enough acquainted with their Charaders, and not unknown
in Perfon to two of them.
They immediately fell upon me with ill Language
and Oathsi ask*d me what I did out of my Grave,
at fuch a Time when fo many honefter Men were
carried into the Church- Yard? and why I was not
at Home faying my Prayers, againft the Dead-Cart
came for me? and the like.
I

fat

ftil),

difconfolate,

was indeed

Men,

aftoniihed at the Impudence of the
tho' not at all difcompofed at their Treat-

ment of me

however I kept my Temper ; I told
them, that tho' I defy'd them, or any Man in the
World to tax me with any Dijhonefty, yet I acknowledg'd, that in this terrible Judgment of God, many better than I was fwepc away, and carried to
their Grave But to anfwer their Queftion direftly,
the Cafe was, that I was mercifully preferved by
that great God, whofe Name they had Blafphemcd and taken in vain, by curfing aud fwearing in a
dreadful Manner; and that I believed I was preferv*d in particular, among other Ends, of his
Goodnefs, that I might reprove them for their audacious Boldnefs, in behaving in fucha Manner, and
in fuch an awful Time as this was, efpecially, for
:

their

)

the
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Mocking, at an honeft Gentleman,
and a Neighbour, for feme of them knew him, who
they faw was overwhelm'd with Sorrow, for the
Breaches which it had pleas'd God to make upon

their Jeering and

his Family.
I cannot call exadly to Mind the hellifli abominable Rallery, which was the Return they made to
that Talk of mine, being provoked, it fecms, that
I was not at all afraid to be free with them; nor if
I could remember, would I fill my Account with
any of the Words, the horrid Oaths, Curfes, and
vile Expreffions, fuch, as at that time of the Day,
even the wortt and ordinarieft People in the Street
would not ufe 5 ( for except fuch hardened Creatures as thefe, the moft wicked wretches that could
be found, had at that Time forae Terror upon their
Minds of the Hand of that Power which could
thus, in a Moment deftroy them.
But that which was the worft in all their devillifli Language was, that they Were
not afraid to
blafpheme God, and talk Atheiftically; making a

my calling the Plague the Hand of God,
mocking, and even laughing at the Word Judgment,
as if the Providence of God had no Concern in the
infli£i;ing fuch a defolating Stroke ; and that the
People calling upon God, as they faw the Carts
carrying away the dead Bodies was all enthufiallick, abfurd, and impertinent.
I made them fome Reply, fuch as I thought proper, but which I found was fo far from putting
a Checque to their horrid Way of fpeaking, that it
made them rail the more, fo that I confefs ic fill'd
me with Horror, and a kind of Rage, and I came
away, as I told thsm, left the Hand of that Judgment which had vifited the whole City fiiould glorify his Vengeance upon them, and all that
were
msLV them.
Jeft at
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Reproof with the utmofl: Contempt, and made the great-eft Mockery that waspofibie for them to do at me, giving me all the opreceived

all

probrious infolent Scoffs that they could think offer
preaching to them, as they call'd it, which indeed,
grieved me, rather than angred me; and I went away bleffing God, however, in my Mind, that I had
not fpar'd them, tho' they had infulted me fo much.
They continued this wretched Courfe, three or
four Day after this, conrinua;!y mocking and jeering at all that fliew'd themfelves religions, or feri*
ous, or that were any way toueh'd with the Sence
of the terrible Judgment of God upon us, and 1 was
inform'd they flouted in the fame Manner, at the
good People, who, notwithftanding the Contagion,
met at the Church, fafied, and prayed to God to
remove his Hand from them.
I fay, they continued this dreadful Courfe three
or four Days, / think it was no morey when one of
them, particularly he who ask'd the poor Gentleman what he did out of his Grave ? was ftruck from
Heaven with the Plague, and died in a moft deplorable Manner ; and in a Word they were every
one of them carried into the great Pit, which I
have mentioned above, before it was quite fili'd
up, which was not above a Fortnight or thereabout.

Thefe

Men were

fuch as one

would

guilty

of-

m.any extravagances,

Human

Nature Oiould
have trembled at the Thoughts of, at fuch a Time
of general Terror, as was then upon us ; and partiticularly fcoffing and mocking at every thing which
they happened to fee,' that was religious among
think,

the People, efpecially at their thronging zealoufly
to the Place of publick Worftiip, to implore Mercy
from Heaven in fuch a Time of Diftrefsj and this
Tavern, where they held their Club, being within
View of the Church Door, they had the more particularOccafion for their Atheiftical profaneMirth.
,

Bus
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began to abate a little with them before
the Accident, which I have related, happened foe
the Infection increafedfo violently, at this Part of the
Town now, that People began to be afraid to come
to the Church, at leaft fuch Numbers did notreforc

But

this

;

thither as was ufual
many of the Clergymen likewife
were Dead, and others gone into the Country tor it
really required a fteady Courage, and a ftrong Faith,
for a Man not only to venture being in Town at fuch
i

;

Time as this, but likewife to venture to come to
Church and perform the OiEce of a Minifter to a
Congregation, of whom he had reafon to believe many of them, were adually infeded with the Plague,
and to do this every Day, or twice a Pay, as in fome
Places was done.
a

It is true, the

People fiiew'd an extraordinary Zeal

and as the Church Doors
were always open, People would go in fingle at all
Tim.es, whether the Minifter was officiating or no,
and locking themfelves into feparate Pews, would be
praying to God with great Fervency and Devotion.
Others affembled at Meeting- Honfes, every oneas
their different Opinions in fuch Things guided, but all
were promifcuoufly the Subjed of thefe Mens Drollein thefe religious Exercifes,

Beginning of the Vifitation.
feems tliey had been check'd for their open infulting Religion in this Manner, by fevcral good People
of every perfwafion, and that, and the violent raging
of the Infedion, I fuppofe, was the Occaflon that
they had abated much of their Rudenefs, for fome
time before, and were only rousM by the Spirit of Ribaldry,and Atheifm, at the Clamour which was raade»
when the Gentleman was firfl brought in there, and
perhaps, were agitated by the fame Devil, when I
tdok upon me to reprove them j tho' I did it at firit
with all the Calmnefs, Temper, and Good-Manners
that I could, which, for a while, they infulted me
the more for, thinking it had been in fear of their Refentment, tlw* afterwards they found the contrary.
ry, efpecially at the
It

G

I

went
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indeed, griev'd and

affli<^^ed in

my

Abominable Wickednefs ot chofe Men
however, that they would be made
dreadful Examples of God s Juftice; for I lookM up-

Mind,

at the

nor doubting,

Time

to be a particular Seafon of Divine
God would, on this Occafion,
lingle out the proper Objeds, of his Difpleafure, in a
more efpecial and remarkable Manner, than at another Time; and that, tho' I did believe that many good
People would, and did, tall in the common Calamity, and that it was no certain Rule to judge of the
eternal State of any one,by their being diilinguifli'd in
fuch a Time of general Deftrudion, neither one Way
or otherj yet I fay, it could not but ieem reafonable
to believe, that God would not think fit to fpare by
his Mercy fuch open declared Enemies, that (hould
infult his Name and Being, defy his Vengeance, and
mock at his VVorfhip and Worfiiipers, at fuch a Time,
this difmal

Vengeance, and that

no not tho' his Mercy had thought fit to bear with,
and fpare them at other Times That this was a Day
of Vifitation; a Day of Gods Anger; and thofe
:

Words came
vijit for thefe

into

my

things,

Thought.' Jer, v
faith the Lord,

p. Shall

and foall

I not

not

my

Soul be avenged oj Juch a Nation as this ?

Thefe Things I fay, lay upon my Mind; and I
went home very much grieved and opprefs'd with the
Horror of thefe Mens Wickednefs, and to think that
any thing could be fo vile, fo hardened, and fo nototo infult God and his Servants,
Worlhip, in fuch a Manner, and at fuch a
Time as this was; when he had, as it were, his Sword
drawn in hij> Hand, on purpole to take Vengeance,
not on them only, but on the whole Nation.
I had indeed, been in fome PafTion, at firft, with
theni, tho^ it was really raif.d, not by any Affront
they had offered me perfonaUy, but by the Horror
the r blafpheming Tongues fi.i'd me with; however,
i was doubt ul in my Thoughcs, whether the Refentmencl retaiii'd was not ail upon my own private Ac-

rioufly wicked, as

and

his

count,

,
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Count, for they had given me a great deal of ill Language too, I mean Pcrfonallyi but after fome Paufe,

and having a Weight of Grief upon my Mind, I remy felf, as foon as I came home, for I Dcpt not
that Night, and giving God moll: humble Thanks for
my Prefervacion in the eminent Danger I had been in,
I iet my Mind ferioully, and with the utmoft Earnefttir'd

nefs, to

pray for thofe defparate Wretches, that God
their Eyes, and eftedlually

would pardon them, open
humble them.

my

Duty, namely, to pray
me, but I fully try'd
my own Heart, to my full Satisfadion; that it was not
fiU'd with any Spirit of Refentment as they had ofended me in particular; and I humbly recommend
the Method to all thofe that would know, or be certain, how to diftinguifli between their real Zeal for
the Honour of God, and the EfFeds of their private
Paffions and Refentment.
But I muft go back here to the particular Incidents

By

foe

this I not only did

thofe

who

difpitefully ufed

which occur to my Thoughts of the Time of the Viand particularly, to the Time of their fhutting up Houfes, in the firft Part of the Sicknefs ; for
before the Sicknefs was come to its Height, People
had more Room to make their Obfervations, than
they had afterward
But when it was in the Extremity, there was no fuch Thing as Communication
with one another, as before.
During the ftiutting up of Houfes, as I have faid,
fome Violence was offered to the Vv^atchmeni as to
Soldiers, there were none to be found ; the-few Guards
which the King then had, which were nothing like
the Number, entertained fince, were difperfs'd, either
fitation,

;

at Oxford with the Court, or in Quarters in the remoter Parts of the Country ; fmall detatchments ex-

cepted,
Hall,

who

did Duty at the Tower, and at White^

and thefe but very few

that there

;

neither

was any other Guard

at the

the Wardersy as they call'd them,
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pofitive,

Tower, than

who

ftand at the

Gate
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Gate with Gowns and Caps, the fame as the Yeomen
of the Guard except the ordinary Gunners, who
;

were' 24, and the Officers appointed to look after the
Magazine, who were caD'd Armourers : as to TraindBands, there was no Poffibilityof railing any, neither
if the Lieutenancy, tiihtz
London ox Middlefex had
ordered the Drums to beat For the Militia, would
any of the Companies, I believe, have drawn together, whatever Rifque they had run.
This made the Watchmen be the lefs regarded, and
perhaps, occafioned the greater Violence to be ufed
againft

them

mention

I

it

on

this Score, to obferve

Watchmen thus

to keep the People in,
not effedual, but that the People
broke out, whether by Force or by Stratagem, even
almoft as often as they pleas'd : And ( 2d ) that thofe
that did thus break out, were generally People infeded, who in their Defperation, running about from one
Place to another, valued not who they injur'd, and
which perhaps, as I have faid, might give Birth to
Report, that it was natural to the infected People to
defire to infed others, which Report was really falfe.
that the fetting

was

( ift)

of

all,

And I know it fo well, and in fo many feveral Cafes,
that I could give feveral Relations of good, pious,
and religious People, who,when they have had the DijQcmper, have been fo far from being forward to infed
others, that they have forbid their

come near them,

own Family to

Hopes of their being prelerved ;
and have even died without feeing their neareft Relations, left they iliould be inftrumental to give them
the Diftemper, and infed or endanger them If then
in

:

there were Cafes wherein the infected People were
carelefs of the Injury they did to others, this was cer-

one of them, if not the chief, namely, when
who had the Diftemper, had broken out from
Houfes which were fo (hut up, and having been driven
tainly

People,

to Extremities for Provifion,or for Entertainment, had
endeavoured to conceal their Condition, and have been
thereby Inftrumental involuntarily to inted others who
have been ignorant and unwary,
This

f^e
This
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why I

believed them, and
<lo believe IHll, that the fiiutting up Houfes thus by
Force, and reftraining, or rather imprifoiiing People in
their own Houfes, as is faid above, was oF little or no
IS

one of the Reafons

Service in the Whole; nay, I ara of Opinion, it was
rather hurtful, having forc'd thofe defperate People
to wander abroad with the Plague upon them, who
would otherwife have died quietly in their Beds.
I remember one Citizen, who having thus broken
out of his Houfe in Aldeyfgate- Street, or thereabout,
went along the Road to Iflingtm^ he attempted to have

Angel lnn, and afcerathat, at the Whiteknown ftill by the fame Signs, but
was refufed ; after which he came to the Pyed Bully
an Inn alfo ftill continuing the fame Sign ; he asked
them for Lodging for one Night only, pretending to
be going into Lincolnjloire^ and aifuring them of his being very found, and free from the Infei^ion, which alfo, at that Time, had not reached much that Way^
They told him they had no Lodging that they could
fpare, but one Bed, up in the Garret, and that they
could fpare that Bed but for one Night, fome Drovers
being expeded the next Day with Cattle ; fo, it he

gone

in at the

two

Horfey

Inns

would accept of that Lodging, he might have it,
which he did fo a Servant was lent up with a Candle
with him, to fhew him the Room he was very well
;

;

and look'd like a Perfon not ufed to lie in a
Garret, and when he came to the Room he fech'd a
deep Sigh, and faid to the Servant, I have feldom lain
drefs'd,

Lodging as this ; however the Servant afl'urWell, fay$
ing him again, that they had no better.
he, I muft make ftiift ; this is a dreadful Time, but it
is but for one Night ; fo he fat down upon the Bedfide, and bad the maid, I think it was^ fetch him up a
Pint of warm Ale j accordingly the Servant went for
the Ale ; but fome Hurry in the Houfe, which perhaps, employed her otherways, put it out of her
in fuch a

flead

i

and

ilie

went up no more to him.
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Morning feeing no Appearance of the
Gentleman, feme Body in the Houfe asked the Servant that had ftiewed him up Stairs, what was become of him > She ftarted ; Alas fays (he, I never
He bad me carry him fome
thought more oi him
warm Ale, but I forgot ; upon which, not the Maid,
but fome other Perfon, was fent up to fee after him,
who coming into the Room found him ftark dead,
and almoft cold, ftrecch'd out crofs the Bed ; his
next

:

Cloths were pulled off, his Jaw fallen, his Eyes open
in a moft frightful Poflure, the Rug of the Bed being
grafped hard in one of his Hands; fo that it was plain
he died foon after the Maid left him, and 'tis proba*
ble, had (he gone up with the Ale, fhe had found him
in a few Minutes after he fat down upon the
Bed. The Alarm was great in the Houfe, as any
one may fuppofe, they having been free from the Diftemper, till that Diafter, which bringing the Infection to the Houfe, fpread it immediately to other
Houfes round about it. I do not remember how many died in the Houfe it felf, but I think the Maid
Servant, who went up firfl: with him, fell prefently ill by the Fright, and feveral others ; for whereas there died, but two in Iflington of the Plague the
Week before, there died 1 7 the Week after, whereof
14 were of the Plague; this was in the Week from
July to the i8th.
the nth
There was one Shift that fome Families had, and
that not a few, when their Houfes happened to be
infeded, and that -was this ; The Families, who in the
firft breaking out of the Diftemper,
fled away into the Country, and had Retreats among their
Friends, generally found fome or other of their Neighbours or Relations to commit the Charge of thofe
Houfes to, for the Safety of the Goods, and the like.
Some Houfes were indeed, entirely locked up, the
Doors padlockt, the Windows and Doors having
Deal-Boards nail'd over them, audonly the Infpedion
of them committed to the ordinary Watchmen and Pariiji Officers ; but thefe were but few.
It

dead

the
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It was thought that there were not lefs than
10000 Hcufes fcrfeken of the Inhabitants in the
City and Suburbs, including what was in the Cut
Parities, and in Surrey, or the Side of the Water
they call'd Soiithwark This' was belides the Numbers
of Lodgers, and of particular Perfons who were
fled out of other Families fo that in all it was com-

puted that about 200000 People were fied and gone
in all But of this I lhall fpeak again But I mention it here on this Account, namety, that it was a
Rule with thofe who had thus two Houfts in their
Keeping, or Care, that if any Body was taken fick in
a Family, before the Maft< r of the Family let the
t

:

*

Examiners, or any other Cfficer, know of it, he immediately would fend all the reft of his Family whether Children or Servants, as it fell out to be, tofuch
other Houfe which he had fo in Charge, and then
giving Notice of the fick Perfon to the Examiner,
have a Nurfe, or Nurfes appointed and have another Perfon to be fliut up in the Houfe with them
{ which many for Money would do ) fo to take
Charge of the Houfe, in cafe the Perfon ihould die.
This was in many Cafes the faving a whole Family, who, if they had been ftiut up with the fick
Perfon, would inevitably hav^ perifhed But on the
other Hand, this was another of the Inconveniencies
of (hutting up Hcufes for the Apprehenlions and
Terror of being (hut up, made many run away with
the refl cf the Family, who, tho' it was not publickiy known, and they were not quite fick, had yet
the Diftemper upon them-, and who by haying an
uninterrupted Liberty to go about, but being obliged ftill to conceal their Circumftances, or perhaps
not knowing it themfelves, gave the Diftemper
to others, and fpread the Infeftion in a dreadful
Manner, as I fhall explain farther hereafter.
And here I may be able to make an Obfervation
or two of my own, which may be of ufe hereafter to
thofe, into whofe Hands this may come, if they
:

•,

fhould ever f&pithe like dreadful Vilitation. (i»)
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Infe(3:ion generally

came into the Houfes of the

Ci-

by the Means of their Servants, who, they
were obliged to fend up and down the Streets for Ne-

tizens,

ceflaries, that is to fay, for Food,or Phyfick, to Bakehoufes, Brew-houfes, Shops, Gfc-. and who going necef-

the Streets into Shops, Markets, and the
was impolfible, but that they fliould one way
or other, meet with diftempered people, who conveyed the fatal Breath into them, and they brought
it Home to the Families, to which they belonged.
(2.) It was a great Miftake, that fucha great City
as this had but one Peft-Houfe for had there been,
inftead of one Peft-Houfe viz. beyond BmihiUFields,
farily^ thro'

like, it

•

where, atmoft, they could receive, perhaps, 200 ot
300 People Ifay, had there inftead of that one been
leveral Peft-houfes, every one able to contain a thoufand People without lying two in a Bed, or two Beds
in a Jftoom',and had every Matter of a Family, as foon
as any Servant efpecially,had been taken lick in his
Houfe, been obliged to fend them to the next PeftHoufe, if they were willing, as many were, and had
the Examiners done the like among the poor People,
when any had been ftricken with the Infedion I
fay, had this been done where the People were willing, (not otherwife) and the Houfes not been ftiut,
I am perfwaded, and was all the While of that Opinion, that not fo many, by feveral Thoufands, had
died J for it was obferved, and I could give feveral
Inftances within the Compafs of my own knowledge,
where a Servant had been taken lick, and the Family
had either Time to fend them out, or retire from
the Houfe, and leave the fick Perfon, as I havefaii
ithove, they had all been preferved^ whereas, when
upon one, or more, Hckning in a Family, the Houfe
has been Ihut ujp, the whole Family have periftied,
and the Bearers been oblig'd to go in to fetch out
the read Bodies, rione being able to bring them to
the Door and at laft none left to do it.
<2,) This put it out of Queftion to me; that the Cala•,

the
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was fpread by Infeaion, that is to fay, by fome
certain Steams, or Fumes, which the Phyficians tall
Effvvia, by the Breath, or by the Sweat, or by the
Stench of the Sores of the fick Perfons, or fome other
way, perhaps, beyond even the Reach of the Phyficians themfelyes, which Epivia affea-ed the Sound,
who come within certain Diftances of the Sick, imniity

mediately penetrating the Vital Parts of the faid
found Perfons, putting their Blood into an immediate
ferment, and agitating their Siiirits to that Degree
which it was found they were agitated and fo thofe

newly infected Perfons communicated it in the fame
Manner to others^ and this I fhall give fome Inftances

of, that cannot but convince thofe who ferioufly
confider it ^ and I cannot but with fome Wonder,
find fome People, now the Contagion is over, talk of

being an immediate Stroke from Heaven, without
the Agency of Means, having Commilfion to ftrike
and that particular Perfon, and none other
which I look upon with Contempt, as the Efled of
manifeft Ignorance and Enthufiafim likewife the
Opinion of others, who talk of infeaion bein^ carried on by the Air only, by carrying with it vaft
Numbers of Infeas, and invifible Creatures, who enter into the Body with the Breath, or even at the
Pores with the Air, and there generate, or emit moll
^ccute Poifons, or poifonous Ovze, or Eggs, which
mingle thcmfelves with the Blood, andfo infea the
Body a Difcourfe full of learned Simplicity, and
manifefted to be fo by univerfal Experience ^ but
I fhall fay more to this Cafe in its Order.
I muft here take farther Notice that Nothing was
more fatal to the Inhabitants of this City, than the
Supine Negligence of the People themfelves, who
during the long Notice, or Warning they had of the
Vifitation, yet made no Provifion for it, by laying
in Store of Provifions, or of other Neceifaries by
which they might have liv'd retirM, and within
their own Houfes, as I have obferved, others did,
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and who were in a great Meafure preferv'd by that
Caution ^ nor were they, after they were a little
hardened to it fo {hye of converfing with one another, when adually infected, as they were at fiift^^
no tho' they knew it.
1 aclcncwledge I was one of thofe thoughtlefsOncs,
that had madefo little Provilion, that my Servants
were obliged to go out of Doors to buy every Trifle
by Penny and Half-penny, juft as before it begun,
(even till my Experience ihewing me the Folly, I
began to be wifer fo late, that I had fcarce Time to
ftore

my felf

for a

Month.

I
.

fufficient for our

common

Subfiftence

had in Family only an antient "Woman,

that

managed the Houfe, a Maid-Servant, two Apprenand the Plague beginning to
tices, and my felf
encreafe about US; I had many fad Thoughts about
I Ihould take, and how I Ihould aft \
the many difmal Objefts, which happened everywhere as I went about the Streets, had fiU'dmy
Mind with a great deal of Horror, for fear of the Di-

what Courfe

ftemper it felf, which was indeed, very horrible in
and in fome more than in others, the fwellings
^vhich were generally in the Neck, or Groin, when
they grew hard, and would not break, grew fo painful, that it was equal to the moft exquifite Torture and fome not able to bear the Torment threw
themfelves out at Windows, or {hot themfelves, or
ctherwife made themfelves away, and I faw feveral
difmalObjeas of that Kind Others unable to conlain themfelves, vented their Pain by inceiTant
Roarings, and fuch loud and lamentable Cries were
to be heard as we walk'd along the Streets, that
would Pierce the veiy Heart to think of, efpecially
when it was to be conlidered, that the fame dreadful Scourge might be expected every Moment to

it felf,

:

feize

upon our

{elves.

cannot fay, but that now I began to faint in
in my Refolutions, my Heart faiVd me very much,
I

and

the
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repented of my Rafhnefs When I had
been out, and met with fuch terrible Things as thefe
I have talked of*^ I fa}'', I repented my Rafhnefs in
venturing to abide in Town I wiih'd often, that I
had not taken upon me to ftay, but had gone away
with my Brother and his Famil}^
Terrified by thofe frightful Objeds, I would retire
Home fometimeg, and' refolve to go out no more, and
perhaps, I-v/ouldkeep thofe Refolutions for three or
four Days,' which Time I fpent in the moffc ferious
Thankfulnefs for my Prefervation, and the Prefervation of my Family, and the conftant Confeifion of
my Sins, giving my felfup to God every Day, and
applying to him with Fafling, Humiliation, and
Meditation Such intervals as I had, I emploj^'ed in
reading Books, and in writing down m.y Memorandums of what occurred to me every T>?.J, and out of
which, afterwards, I for moft of this "Work as it
yelates to my Obfervations without Doors What I
wrote of my private Meditations I referve for private Ufe, and defire it may not be made publick on
an}'' Account whatever.
lalfo wrote other Meditations upon Divine Subjects, fuch as occurred to me at that Time, and were
profitable to mj felf, but not fit for any other View,
and therefore I fay no more of that.
I had a very good Friend, a Phyfician, whofe
Name was Hga?/7,who I frequently vifited during this
difmal Time, and to whofe Advice I was very much
oblig'd for many Things which he directed me to
take, by way of preventing the Infedion when I
went out, as he found I frequently did, and to hold
in my Mouth when I was in the Streets he alfo
came very often to fee me, and as he was a good
Chriftian, as well as a good Ph}7'fician, his agreeable
Converfation was a very great Support to me in the
worft cf this terribe Time.
It was now the Beginning of Avgnfi, and the
Plague grew very violent and terrible in the Place

and forely

I

:

:

:

:

Cfl

ME

M O

I

R

s

e?/

where I livM, and Dr. Hzath coming to

vifit

me, and

finding that I ventured fo often out in the Streets,
earneftly perfwaded me to lock m.y felf up and my
Family, and not to fuffer any of us to go out of
Doors-, to keep all our Windows faft, Shutters and
Curtains clofe, and never to open them but firft.
to make a very ftrong Smoke in the Room, where the
Window, or Door was to be opened, with Rozen and
Pitch, Brimftone, or Gunpowder, and the like and
we did this for fome Time : But as I had not laid in
a Store of Provifion for fuch a retreat, it was impoflible that we could keep within Doors entirely-,
however, I attempted, tho' it was fo very late, to

do fomething towards it and firft, as 1 had Convenience both for Brewing and Baking, I went and
bought two Sacks of Meal, and for leveral Weeks,
having an Oven, we baked all our own Bread \ alfo I
bought IVIalt, and brew'd as much Beer as all the
Casks I had would hold, and which feem'd enough

myHoufe for five or fix Weeks 5 alfo I laid in
a Quantity of Salt-butter and CheJInre Cheefe but I
had no Fle{h-meat, and the Plague raged fo violently among the Butchers, and Siaughter-Houfes, on
the other Side of our Street, where they are known
to dwell in great Numbers, that it was not advifable, fo much as to go over the Street among them.
to ferve

And here I muft obferve again, that this Neceffity of going out of our Houfes to buy Provifion s, was
in a great Meafure the Ruin of the whole City, for
the People catch'd the Diftemper, on thofe Occafions, one of another, and even the Provifions themfeives were often tainted, at leaft I have great
and therefore I cannot fay
ibn to believe fo

Reawith

Satisfaaion what I know is repeated with great Affurance, that the Market People, and fuch as brought
Provifions, to

Town, were never

infected

:

I

am cer-

Jfbite-Chapel where the greateft
Part of the Flefh-meat was killed, were dreadfully
irifited, and that at lafttofuch a Degree, that few

tain, the Butchers of

the
of their
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Shops were kept open,

main'd of them,

kill'd their

Meat

and thofe that
at Mile-End,
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Way, and brought it to Market upon Horfes.
However, the poor People cou'd not lay up Provifions, and there was a neceflity, that they muft go

that

Market to buy, and others to fend Servants or their
and as this was a Neceflity which renewed it felf daily; it brought abundance of uato

Children

j

found People to the Markets, and a great nfiany
that went thither Sound, brought Death Home with
them.
It is true. People us'd all poffible Precaution,
when any one bought a Joint of Meat in the Marker,
they would not take it of the Butchers Hand, but
take it oft of the Hooks themfelves.
On the other
Hand, the Butcher would not touch the Money,
but have it put into a Pot full of Vinegar which he
The Buyer carry 'd always
kept for that purpofe.
fmali Money to make up any odd Sum, that they
might take no Change. They carry'd Bottles for
Scents, and Perfumes in their Hands, and all the
Means that could be us*d, were us'd Bur then the
Poor cou'd not do even thefe things, and they went
at all Hazards.
Innumerable difmal Stories we heard every Day
on this very Account : Sometimes a Man or Woman dropt down Dead in the very Markets ; for many People that had the Plague upon them, knew notill the iaward Gangreen had afteded
thing of it
their Vitals and they dy'd in a few Moments;
this caus'd, that many died frequently in that Manner in the Streets fuddainly, without any warning :
Others perhaps had Time to go to the next Bulk or
Stall ; or to any Door, Porch, and juft fit down and
:

;

have (aid before.
Thefe Objects were fo frequent

die, as I

in the Streets,
that when the Plague came to be very raging.
On
one Side, there was fcarce any pafling by the Streets,
but that feveral dead Bodies would be lying here

and

,

Memoirs

94

of

and there upon the Ground on the other hand it is obfervable, that tho' at firft, the People would flop as they
went along, and call to the Neighbours to come out on
fuch an Occalion yet, afterward, no Notice was taken of them but that, if at any Time we found a Corps
lying, go crofs the Way, and not come near it; or
if in a narrow Lane or Paflage, go. back again, and
feek fome other Way to go on the .Bufinefs we were
upon j and in thofe Cafes, the Corps was always left,
Officers had notice, to come and take them
till the
away or till Night, when the Bearers attending the
Dead- Cart would take them up, uud carry them a;

;

,•

;

Nor did thofe undaunted Creatures, who pert
formed thefe Offices, fail to fearch their Pockets,
and fometimes (trip off their Cloths, if they were
well dreft, as fometimes they were, and carry off
way

what they could get.
But to return to the Markets

the Butchers took
;
that Care, that if any Perfon dy'd in the Market, they
had the Officers always at Hand, to take them up
upon Hand-barrows, and carry them to the next
Church-Yard ; and this was fo frequent that fuch
were not entred in the weekly Bill, found Dead in the
Streets or Fields, as is the Cafe now ; but they went
into the general Articles of the great Diftemper.
But now the Fury of the Diftemper encreafed to

fuch a Degree, that even the Markets were but very
thinly furniihed with Provifions, or frequented with
Buyers, compair'd to what they were before ; and
the Lord-Mayor caufed the Country-People who
brought Provifions, to be flop'd in the Streets leading into the Town, and to fit down there with their
Goods, where they fold what they brought, and
went immediately away ; and this Encourag'd the
Country People greatly to do fo, for they fold their
Provifions at the very Entrances into the Town,
and even in the Fields; as particularly in the Fields

beyond IVhite-Chappel, in Spittle fields. Note, T'hofe
Streets miu called Spittle- Fields, were then indeed open

the

?LAGVK

\

95

Fields: Alfoin St. George s-fields m Southwork, in Bun^^
Hill Fields, and in a great Field, call'd IVood's-Clcfe
near Jpngtony thither the Lord-Maj'or, Aldermen,
and Magiftrates, fent their Officers and Servants to
buy for their Families, themfelves keeping within
Poors as much as polfible j and the like did many
other People j and after this Method was taken, the
Country People came with great chearfulnefs, and
brought Provifions of all Sorts, and very feldom got

any harm ; which I fuppofe, added alfo to that Report of their being Miraculoufly preferv*d.
As for my little Family, having thus as I have
faid, laid in a Store of Bread, Butter, Cheefe, and
Beer, I took my Friend and PhyHcian's Advice, and
lock'd my felf up, and my Family, and refolv'd to
fufter the hardfhipof Living a few Mouths without
Flefli-Meat, rather than to purchafe it at the hazard of our Lives.
But tho' I confin'd my Family, I could not prevail
upon my unfatisfy'd Curiofity to ftay within entirely
my feU and tho' I generally came frighted and teronly that inrified Home, yet I cou'd not reftrain
deed, I did not do it fo frequently as at firll.
I had fome little Obligations indeed upon me, to
go to my Brothers Houfe, which was in Coleman sfireet Parifli, and which he had left to my Care, and
1 went at firft every Day, but afterwards only once,
or twice a Week.
In thefe Walks I had many difmal Scenes before
my Eyes,as particularly of Perfons falling dead in the
Streets, terrible Shrieks and Skreekings of Women,
i

;

*

their Agonies would throw open their ChamWindows, and cry out in a difmal Surprifing

who in
ber

impoliible to defcribe the Variety of
Pafiions of the Poor People
wou|^ Exprefs themfelves.
Pafhng thro' Tohn-Hoiife-Tard in Lothhiir% of a
fudden a Cafement violently opened juft over
Head, and a Woman gave three frightful Skreetches,

Manner-,

it

Poftures, in

is

which the

my

an4

M

E
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Ohl Deaths Deaths Death in a inoft
inimitable Tone, and which ftruck me with Horror
and a Chilnefs, in my very Elood. There was no
Body to be feen in the whole Street, neither did
any other Window open ^ for People had no Gurioi
lity now in any Cafe ^ nor could any Body help one
another fo I went on to pafs into Bell- Alley.
Juft in Bell- Alley on the right Hand ofthePa^
fage, there was a more terrible Cry than that, the'
it was not fo diredted out at the Window, but the
whole Family was in a terrible Fright, and I could
hear Women and Children run skreaming about the

and then

cry'd,

/

^

Rooms like

diftrafted,

when

a Garret

Window open-

and fome body from a Window on the other Side
the Alley, call'd and ask'd, What is the Matter ^ upon whicli, from the firft Window it was anfwerea,.
0 Lord, wy Old Mafier has hang'd hhnfelf! The other
ask'd again, Is he quite dead ? and the firft anfwer'd,
Ay, ay, quite dead ^ quite dead and cold This Perfon
was a Merchant, and a Deputy Alderman, and very
I care not to mention the Name, tho* I knew
rich.
his Name too, but that would be an Hardfhip to
the Family, which is now flourilhing again.
But, this is but one it is fcarce credible what
dreadful Cafes happened in particular Families every Day People in the Rage of the Diftemper, or
in the Torment of their Swellings, which was indeed
intoUerable, running out of their own Government,
raving and diftraded, and oftentimes la3ring violent Hands upon themfelves, throwing themfelves
out at their Windows, (hooting themfelves, &c. Mothers murthering their own Children, in their Lunacy, fome dying of meer Grief as a Paflion, fome of
meer Fright and Surprize, without any Infeftion at
all; others frighted into Idiotifm, and foolifli Diftradtions, fome into difpair and Lunacy others into mellancholy Madnefs.
The Pain of the Swelling was in particular Very
the Phyficians
\'-iolent, and to fome intollerable
and
ed,

I

.
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and Surgeons may be faid to have tortured many poor Creatures, even to Death. The Swelllings in fome grew hard, and they apply'd violent
drawing Plafkers, or PulticeSj to break them and
if thefe did not do, they cut and fcarified them in a
In lome, thofe Swellings were
terrible Manner
made hard, partly by the Force of the Diftemper,
and partly by their being too violently drawn, and
were fo hard, that no Inftrument could cut them,
and then they burnt them with Caufticlcs, fo that
many died raving mad with the Torment ^ and
fome in the very Operation. In thefe DiftrefTes,
fome for want of Help to hold them down in their
Beds, or to look to them, laid Hands upon them:

^

Some broke out into the Streets,
perhaps naked, and would run diredtly down to
the River, if they were not ftopt by the Watchmen,
or other Officers, and plunge themfelves into the
Water, wherever they found it.
It often pierc'd my very Soul to hear the Groans
and Crys of thofe who were thus tormented, but of
the Two, this was counted the moft promiling Particular in the whole Infection for, if thefe Swellings
could be brought to a Head, and to break and run,
or as the Surgeons call it, to digeft, the Patient generally recover'd whereas thoie, who like the Gentlewoman's Daughter, were ftruck with Death at
the Beginning, and had the Tokens come out upon
them, often went about indifferent eafy, till a little before they died, and fome till the Moment they
dropt down, as in Appoplexies and Epeleplies, is often the Cafe fuch would be taken fuddenly very fick, and would run to a Bench or Bulk, or any
convenient Place that offer'd it felf, or to their own
Houfes, if poffible, as Imentionei before^ and there
fit down,grow faint and die. This kind of dyingwas
much the fame, as it was with thofe who die of common Mortifications, who die fwooning, and as it
were, go away in a Dream-, fuch as died thus, had
very
felves, as above.
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very little Notice of their being infeded at all, till
the Gangreen was fpread thro' their whole Body
nor could Phyficians themfelves, know certainly
how it was with them, till they opened their Breafts,
or other Parts of their Body, and faw the Tokens.
We had at this Time a great many frightful Stories told us of Nurfes and "Watchmen, who looked
after the dying People, that is to fay, hir'd Nurfes,

who attended infected People,

uling

them barbarouf-

them, fmothering them, or by other
wicked Means, haftening their End, that is to fay^
murthering of them
And Watchmen being fet
to guard Houfes that were fhut up, when there has
been but one perfon left, and perhaps, that one lying fick, that they have broke in and murthered
that Body, and immediately thrown them out into
the Dead-Cart and fo they have gone fcaree cold
ly, ftarving

:

1

to the Grave.
1 cannot fay, but that fome fuch Murthers were
committed, and I think two were fent to Prifon for
it, but died before they could te try'd ^ and I have
heard that three others, at feveral Times, were excufed for Murthers of that kind ^ but I muft fay I
believe nothing of its being fo common a Crime, as
fome have fince been pleas'd to fay, nor did it feem
to be fo rational where the People were brought fo
low as not to be able to help themfelves, for fuch
feldom recovered, and there was no Temptation to
commit a Mnrder, at leaft, none equal to the Fad
where they were fure Perfons would die in fo ihort
a Time-, and could not live.
That there were a great many Robberies and
wicked Pradifes committed even in this dreadful
Time I do not deny the Power of Avarice was fo
ftrong in fome, that they would run any Hazard to
fteal and to plunder, and particularly in Houfes
wh'.reall the Families, or Inhabitants have been
dead, and carried out, they would break in at all
Hazards, and without Regard to the Danger of InJ

fedioD,
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take even the Cloths off, of the dead Bodies,
and theBed-cloaths from others where they la}'' dead.
This, I fiippoje, muft be the Cafe of a Family in
Hoiindfditch., where a Man and his Daughter, th&
reft of the Family beingj as I fitppofe^ carried away be-fore by the Dead-Cart., were found ftark naked, one
in one Chamber, and one in another, lying Dead on
the Floor-, and the Cloths of the Beds, from whence,
lis fuppofed they were roll'd off by Thitves, ftoln,
and carried quite away.
It is indeed to be obferv'd, that the "Women were
in all this Calamity, the moft rafli, fearlefs, and del^
fedlion,

perate Creatures
and as there were vaft Numbers
that went about as Nurfes, to tend thofe that vvere
fick, they committed a great many petty Thieveries in the Houfes where they were employed ^ and

fome of them were publickly whipt for it, when
perhaps, they ought rather to have been hanged
for Examples ^ for Numbers of Houfes were robbed
on thefe Occafions, till at length, the Parifh Officers were fent to recommend Nurfes to the Sick,
and always took an Account who it was they fent,
foas that they might call them to account, if the
Houfe had been abufed where they were placed.
But thefe Robberies extended chiefly to t^'^earingCloths,Linen, and what Rings, or Money they could
come at, when the Perfon dyed who Was under their
Care, but not to a general Plunder of the Houfes ;
and I could give an Account of one of thefe Nurfes,
who feveral Years after, being on her Death-bed,
confeft with the utmoft Horror, the Robberries {he
had committed at the Time of her being a Nurfe,
and by which {he had enriched her felf to a great
Degree
But as for murthers, I do not find that
there was ever any Proof of the Fafts, in the manner, as it has been reported, except as above.
They did tell me indeed of a Nurfe in one
place, that laid a wet Cloth upon the Fac e of a dying Patient, who {he tended, and fo put an End
to
2
:
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to his Life, who was juft expiring before And another
that fmother'd a young Woman flie was looking to,
when fhe was in a fainting fit, and would have come
to her felf : Some that kill'd them by giving them
one Thing, fome another, and fome ftarved them by
giving them nothing at all But thefe Stories had two
Marks of Sufpicion that always attended them, which
caufed me always to flight them, and to look on them
as meer Stories, that People continually frighted one
(i.) That wherever it was that we
another with,
heard it, they always placed the Scene at the farther End of the Town, oppofire, or mod remote
from where you were to hear it If you heard it in
:

:

:

pf^ite-Chapel,

it

had happened

at St. Giles'sy or at

Town

Weftminfler, or HoJborn, or that End of the
j
if you heard of it at that End of the Town, then
it was done in IVhite-Chapelj or the Mimries^ or about
If you heard of it in the City,
had happened in ^(9K?/?)'a;^ry^ and if you

Cvipplegate Parift

why, then

it

:

^

heard of it in Sombwark, then it was done in the City,
and the like.
In the next Place, of what Part foever you heard
the Story, the Particulars were always the fame, e(|)ecially that of laying a wet double Clout on a dying
Man^s Face, and that of fmothering a young Gentle-

woman;

fo that it was apparent," at leaft to my Judgment, that there was more of Tale than of Truth in
thofe Things.
However, I cannot fay, but it had fome Effed upon the People, and particnlarly that, as J/aid before, they grew more cautious who they took into
their Houfes, and who they trufted their Lives with;
and had them always recommended, if they could i
and where they could not find ftlch, for they were
not very plenty, they applied to the PariJh Officers.

But here again, the Mifery of that Time lay upon
;he Poor, who being infeded, had neither Food or
Phyfick 5 neither Phyfician or Appothecary to aflift

them

;

the
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Many of thofe died
or Nurfe to attend them
and even for Suftcnanceouc at their
in a mod miferable and deplorable manner but it muft be added, that when ever the Cafes of fuch Perfons or Families, were represented to
ray Lord-Mayor, they always were relieved.
Ic is true, in fome Houfes where the People were
not very poor; yet, where they had fent perhaps
thejtn,

:

calling for help,

Windows,

their

Wives and Children away

;

and

if

they had any

Servants, they had been difmift ; I fay it is trus^ that
to fave the Expences, many fuch as thefe fliut
themfelves in, and not having Help, dy'd ^lone.

A Neighbour and Acquaintance of mine, having
fome Money owing to him from a Shopkeeper in
White Crofs flreetj or there abouts, fent his Apprentice, a youth about 18 Years of Age, to endeavour
He came to the Door, and findto get the Money
ing it ihut, knockt pretty hard, and as he thought,
heard fome Body anfwer within, but was not fure.
So he waited, and after fome ftay knockt again, and
then a third Time, when he heard fome Body com:

down Stairs.
At length the Man

ing

of the Houfe came to the

Door

he had on his Breeches or Drawers, and a yellow
Flannel VVaftcoat; no Stockings, a pair of Slipt- Shoes,
a white Cap on his head ; and as the young Man
faid. Death in his Face.
When he openM the Door, fays he, "what do you
dijliirb me thus for ? the Boy, tho* a little furpriz'd, reply'd, I com from fuch a OKe, and my Mafter fentmp
for the Monejy ivhich he fays you know of: Very well
call as you go by at
Childy returns the living Ghoft,
Cripplegate Churchy and bid them ring the Bell, and with
thofe VVords, fliut the Door again, and went upagain and Dy'd, The fame Day ; nay, perhaps the
fame Hour; This, the young Man told me himfelf,
and I have Reafon to believe it. This was while
I think it
the Plague was not come to a Height
:

was

in

June

j

Towards

the latter

H

}

End

of the

Month,

k
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muft be before the Dead Carts came about, and
while they ufed the Ceremony of Ringing the Bell
for the Dead, which was over for certain, in that Parilh at leaft, before the Month of July ; for by the
i^th oijulj/y there died 550 and upward in a Week,
and then they cou'd no more bury in Form, Rich or

it

Poor.
I have mentioned above, that notwithflanding this
dreadful Calamity ; yet the Numbers of Thieves
were abroad upon all Occalions, where they had

found any Prey; and that thefe were generally Women. It was one Morning about 1 1 a Clock, I
had walk'd out to my Brothers Houfe in Coleman sflreet Pariih, as I

My

often did, to fee that

all

was

Safe.

Houfe had a little Court beand a Brick- Wall with a Gate in it ; and
within that, feveral Ware-houfes, where his Goods
fore

Brother's

it,

of feveral Sorts lay: It happen'd, that in one of thefe

Ware-houfes, were feveral Packs of WomenshighCrown'd Hats, which came out of the Country ; and
were, as I fuppofe, for Exportation whither I know
not.
I was furpriz'd that when I came near my Brother's
Door, which was in a Place they calJ'd Swan-AUey,
I metjthree or four Women with High-crown\l Hats
on their Heads i and as I remembred afterwards,
one, if not more, had fome Hats likewife in their
Hands but as I did not fee them come out at my
Brother's Door, and not knowing that my Brother
had any fuch Goods in his Ware-houfe, I did not
offer to fay any Thing to them, but went crofs the
Way to ftiun meeting them, as was ufual to do at
that Time, for fear of the Plague.
But when I came
nearer to the Gate, I met another Woman with
more Hats come out of the Gate. TVhat Bufineh
Miftrefs, faid I, have you had there?
There are more
People there, faid ihe, I have had no more Bufinefs there than they.
I was hally to get to the Gate
then, and faid np more to her ; by which means ihe
:

;

the
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But juft as I earae to the Gate, I
faw two more coming crofs the Yard to come out
with Hats alfp on their Heads, and under their
Arms; at which I threw the Gate too behind me,
which having a Spring Lock faftened it felf i and
turning to the Women, forfooth faid I, what are
ye doing here? and feiz'd upon the Hats, and took
them Irora them. One of them, who I conicfs,
got away.

did not look like a Thief. Indeed fays ilic, wt are
wrong ; but we were told, they were Goods that
had no Owner ; be pieas*d to take them again, and
look yonder, there are more fuch Cuftomers as <ve
She cry'd and look'd pitifully ; fo I took the Hats
from her, and opened the Gate, and bad them be
gone, for I pity'd the Women indeed j
But when I
look'd towards the Ware-houfe,
as ftie directed,
:

there were lix or feven

more

all,

Women,

fittmg

them-

with Hats, as unconcerned and quier, as if
they had been at a Hatters Shop, buying for their

felves

Money.
I was

furpriz'd, not at the Sight

only, but at the Circumftances I

to

thruft

my

felf in

among

fo

offo many Thieves
in j being now
People, who for

was

many

fo ftiye of my felf, that if I met
any Body in the Street,, I would crofs the Way
from them.
They were equally furpriz'd, tho' on another AcThey all told me, they were Neighbours,
count
that they had heard any one might take them, that
they were no Bodies Goods, and the like. I talk't
big to them at firft j went back to the Gate, and
took out the Key > fo that they were all my Prifc-

{ome Weeks, had been

:

nersj

for

Lock them all into the Warego and fetch my Lord Mayor's Officers

threatened to

houfe, and

them.

They

beg*d heartily,

protefted

they found the

Gate open, and the Ware-houfe Door open; and
that it had na doubt been broken open by fome,
who exped^d to find Goods of greater Value
which
4
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which indeed, was reafonableto believe, becaufethe
Lock was broke, and a Padlock that hung to the
Door on the out- fide alfo loofe j and not abundance
of the Hats carry 'd awaj^.

At

length I confidei'd, that this

Cruel and Rigorous;

to be

would
have

neceflarily oblige

feveral

me

was not

and befides

a

Time

that,

it

go much about, to
me, and I go to feveral,

to

People come to

whofe Circumftances of Health,

I knew nothing of
and that even, at this Time the Plague was fo high,
as that there dy'd 4000 a Week ; fothat in ihowing
my Refentment, or even in feeking Juftice for my
Brother^s Goods, I might lofe my own Life ; fo'l
contented my feify with taking the Names and Places
where fome of theni lived, who were really Inhabitants in the Neighbourhood ; and threatning that
my Brother fhould call them to an Account for it,
when he returned to his Habitation.
Then I talk*d a little upon another Foot with
them ; and ask'd them how they could do fuch Things
as thefe, in a Time of fuph general Calamity ; and
it were, in the Face of Gods moft dreadful Judgments, when the Plague was at their very Doors ;
and it may be in their very Houfes ; and they did net
know, but that the Dead-Cart might flop at their
Doors in a few Hours, to carry them to their Graves.

I cou'd not perceive that

Impreffion
that there

upon them
came two

all

my

Difcourfe

that while;

Men

made much

happened,
of the Neighbourhood,
till it

hearingof the Difturbance, and knowing my Brother>
had been both dependants upon his Family,
and they came to my Affiftance
Thefe being as I
faid Neighbours, prefently knew three of the Women, and told me who they were, and where they
liv*d i and it feems, they had given me a true Account
for they

:

of themfelves before.

This brings
brance

was

:

thefe

two-

Men

to a farther

Remem-

The Name of one was John Hayward, who

at that

Time

under-Sexton, of the Pariih of

Sr.

Ste^bm

the

V
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by under Sexton, was underftoodac thac Time Grave-digger and Bearer of the
Dead.
This Man carry 'd or alSfted to carry
all the Dead
to their Graves, which were bury'd
in that large Parifti, and who were carried in Form j
and after that Form of Burying was ftopr, went with
the Dead Cart and the Bell, to fetch the dead Bodies
from the Houfes where they lay, and fetched many
of them out of the Chambers and Houfes
for the
Pariihwas, and is ftill remarkable, particularly above
Stephen Coleman-ftreet

i

,•

all

the Pariihes in London^

for

a great

Number of Al-

and Thorough fares very long,into which ho Carts
cou'd come, and where they were obliged to go and
fetch the Bodies a very long Way ; which Alleys now
remain to Witnefs it ; fuch as JVhites- Alley , Crofs-Key
Court, Sujan-AUey, Bell-Aliey, White- Horfe- Alleys and

leys,

many more

Here they went with a kind of HandBarrow, and lay'd the Dead Bodies on it, and carry'd them out to the Carts ; which work he performed, and never had the Diftemper at all, but livM
above 20 Year after it, and was Sexton of the Parifli
to the Time of his Death. His Wife at the fame, time
was a Nurfe to infeded People, and tended many
that died in the Parifii, being for her honefty recommended by the Parifh Officers, yet Cie never was in:

fefted neither.

He never ufed any Prefervative againft the InfediGar lick and Rue in his Mouth,
and fmoaking Tobacco ; this I alfo had from his
own M<^uth ; and his Wife's Remedy was walliing
her Head in Vipegar, and fprinkling her Head-Cloths
fo with Vinegar, as to keep them always Moift j and
if the fmell of any of thofe ihe waitd on was more
than ordinary Offenfive, fhe fnuft Vinegar up her
Nofe, and fprinkled Vinegar upon her Head-Cloths,
and held a Handkerchief weted with Vinegar to her
qn, other than holding

Mouth.
It

ly

muft be

among

confeft, that tho'

the

Poor j

yet,

the Plague

was

chief-

were the Poor the moft

Vcn-
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Venturous and Fearlefs of it, and went about their
Emplo}raerit5 with a Sort of brutal Cottage; I mutt
call it fo, for it was founded neither on Religion or
Prudence ; fcarfe did they ufe any Caution, but run
into any Bulinefs, which they conld get Employment
fuch was that of
in, tho' it was the moft hazardous
tending the Sick, watching Houfes (hut up, carrying
and which was
inFetted Perfons to the Pcft-Houfe
;

;

ftill

worfe, carrying the

Dead away

to

their Graves.

John Hayward's Care, and within
his Bounds, that the Story of the P per, with which
People have made themfelvesfo merry, happen^, and
he afl'ur'd me that it was true. It is faid, that it was
but as John told me, the Fellow was
a blind Piper
not blind, but an ignorant weak poor Man, and ufually Walked his Rounds about lo a Clock at Night,
and went piping along from Door to Door, and the
People ufually took him in at Public Houfes where
they knew him, and would give him Drink and Vidand he in Return,
uals, and fometimes Farthings j
would Pipe and Sing, and talk fimply, which diverted the People, and thus he Jiv*d It was but a very
bad Time for this Diverfion, while Things were as
I have told ; yet the poor Fellow went about as ufual,
but was almofl flarv'd ; and when any Body ask'd
how he did, he would anfwer, the Dead Cart had
not taken him yet, but that they had promifed to call
for him next Week.
It happened one Night, that this poor Fellow, whewhether fome body had given him too much Drink or
no, John Hayward faid, he had not Drink in his
Houfe ; but that/they had given him a little more Vid^
wais than ordinary at a Public Houfe in Coleman-flreet \
and the poor Fellow having not ufually had a Bellyfull, or perhaps not a good while, was laid all along
upon the Top of a Bulk or Stall, and fafl a fleep at a
Door, in the Street near Lmdon-lVall, towards Cripple
It

was under

this

;

:

gate

the
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and thac upon the fame Bulk or Stall, the People of fome Houfe, in the Alley cf which the Houfe
was a Corner, hearing a Bell, which they always
rung before the Cart came, had laid a Body really
dead of the Plague juft by him, thinking too, that
this poor Fellow had been a dead Body as the other
was, and laid there by fome of the Neighbours.
Accordingly when John Hayward with his Bell and
the Cart came along, finding two dead Bodies lie upon the Stall they took them up with the Inftrument
they ufed, and threw them into the Cart
and all

gatBy

this while the Piper flept foundly.

From hence they paffed along, and took in other dead Bodies, till, as honeft John Hayiuard told
me,
yet

they almoft hurried
all

this

While he

him

alive,

flept foundly

;

in

the Cart,

at length the

Cart came to the Place where the Bodies were to be
thrown into the Ground, which, as I do remember,
was at Mount-mill i and as the Cart ufually ftopt fome
Time before they were ready to fhoot out the melanchoUy Load they had in it, as foon as the Cart ftop'd,
the Fellow awaked, and ftruggled a little to get his
Head out from among the dead Bodies, when raifing
himfelf up in tbe Cart, he called out. Hey ! where am
I? This frighted the Fellow that attended about the
Work, but after fome Paufe John Hayward rQcov^viug
himfelf faid. Lord blefs us. 'there''s fome Body in the Cart
not quite dead! So another call'd to him and faid, Who
are you ? the Fellow anfwered, / am the foor Piper.
Where am 1? Where are you ! fays Hayward ; why^ you
are in the Dead-Cart^ and we are a-going to bury you But
J an^t dead tho\ am I? fays the Piper ; which made
them laugh a little, tho' as John faid they were hear
tily frighted at firft j fo they help'd the poor Fellowdown, and he went about his Bufmefs.
I know the Story goes, he fet up his Pipes in the
Cart, and frighted the Bearers, and others, fo thac
they ran away i but John Hayward did not tell the
Sioxy fo, nor fay any Thing of his Piping at all j but
>

,

that
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that he was a poor Piper, and that he was carried
away as above I am fully fatisfied of the Truth of.
It is to be noted here, that the Dead Carts
the
City were not not confinM to parcicalar Parifties, but
one Cart went thro^ feveral Parifhes, according as the
Numbers of Dead prefented j nor were they ty'd to
carry the Dead to their refpedive Parifhes, but many of the Dead, taken up in the City, were carried
to the Burying- Ground in the Out-parts, for want

m

*

of Room.
I have already mentioned the Surprize, that

Judgment was

among

this

People, I muft
be allowed to give fome of my Obfervations on the
more ferious and religious Part. Surely never City,
at leaft, of this Bulk and Magnitude, was taken in
^Condition fo perfectly unprepared for iuch a dreadful Vifitation, whether I am to fpeak of the Civil
Preparations, or Religious ; they were indeed, as
if they had had no Warning, no Expeftation, no Apprehenfions, and confequently the leaft Provifion imaginable, was made for it in a publick Way j for Example.
at

firil

The Lord Mayor
vilion

were

to be obferved

had made no Prowhich
they had gone into no Mea-

and

as Magiftrates,
j

the

Sheriffs

for

the Regulations

Relief of the Poor.
The Citizens had no publick Magazines, or Storefor
Houfcs
Corn, or Meal, for the Subfiftence of the
Poor; which, if they had provided themfelves, as in
fuch Cafes is done abroad, many miferable Families,
who were now reduc'd to the utmoft Diftrefs, would
have been relieved, and that in a better Manner, than
now could be done.
The Stock of the City's Money, I can fay but little
London was (aid to be exceeding
to, the Chamber
rich; and it may be concluded, that they were To,
by the vaft Sums of Money ifliied from thence, in the
se-building the publick Edifices after the Fire of London, and in Building, new Works, fuch as, for the
fures

for

m

;

the
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Part, the Guild- Hall, Blackwell-Hall, Part of Leaden-Hall, HaXf the Exchange, the Seffm-Boufe, the Compter ; the Prifons of Ludgate, Newgate^&c. feveral of the

firft

Wharfs, and
ver

all

',

Stairs,

which were

and Landing-places on the Rieither burnt

down

or

damaged

by the great Fire of London^ the next Year after the
Plague and of the fecond Sort, the Monument, Fleetditch with its Bridges, aud theHofpital of Bethlem, or
Bedlam, &c. But poffibly the Managers of the City s
Credit,- at that Time, made more Confcience of breaking in upon the Orphan's Money; to fhew Charity
to the diftrefs'd Citizens, than the Managers in the
following Yeats did, to beautify the City, and re;

edify the Buildings, tho'in the

firft

Cafe, the Lofers

would have thought their Fortunes better beftow'd,
and the Publick Faith of the City have been lefs fubjeded to Scandal and Reproach.
muff be acknowledged that the abfent Citizens,

It

who,
try,

tho' they were fled for Safety into the Counwere yet greatly interefted in the Welfare of thofe

who

they

left

behind,

forgot not to contribute lithe Poor, and large Sums

berally to the Relief of

were

alfo collected

among Trading- Towns

in the re-

moteft Parts of of England ; and as I have heard alfo,
the Nobility and the Gentry, in all Parts of England,
took the deplorable Condition of the City into their
Confiderarion, and fent up large Sums of Money in
Charity, to the Lord Mayor and Magiftrates, for
the Relief of the Poor ; the King alfo, as I was told,
ordered a thoufand Pounds a Week to be diftiibuted in four Parts ; one Qiiarter to the City and Liberties of JVeflminfler
one Quarter, or Part, among
the Inhabitants of the Southwark Side of the Water
one Quarter to the Liberty and Parts within, of the
:

City, exclufive of the City, within the Walls
and,
one fourth Part to the Suburbs in the County of
Middle/ex, and the EaO: and North Parts of the City

:

But

this latter I only

fpeak of as a Report.

Cer-

#
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Certain

who

milies,

of

the greateft Part of the Poor, or Faformerly hVd by their Labour, or by

it is,

Retail- Trade, liv*d

now on Charity

not been prodigious

Sums of Money given by

j

and had

there
chari-

well-minded Chriftians, for the Support of
fuch, the City could never have fubfifted.
There
were, no Queftion, Accounts kept of their Charitys and of the juft Diftribution of it by the MagiBut as fuch Mulitudes of thofe very Officers
ftrates
died, thro' whofe Hands it was diftributed ; and alfo that, as I have been told, moft of the Accounts
of thofe Things were loft in the great Fire which
happened in the very next Year, and which burnt even the Chamberlain's Office, and many of their
Papers j fo I could never come at the particular Account, which I ufed great Endeavours to have feen.
It may, however, be a Direftion in Cafe of the
Approach of a like Vifitation, which God keep the
City from
I fay, it may be of ufe to obferve
that by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen,
at that Time, in diftributing Weekly, great Sums
of Money, for Relief of the Poor, a Multitude of
People, who would otherwife have perifhed, were
relieved, and their Lives prefervd.
And here let
me enter into a brief State of the Cafe of the Poor
at that Time, and what Way apprehended from them,
from whence may be judg'd hereafter, what may be
table,

:

,•

expe£led,

if

the like Diftrefs fliould

come upon

the

City.

At

the Beginning of the Plague, when there was
but that the whole City would

now no more Hope,

be viCitQd, when, as I have faid, all that had Friends
or Eftates in the Country, retired with their Fami-

and when, indeed, one would have thought
the very City it felf was running out of the Gates,
and that there would be no Body left behind. You
may be fure, from that Hour, all Trade, except fuch
as related to immediate Subfiftence, was, as it were,
at a full Stop.
lies,

This

?L AGUE.

the
This

iii

a Cafe, and contains in it fo much
of the real Condition of the People ; that I chink,
I cannot be too particular in it; and therefore I defcend
to the feveral Arrangements or Clafles of People, who
Is fo lively

into immediate Diflrefs upon
Example,

fell

1.

All
fuch

this

Occalion

:

Foe

Majier Jforli men in MaymfaBiires-^ efpedally
Ornament, and the lefs heceffary

as belong' d to

Parts of the People drefs Cloths and Fiirmtiire for Hoii-

Riband Jfeavers, and other Weavers ^
and Gold and SiherTPyerdrawersj Seemfireffes^ Millejters, Shoe-makers, Hat-makers and Glove-makers : Alfo UpholdJlererSj Joyners, Cabinet-makers, Looking-glajs-makers
and innimerabU
Tirades which depend upon fuch as thefe ^ Ifay the MaJlir Workmen in fuch, fl opt their Work, difmifi their
Journeymen, and Iforkmen, and all their Dependants.
2. As Merchandtz.mg was at a full ftop,for very few Ship
'Ventured to come up the River, and mne at all went out fo
fes

as

fiich

Gold and

Silverlace-niakers,

;

extraordinary Officers of the Cufiomes^ likewije the
Watermen, Carmen, Porters^ and all thePoor,whofe Labour

all the

depended upon the Merchants, were
put out
3.

at once difmifi,

and

of Bufinefs.

AUtheiradefmenufually employed in building

or repare-

ing of Houfes, were at a full Stop^ for the People were jar

from wanting

to

one Article

Kind

turnd

4.

flript

all

out of Bufinefs

penters, yoyners,

when fo many thoufand
of their Inhabitants ; fo that this

build Houfes,

Houfes were at once

j

the

ordinary

Work-men of

that

fuch as Brick-layers, Mafons, Car-

Plaflerers, Painters, Glaz>iers,

Smiths^

Plumbers ; and all the Labourers depending on fuch.
As Navigation was at a Stop our Ships neither coming
in, or going out as before fo theSeamen voere all out of Em;

;

and many of them in the lafl and lowefi Degree
and with the Seamen, were all the Jeveral Tradefmeu, and Workmen belonging to and depending upon the buildings and fitting out of Ships fuch as

ployment,

of Diftrefsy

i

Ship Carpenters^ Caulker

Rope-makers, Dry- Cooper.

SaiU
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Sail-makers,

makers.

Anchor- Smiths, and other Smiths

Carvers,

Gun

Smiths,

Block'

;

Ship-Chandlers, Ship-

Carvers and the like ; "the Makers of thofe perhaps
mi^ht live upon their Subftance hut the 'Traders were
Univerjally at a Stop, and consequently all their fVorki

men

difcharged

:

Add to

thefe,

manner without Boats, and
termen. Lightermen,

that

the

all or moft

and

Boat- builders,

ders in like manner idle,

and

River was

pan

in a

oj the Pf/a-

Lighter- buil-

laid by,

All Families retrenched their living as much as poffibU,

J.

as well thofe that fled, as thofe that Jiay'd; fo that an innumerable Multitude of Footmen, ferving Men, Shopkeepers,

Journey men.

fuch Sort of People,

and

Merchants- Book-keepers,
efpecially poor

Maid

and

Servants

were turnd off, and left Friendlefs and Helplefs without
Employment, and without Habitation
and this was
really a dtfmal Artick,
I

might be more particular as to
fuffice to mention in general

may

it

this Part
all

;

:

Trades

But
be-

ing ftopt, Employment ceafed ; the Labour, and by
that, the Bread of the Poor were cut off ; and at
indeed, the Cries of the poor were moft lamentable to
hear ; tho' by the Diftribution of Charity, their
Mifery that way was greatly abated
Many indeed
butthoufands of them having
fled into the Countries
ftay'd in London, tiil nothiog but Defperation fent
them away Death overtook them on the Road, and
they ferv'd for no better than the Meffengers of Death,
indeed, others carrying the Infedion along with them
fpreading it very unhappily into the remoteft Parts ot

M

:

;

>

the

Kingdom.

Many

ot thefe were the miferable Objeds of Difpair which I have mention'd before, and were remov*d by the Deftruction which followed ; thefe
might be faid to penfo, not by the Infeftion it felf,
but by the Confequencc ot it r indeed, namely, by

jjunger and

Diftrefs,

and the Want of all Things
without Money, without
J

bei"S without Lodging,

Friends,

;

the
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Friends, without Means to get their Bread, or without any one to give it them, for many of them were
without what we call legal Settlements, andfo could
not claim of the Pariflies, and all the Support they
had, was by Application to the Magiftrates for Relief,

which Relief was, (to give the Magiftrates their Due)
carefully and chearfully adminiftred, as they found it
neceflary

;

and thofe that

ftay*d behind never felt the

Kind, which they felt,
went away in the manner above-noted.
Let any one who is acquainted with what Multitudes of People, get their daily Bread in this City by
their Labour, whether Artificers or meer Workmen
I fay, let any Man confider, what muft be the mife*
rable Condition of this Town, if on a fudden, they
fliould be all turned out of Employment, that Labour ftiould ceafe, and Wages for Work be no more.
This was the Cafe with us at that Time, and had

Want and

Diftrefs of that

who

not the Sums of Money, contributed in Charity by
well difpofed People, of every Kind, as well abroad
as at home, been prodigioufly great, it had not been
in the Power of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, to

have kept the Publick Peace ; nor were they without
Apprehenfions as it was, that Defparation ihould pufh
the People upon Tumults, and caufe them to rifle the
Houfes of rich Men, and plunder the Markets of Provifions.; in which Cafe the Country People, who brought
Provifions very freely and boldly to Town, would ha
been terrified from coming any more, and the Town
would ha' funk under an unavoidable Famine.
But the Prudence of my Lord Mayor, and the
Court of Aldermen within the City, and of the Juftices of Peace in the Out-parts was fuch, and they
were fupported with Money from all Parts fo well, that

the poor People were kept quiet, and their Wants every where reliev'd, as far as was poffible to be done.
Things, befides this, contributed to prevent
the Mob doing any Mifchief : One was, that really
the Rich themf^lves had not laid up Scores of Provi-

Two

I

fions

;

ME
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T

of

fions in their Houfcs, as indeed, they

ought to have
done, and which if they had been wife enough to have
done, and lockM themiclves entirely up, as fome fewdid, they had perhaps efcaped the Difeafe better But
as it appeared they had not, fo the Mob had no Notion of finding Scores of Proviiions there, if they had
broken in, as it is plain they were fometimes very
near doing, and which, if they had, they liad finiihM
the Ruin of the whole City, for there were no regular Troops to ha* withffood them, nor could the
Traind-Bands have been brought together to defend
the City, no Men being to be found to bear Arms.
But the Vigilance of the Lord Mayor, and fuch
Magiftrates as could be had, for fome, even of the Aldermen were Dead, and fome abfent, prevented this
and they did it by the moft kind and gentle Methods they could think of, as particularly by relieving the moft defperate with Money, and putting
others into Bufinefs, and particularly that Employment of watching Houfes that were infeded and jhut
up j and as the Number of thefe were very great, for
it was faid, there was at one Time, ten thoufand
Houfes ihuc up, and every Houfe had two Watchmen
to guard it, ifiz,, one by Night, and the other by
Day this gave Opportunity to employ a very great
Number of poor Men at a Time.
The Women, and Servants, that were turned off
from their Piaces, were likewife employed as Nurfes
to tend the Sick in all Places and this took off a very great Number of them.
And, which tho' a melancholy Article in it felf,
yet was a Deliverance in its Kind, namely, the
Plague which raged in a dreadful Manner from the
Middle of Augufi to the Middle of OBoher, carried off
:

,•

,*

in that

Time

thirty or forty

Thoufand

of thefe very

People, which had they been left, would certainly
have been an unfufferable Burden, by their Poverty,
ihat is to fay^ the whole City could not ha\^e fupporced the Expence of themj or have provided Food for
-

them,*

the
them
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Time

have been even driven to the Neceffity of plundering either the City it
felf, or the Country adjacent, to have fubfided them*
felves, which would firft or laft, have put the whole
Nation, a well as the City, into the utmofl Terror
,*

in

and Confufion.
It was obfervable then, that this Calamity of the
People made them very humble i for now, for abouc
nine Weeks together, there died near a thoufand aDay, one Day with another, even by the Account
of the weekly Bills, which yet I have Reafon to
be affur'd never gave a full Account, by many thoufands ; the Confufion being fuch, and the Carts work*
ing in the Dark, when they carried the Dead, that in
fome Places /io Account at all was kept, but they
work*d on ; jmQ Clerks and Sextons not attending fof
Weeks together, and not knowing what Number they
This Account is verified by the following
carried.
Bills of Mortality.
Ofall Plfeafes. OftheTUgue*
8 to Aug*
to
to
Aug. 29 to Sept.
to
to
to

Aug,

I''

,

i
I
I

\_Sept*

2^ to 0^.

1$

22
29
5

12

19

26
3

to 10

—
—

—
-—

—
—
—
—
—

5319
5568
7496
82'52

7690
8297

6460
57 ?o

5©6S

59870

'

——

.

.

38S0
4237
6104
698S
6544.

716$
.

—

5^535

4929
4227
49705

So that the Grofs of the People were carried off in
thefe two Months ; for as the whole Number which
was brought in, to die of the Plague, was but 68590
here, is fifty thoufand of them, within a Trifle, in
two Months; I (ay 50000, becaufe, as there wants
295 in the Number above, fo there wants two Days
of two Months, in the Account of Time.
Now when, I fay, that the Parifli Officers did mt
give in a full Account, or were not to be depended
upon fox their Account, let any one but coniider how
I 2

Men

Me u o

ii6
Men could

I

R

s

of

fuch a Time of dreadful Diftrefs,
ot them were taken fick themfelves, and perhaps died in the very Time when their
Accounts were to be given in, I mean the PariihClerksj befides inferior Officers; for tho' thefe poor

exad in
and when many
be

Men ventured at ail Hazards, yet they were far from
being exempt from the common Calamity, efpecially,
if it betrue,that the Parifli o( Stepney had within the
Year, one hundred and (ixteen Sextons, Grave-diggers,
and their Affiftants, that is to fay. Bearers, Bell-men,
and Drivers of Carts, for carrying off the dead Bodies.
Indeed the Work was not of a Nature to allow
them Leifure, to take an exad Tale of the dead Bodies, which were all huddled together in the Dark
into a Pit
which Pit, or Trench, no Man could
;

come

but at the utmoft Peril. I obferv'd ofthe PariOies of Algate, and Cripplegate,
JVhite-Chappel and Stepney , there was five, fix> feven,
and eight hundred in a Week, in the Bills, whereas
if we may believe the Opinion of thofe that liv'd in
the City, all the Time, as well as I, there died fometimes 2000 a- Week in thofe Parifhes ; and I faw it
under the Hand of one, that made as ftrid an examination into that Part as he could, that there really
died an hundred thoufand People of the Plague, in
it that one Year, whereas the Billsj the Articles of
the Plague, was but (58590.
If I may be allowed to give my Opinion, by what
I faw with my Eyes, and heard from other People
that were Eye WitnelTes, I do verily believe the fame,
nigh,

ten, that

in

that there died, at leaft, 100000 of the Plague
befides other Diflcmpers, and befides thofe
which died in the Fields, and High-ways, and fe-

wiz..

only,

out of the Compafs of the Communicacalled ; and who were not put down in
the
they really belonged to the Body of
Inhabitants.
It was known to us all, that abunthe
dance of poor difpairing Creatures, who had the
Diflemper upon them, and were grown ftupid, or
cret Places,

tion, as it

was

Bills, tho'

me-
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melancholly by their Mifery, as many were, wan^
dred away into the Fields, and Woods, and into Tecret uncouth Places, almofl any where to creep into
a Bufli, or Hedge, and DIE.
The Inhabitants of the Villages adjacent would in
Pity, carry them Food, and fet it at a Diftance, that
they might fetch it, if they were able, and fomctimes
they were not able j and the next Time they went,
they ftiould find the poor Wretches lie dead, and the
Food untouched. The Number of thefe miferable Objeds were many, and I know fo many that perifh'd
thus, andfo exadly where, that I believe I could go
to the very Place and dig their Bones up ftill; for the
Country People would go and dig a Hole at a Diftance from them, and then with long Poles, and
Hooks at the End of them, drag the Bodies into thefc
Pits, and then thro' the Earth in Form as far as they
could caft it to cover them ; taking notice how the
Wind blew, and fo coming on that Side which the Seamen call fo-^/W-xuW, that the Scent of the Bodies
might blow from them ; and thus great Numbers
went out of the World, who were never known or
any Account of them taken, as well within the Bills
of Mortality as without.
This indeed I had, in the main, only from the Relation of others
for I fcldom walk*d into the Fields,
except towards Bednal-green and Hackney ; or as hereafter
But when I did walk I always faw a great many poor Wanderers at a Diftance, but I could know
little ,of their Cafes; for whether it were in the Street,
or in the Fields, if we had feen any Body coming, it
was a general Method to walk away ; yet I believe
the Account is exadly true.
As this puts me upon mentioning my walking
the Streets and Fields, I cannot omit taking notice what a defolate Place the City was at that
;

:

Time: The great

Street

to be one of the

broadeft of

don,

1

mean

I liv'd

in,

which

is

known

the Streets of Lonof the Suburbs as well as the Liber'

I 3

all

ti%%i

M

Il8

ties; all the Side

E

M O

R

I

S

where the Butchers

0/
lived, efpecial-

without the Bars was more like a green Field
than a paved Street, and the People generally went
It is true,
in the middle with the Horfes and Carts
that the tartheft End lowaxds IVhite-Chappel Church,
was not all pav'd, but even the Part that was pav'd
was full of Grafs alfo ; but this need not feem ftrange
fince the great Streets within the City, fuch as Leaden- hall- Street, Eijhopgate' Street J Cornhilly and even the
Exchange it felt, had Grafs growing in them, in feveral Places ; neither Cart or Coach were feen in the
Streets from Morning to Evening, except fome Country Carts to bring Roots and Beans, or Peafe, Hay
and Straw, to the Market, and thofe but very few,
compared to what was ufual As for Coaches they
were fcarce ufed, but to carry fick People to thePeftHoufe, and to other Hofpitals j and fome few to carry
Phyficians to fuch Places as they thought 6t to venture to vifit; for really Coaches were dangerous things,
and People did not Care to venture into them, becaufe
they did not know who might have been carried in
them laft ; and fick infedcd People were, as I have
faidy ordinarily carried in them to the Peft-Houfes,
and fometimes People expired in them as they went
ly

:

:

along.

the Infeftion came to fuch a Height
mentioned, there were very few Phyficians, which car'd to flir abroad to fick Houfes, and
very many of the moft etnincnt of the Faculty were
dead as well as the Surgeons alfo, for now it was indeed a difmal time, and for about a Month together,
not taking any ISlotice of the Bills of Mortality, I believe there did not die lefs than 1500 or 1700 a-I^y,,
one Day with another.
One of the worft Days we had in the whole Tim&y
as I thought, was in the Beginning of Septemher, whea
indeed good People began to think, that God wa^^
yefolved to make a full End of the People in this rni-'.
This was at that Time when the
ferable C.ty.
Plague
It is true,

as I

have

when

now

Plague was
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fully

come

into the Eaftern Parifhes
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Parifh of Algate, if I may give my Opinion buried above
a thoufand a Week for two Weeks, tiio' the Bills did
not fay fo many ; but it furrounded me at fo difmal a
rate, that there was not a Houfe in twenty uninfeded ;
in the Mimries, in Houndfditch^ and in thofe Parts of Al-

about ihtButcher- Row, and the Alleys over aI fay in thofe placesDeath reigned in every
IV/^ite Chapel Parifti was in the fame CondiCorner.
yet
tion, and tho' muc hkfs than the Parifti I liv'd in
bury'd near 600 a Week by the Bills ; and in my Opinion, near twice as many ; whole Families, and indeed,
whole Streets of Familes were fwept away together;

gate Parifii

ganift

me,

;

it was frequent for Neighbours to call
to the Bellman, to go to fuch and fuch Houfes, and
fetch out the People, for that they were all Dead.
And indeed, the Work of removing the dead Bodies by Carts, was now grown fo very odious and
dangerous^ that it was complained of, that the Bearers
did not take Care to clear fuch Houfes, where all the

infomuch, that

Inhabitants were dead j but that fometimes the Bodies
Days unburied, till the neighbouring Families were offended with the Stench, and confequently
infed'd ; and this negledt of the Officers was fuch, that

lay feveral

the

Church Wardens and Conftables were fummon'd to

look after it ; and even the Juftices of the i/Wm, were
obligM to venture their Lives among them, to quicken
and encourage them ; for innumerable of the Bearers
dy'd of the Diftemper, infefted by the Bodies they
wereoblig'd to come fo near ; and had it not been, that

Number of poor People who wanted Employment,
and wantedBread, (as I have faid before,) was fo great,
that Neceffity drove them to undertake any Thing,
and venture any thing, they would never have found
People to be employed ; and then theBodies of the dead
would havelain above Ground, and have perifliedand
jrotted in a dreadful Manner.
But the Magiftrates cannot be enough commended
in this, that they kept fuch good Order for the burythe

1

4

'
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of the Dead, that as faft as any of thofe they employed to carry off, and bury the dead, fell fick or dy*d,
as was many Times the Cafe, they immediately fuppiy'd the places with others ; which by reafonof the
great Number of Poor that was left out of Bulinefs^
This occafion'd, that
as abonjey was not hard to do
notwithftandingthe infinite Number of People which
dy*d, and were iickalmoft all together, yet, they were
always clear*d away, and carry 'd off every Night ;
fo that it was never to be faid of London^ that the
living were notable to bury the Dead.
As the Defolation was greater, during thofe terrible
Times, fo the Amazement of the People encreas'd ;
and a thoufand unaccountable Things they would do
in the violence of their Fright, as others did the fame
in the Agonies of their Diftemper, and this part was
very aff"e<a:ing i fome went roaring, and crying, and
wringing their Hands along the Street ; fome would
go praying, and lifting up their Hands to Heaven, calling upon God tor Mercy. I cannot fay indeed, whether
this was not in their Diftradion j hut be it foy it was
ftill an indication of a more ferious Mind, whe^i they
had the ufe of their Senfes, and was much better, even
as it wasy than the frightful yellings and cryings that
every Day, and efpeciaUy in the Evenings, were heard
in fome Streets. I fuppofe the World has heard of the
famous Soloman Eagle an Enthufiaft He tho' not infeded at all, but in his Head ; went about denouncing
of Judgment upon the City in a frightful manner,- fometimes quite naked, and with a Pan of burning Charcoal
What he faid or pretended, indeed I
on his Head
could not learn.
I will not fay,whether that Clergyman was diftra6ted or not Or whether he did it in pure Zeal for the
poor People who went every Evening thro' the Streets
of White-Chapel ; and with his Hands lifted up, repeated that*Part of the Liturgy of the Church continually ;

irig

:

:

:

:

Spare us good Lord, fpare thy People

id withthj moft precious Bloody

whom

I fay, I

thou haft redeem-

cannot fpeak pofitiveJy

;

the
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Things ; becaufe thefe were only the
difmal Obje<fts which reprefented themfelvesro me as I

tivelyof thefe

look'd thro* my Chamber Windows (for I feldom opened the Cafements) while I confin'd my fclf within
Doors, during that moft violent rageing of the Peftilence ; when indeed, as Ihave faid, many began to
think, and even to fay, that there would noneefcape
and indeed, I began to think fotoo jand therefore kept
within Doors, for about a Fortnight, and never ftirr'd
out But I cou'd not hold it Befides, there were
fomc People, who notwithftanding the Danger, did
not omit publickly to attend the Worfhip of God, even
in the moft dangerous Times ; and tho* it is true,
:

:

that a great

and

many Clergymen

did ihut up their Chur-

People did, for the fafcty of
their Lives ; yet, all did not do fo, fome ventur*d to
officiate, and to keep upthe AlTembliesof the People
by conftant Prayers ; and fometimes Sermons, or
Brief Exhortations to Repentance and Reformation,
and this as long as any would come to hear them ;
and Di(fentcrs did the like alfo, and even in the very
Churches, where the Parifli Minifters were either
Dead or fled, nor was there any Room for making
Difference, at fuch a Time as this was.
It was indeed a lamentable Thing to hear the miferable Lamentations'of poor dying Creatures, calling out
for Minifters to Comfort them, and pray with them, to
Counfel them, and to dired them, calling out to God
for Pardon and Mercy, and confefling aloud their paft
Sins. It would make the ftouteft Heart bleed to hear
how many Warnings were then given by dying Penitents, to others not to put off and delay their Repentance to the Day of Diftrers,that fuch a Time of Calamity as this, was no Time for Repentance; wasno
Time to call upon God. I wifh I could repeat the very
Sound of thofe Groans, and of thofe Exclamations that
I heard from fome poor dying Creatures, when in the
Hight of their Agonies and Diftrefs ; and that I could
make him that read this hear, as I imagine I now hear
them, for the Sound feems ftill to Ring in my Ears.
If
ches,

fled as other

izz
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could but tell this Parr, in fuch moving Accents
as fhould alarm the very Soul of the Reader, I ftiould
rejoice that I recorded thofe Things, however fliortand
If I

imperfedl:.
It pleafed God that I was flill fpar'd, and very
hearty and found in Health, butvery impatient of being pent up within Poors without Air, as I had been
for 14 Days or thereabouts ; and I could not reflrain
my felt", but I would go to carry a Letter for my Brother to the Pofl-Houfe ; then it was indeed, that I

obferv'd a profound Silence in the Streets; when I came
Poft-Houfe, as I went to put in my Letter, I faw a Man Ifand in one Corner of the Yard, and
talking to another at a Window ; and a third had o-

to the

Door belonging to the Office ; In the middle
of the Yard lay a fmali Leather Purfe, with two Keys
hanging at it, and Money in it, but no Body would
meddle with it : I ask'd how long it had lain there ;
the Man at the Window faid, it had lain almoft an
Hour ; but that they had not meddled with it, becaufe
they did not know, but the Perfon who dropt it,
might come back to look for it. I had no fuch need
of Money, nor was the Sum fo big, that I had any Inclination to meddle'with it, or to get the Money at
the hazard it might be^attended with ; fo I feem'd to
go away, when the Man who had open'd the Door, faid,
he would take it up; but fo, that if the right Owner came for it, he ftiouid be fure to have it So he went
in, and fetched a pail of Water, and fetit down hard by
the Purfe; then went again, and fetch'd fomeGun-pow
der, and cafl a good deal of Powder upon the Purfe,
and then made a Train from that which he had
thrown loofe upon the Purfe ; the train reached about
two Yards ; after this he goes in a third Time, and
fetches out a pair of Tongues red hot, and which
he had prepared, I fuppofe on purpofe ; and firft letting Fire to the Train of Powder, that fingM the
But he
Purfe and alfo fmoak*d the Air fufficiently
was not content with that ; but he then takes up
pen'd a

:

:

^

;

P

the
the Purfe with the
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Tongs, holding it fo long till the
the Purfe, and then he fhook the

Tongs burnt thro'
Money out into the Pail of Water, fo he carried
The Money, as I remember, was about thirteen

it in.

Shil-

and fome fraooth Groats, and Brafs Farthings.

lings,

There might perhaps, have been feveral poorPeople,flj I have obfervd akve,tha.t would have been hardy
enough to have ventured for the fake of the Money
but you may eafily fee by what I have obferv'd, that
the few People, who were fpar'd, were very caretul of
themfelves, at that

Time when

the Diftrefs

was

fo

exceeding great.

Much about the fame Time I walk'd out into the
Fields towards Bow ; for I had a great mind to fee
how things were managed in the River, and among
the Ships j and as I had Tome Concern in Shipping, I
had a Notion that it had been one of the beft: Ways
of fecuring ones felf from the Infedion to have retir'd
into a Ship, and mufing how to (uisfy my Curiolity,
in that Point, I turned away over the Fields, from
Bow to Bromley^ and down to Blackwallj to the Stairs,
which are there for landing, or taking Water,
Here I faw a poor Man walking on the Bank, or
Sea-wall, as they call it, by himfelf, I walked a while
at laft I fell
alfo about, feeing the Houfes all ftiut ilp
into Tome Talk, at a Diftance, with this poor Man;
,•

iirft

I

asked him,

how

People did thereabouts ? Alas^
; aU dead or jick: Here are

Sir! fays he, almofl all defolate

very jew Families in this Part^ or in that Village, pointing

at Poplar, where half of them are not dead already^

and the

Then he

pointed to one Houfe, "/here they are
all Mead, fa id he, and the Houfe /lands open; no Body dares
poor 'thief, fays he, 'ventured in to fieal fome'
go into it.
thing, but he paid dear for his Theft ; for he was carried to
the ChurchTard too, lafl Night. Then he pointed to feveral other Houfes. There, fays he, they are all dead the
red fick.

A

',

Man and bis JVf'e, and five

Watchman at the Door ; and fo of oWhy^ fays I, IVkat do you here all alone i

are flout up, you fee a

ther Houfes.

Children. There, fays he, they

M
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Why y(2iys he, J am a poor defolate Man
am not jet vijited, thti* my Family
How do you mean then^
dead.

is,

has pleafedGodI

and one of my Children

faid

my

0^
it

j

that you are not

I,

pointing to a
very
low boarded Houfe, and there my poor Wife
and two Children livCy faid he, if they may be faid to
livef for my Wife and one of the Children are vijited, but
J do not come at them. And with that Word I faw the
Tears run very plentifully down his Facei and fo
they did down mine too, I affure you.
vijited.

IVhy^ fays he,

that^'s

Houfe,

little

;

But faid

I,

Why do you

not come at them ?

How can you

abandon your own Flejhy and Blood? Ohj Sir ! fays he, the
Lord forbid i I do not abandon them I work for them as
much as I am able
and blejfed be the Lord, I keep them
from Want ; and with that I obferv'd, he lifted up
his Eyes to Heaven, with a Countenance that prefently told me,I had happened on a Man that was no Hypocrite, but a ferious, religious good Man, and his
Ejaculation was an Expreffion of Thankfulnefs, that
in fuch a Condition as he was in, he fhould be able
to fay his Family did not want. Well, fays I, honefl Man, that is a great Mercy as things go now with the
Poor : But how do you live then, and how are you kept from
;

;

the dreadful Calamity that

fays he, I

is

now upon

us all ?

am a Waterman, and there's my

Why

Sir,

Boat, fays he,

and the Boat ferves me for a Houfe 1 work in it in the
Day, and 1 Jleep in it in the Night ; and what I get, I lay
down upon that Stone, fays he, (hewing me a broad Stone
on the other Side of the Street, a good way from his
Houfe, and then, fays he, / halloO) and call to them till
J make them hear ; and they come and fetch it.
Well Friend, fays I, but how can you get any Money as a
Waterman ? does any Body go by Water thefe T'imes ? Tes
;

Way I am employed

Sir, fays he, in the
fee there,

the River, a good
fee,

way below

fays he, eight or ten Ships

md at Anchor yonder,
thofe

there does.

Do you
down

fays he, five Ships lie at Anchor, poinring

Ships have

the

Town, and

do you

the Chain,

there^

lie at

pointing above the

Town.

All

Families on boards of their Merchants
f

and

V

the

L
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and Owner Sy and fuch likey who have locked themfehes
up) and live on boardy chfe Jhut /«, for fear of the InfsBiand I tend on them to fetch Things for thenty carry
LetterSy and do what is abfolutely necejfaryy that they may
not be obliged to come on Shore ; and every Night Ifafien
my Boat on board one of the Ship's Boats y and there Ijleep
by myfelfy and bleffed be Gody I am prefervd hitherto.

m

Welly faid

I,

Friend^ but will they

let you

after you
rible

have been on Shore here, when
Placey and fo infeBed as it is ?

Whyy

as

come on board,

this is fuch

a ter-

faid he, / very feldom go tip the Ship
what I bring to their Boat, or lie by the
Side, and they hoift it on board j if I did, I think they are
in no Danger from me^ for I never go into any Houfe on
Shorey or touch any Body, no, not of my own Family ; But
J fetch Proviftonsfor them.
Nayy fays I, but that may beworfe,for you muft have
thofe Provifions of fome Body or other
and fince all this
Part of the 'town is fo infeBedy it is dangerous fo much as
to fpeak with any Body i for this Vtllage, faid I, is as it
werey the Beginning o/'London, tho' it be at fome Difiance
from it.
"That is truBy added he, but you do not underjland me
Right y I do not buy Provifions for them here; I row up
to Greenwich and buy frefh Meat there, and fometimes I
row down the River to Woolwich and buy there then 1
to that,

Sidcy but deliver

-y

;

Farm Houfes on the Kentijh Side, where lam
known, and buy Fowls and Eggs, and Butter y and bring

go to ftngle
to the

other

;

Ships y

as they direEl me, fometimes one, fometimes the

I feldom come on Shore here

and J came now

only

myTVife, and hear how my little Family do, and
give them a little Money y which I receivd laft Night.
Poor Adan ! faid I, and how much haft thou gotten for
to call to

them ?
J have gotten four Shillings y faid he, which is a great
Sumy as things go now with poor Men \ but they have given

me a Bag
fo

of

Br cad too, and a Salt

Fijb

and fome

Flefh

;

all helps out.

Well
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and have you given it them yet ^
Noy hid he, l^ut I have called^ and my IVtfe has anfiveredf that /he cannot come out yety but in Half an Hour
JJje hopes to come^ and I am waiting for her : Poor IVomanl
fays he, floe is brought fadly down /he has a Swellings and
but I fear the Child
it is broke y and I hope /Joe tuil^ recover
Here he ftopr,
will die \ but ic is the Lord
and wept very much.
JVell, faid I,

;

——
;

1

Welly honefi Friendy

fai'd I,

thou ha/i a fure Comforter,

if thou ha/i brought thy felj to be reftgnd to the will of

he

is

God,

dealing with us all in judgment,

Ohy

Sir^

fays he,

it is infinite

Mercy, if any of us are

fpard'y and who am I to repine!
Sayeji thou /o, faid I, and how much

'

lefs is my Faith
Heart fmote me, fuggefting
how muth better this Poor Man's Foundation was,
on which he ftaid in the Danger, than mine; that
he had no where to fly j that he had a Family to bind
him to Attendance, which I had not^ and mine was
meer Prefumption, his a true Dependance,and a Courage refting on God and yet, that he ufed all poflible Caution for his Safety.
I turn'd a little way from the Man, while thefe
Thoughts engaged me, for indeed, I could no more
refrain from Tears than be.
At length, after fome farther Talk, the poor Woman opened the Door, and call 'd, Robert, Robert ; he
anfwered and bid her flay' a few Moments, and he

than thine

?

And

here

my

:

would come ; io he ran down the common Stairs to
his Boat, and fetched up a Sack in which was theProviiions he had brought from the Ships ; and when he
returned, he hallooed again ; then he went to the great
Stone which he ftiewed me, and emptied the Sack,

Thing by themfelves, and then
Wife came with a little Boy ta
fetch them away j and he calld, and faid, fuch a
Captain had fent fuch a Thing, and fuch a Captain
fuch a Thing, and at the End adds, God has fent it all,
and

laid

retired

,*

all

out, every

and

his

giue
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Thanh to him. When the Poor Woman had taken
up all, (he was fo weak, flie could not carry it at once

give

in, tho' the

Weight

-was not

which was
watch it till

much

neither

i

fo flie left

the

Bag, and lett a litde
again.
Well, but fays I to him, did you leave her the jour

Bifcuit

Boy

to

Shillings too,

YE S, TE
calls again,

Name,

a

in

little

came

fiie

whichyou /aid was your Week's Pay
fays he, you Jhall hear her own it.
Rachel, Rachel,

which

did you take up the Money

?

it

feems

YES, faid

?

So he

was
fhe.

her
Hovj

much was it,

faid he ? Four Shillings and a Groat, fa«.d
Well, well, fays he, the Lord keep you all
and fo
he turned to go away.
As I could not refrain contributing Tears to this
Man's Story, fo neither could I refrain my Charity
fhe.

for his Afllftance
faid I, come hither

J may venture

thee

,

;

;

fo

jor

I

him, Hark

call'd

I believe

fo I puJl'd

thee Friend,

thou art in Health, that

out

my Hand, which was

my

Pocket before, here, fays I, go and call thy Rachel once more, and give her a little more Comfort from me.
God will never jorfake a Family that truft in him as thou
dofi ; io I gave him four other Shillings, and bad
him go lay them on the Stone and call his Wife.
I have not Words to exprefs the poor Man's thankbut by
fulnefs, neither could he exprefs it himfelf;
Tears running down his Face he call'd his Wife, and
told her God had mov'd the Heart of a Stranger upon
in

,*

hearing their Condition, to give them all that Money;
and a great deal more fueh as that, he faid to her. The
Woman too, made Signs of the like Thankfulnefs, as
well to Heaven, as to me, and joyfully pick'd it up
and I parted with no Money all that Year, that
thought better beftow'd.

;

I

I then ask'd the poor Man if the Diftemper had
not reach*d to Greenwich He faid it had not, till about
a Fortnight before ; but that then he feared it had ;
but that it was only at that End of the Town, which
lay South towards Deptford-BvidgQ; that he went ons

:

ly

tea Butchers- Shop, and

a Grocers, where he generally

Il8
rally

was

M

,
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bought fuch Things as they

S
fent

him for; but

very careful.

I ask'd

people

him

then,

who had

how

it

came to

fo Ihut themfelves

pafs, that thofe

up

in

the Ships,

of all things neceflary? He faid fome of them had, but on the other
Hand, fomcdid not come on board till they were frighted into it, and till it was too dangerous for them to
go to the proper People^ to lay in Quantities of Things,
and that he waited on two Ships which he (hewed
me, that had lay'd in little or nothing but Bifcuit
Bread, and Ship Beer ; and that he had bought every
Thing elfe almoft for them. I ask'dhim, if there
was any more Ships that had feparated themfelves,

had not

as thofe

laid in fufficient Scores

had

done.

He

told

me yes,

ail

the

way up

from the Point, right againft Greenwich, to within the
Shore olLime houfe and Redriff, all the Ships that could
have Room, rid two and two in the middle of the
Stream ; and that fome oi them had feveral Families
on Board, I ask'd him, if the Diftemper had not reached them ? He faid he believ'd it had not, except two
or three Ships, whofe People had not been fo watchful, to keep the Seamen from going on Shore as others
had been and he faid it was a very fine Sight to fee how
;

the Ships lay up the Pool.
When he faid he was going over to Greenwich, as
foon as the Tide began to come in. I ask'd if he
would let me go with him, and bring me back, for
that, I had a great mind to fee how the Ships were

me ? He told me if I would afhim on the Word of a Chriftian, and of an honeft
Man, that I had not the Diftemper, he would I
ranged as he had told

fure

:

him, that I had not, that it had pleafed God
to preferve me. That I liv'd in White-Chapel, but was
too Impatient of being fo long within Doors, and that
I had ventured out fo far for the Refreftiraent of a little
Air i but that none in my Houfe had fo much as been
touch't with it.
alTur'd

Well

the
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Well, Sir, fayshcj as your Charity has been mov'd

to pity

me and my poor Family

;

fure

you cannoE

put your felt into my
Boat if you were not Sound in Health, which would
be nothing lefs than killing me, and ruining my whole
Family. The poor Man troubled mefo much, when he
fpoke of his Family with fuch a fenfible Concerni
and in fuch an affedionate Manner, that I cou'd not
1 told him, I
fatisfy my felf at firft to go at alK
would lay afide my Curiofity, rather than make hirti
uneafy ; tho' I was fure, and very thankful for it,
that I had no more Diftemper upon me, than the
IVel^y he would not have
frefticft Man in the World
me put it off neither, but to le^ me fee how confident
he was, that I was juft to him, he now importuned me to go i fo when the Tide came up to hisi
Boat, I went in, and he carry'd me to Greenwich:
While he bought the Things which he had in hi^
Charge to buy, I walk'd up to the Top of the Hill,
under which the Town ftands, and on the Eaft-Side
But
of the Town, to get a Profped of the River
it was a furprifing Sight to fee the Number of Shipl

have

(0 little pity left, as

to

:

:

which lay in Rows, two and two, and fome Places,
two or three fuch Lines in the Breadth of the River^
and this not only up quite to the Town, between the
Houfes which we call Ratclif a,nd Redriffy which they
name the Foot, but even down the whole River, as
far as the Head of Long-Reach^ which is as far as the
Hills give us Leave to fee it.

.

I cannot guefs at the Number of Ships, but I think
there muft be feveral Hundreds of Sail i and I could
not but applaud the Contrivance^, for ten thoufand

people, and more,

who

attended Ship Affairs, were

certainly fheltered here from the Violence of the

Con-

tagion, and liv*d very fafe and very eafy.
I returned to my own Dweiling very well fatisfied

with my Days Journey, and particularly with the
poor Man ; alfo I rejoyced to fee that fuch little San"
€iuaries were provided for fo many Families,in a Time

)
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of fuch Defolation. I obferv'd alfo, that as the Violence of the Plague had encreafed, fo the Ships which
had Families on Board, removed and went farther
off", till, as I was told, fome went quite away to Sea,
and put into fuch Harbours, and fafe Roads on the
North Coaft, as they could bcft come at.
Bat it was alfo true, that all the People, who thus
left the Land, and liv'd on Board the Ships, were not
entirely fafe from the Infedion, for many died, and
were thrown over- board into the River, fome in Coh
fins, and fome, as I heard, without Coffins, whofe
Bodies were feen fometimes to drive up and down,

with the Tide

in the River.

may venture to fay, that inthofe
Ships which were thus infeded, it either happened
where the People had recourfe to them loo late, and
did not fly to the Ship till they had (layed too long
en Shore, and had the Difiemper upon them, tho*^
perhaps, they might not perceive it, and fo the
Diftempcrdid not come to them, on Board the Ships,
but they really carried it with them;
it
was
in thefe Ships, where the poor Waterman faid they
Time
to furnish themfelves with Provihad not had
fions, but were obliged to fend often on Shore to
buy what they had Occaiion for, or fufFered Boats
to come to them from the Shore ; and fo the Difiemper was brought infenlibly among them.
And here I cannot but take notice that the ftrange
Temper of the People of London at that Time contritributed extremely to their own Deflrudion.
The
Plague began, as I have obferved, at the other End
of the Town, namely, in Long-Acre, Drury-Lane, &c.
and came on towards the City very gradually and
flowly. It was felt at firft in December, then again in
February, then again in April, and always but a very
little at a Time ; then it fiopt till May, and even the
laft Week in May, there was but 17, and all at that
End of the Town j and all this while, even fo long,
as till there died above 3000 a- Week i ytt had the
But

I

believe, I

OR

People

^

the
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People in Redriff^ and in IVapptng, and Katcliff on
both SidQS the River, and almoft all Southu^ark-Sid^,
a mighty Fancy, that they fliould not be vifited, or
at leaft, that it would not be fo violent among themo
Some People fancied, the fmell of the Pitch and Tar,
and fuch other things, as Oif^nd Rofin, and Brimftone, which is fo much yfed by all Trades relating
to Shipping, would prefefve them. Others argued
it, becanfe it was in its extreameft Violence in JVejimmjlerj atad the Pariflies of Sr. Giles's and St. Andrew Sy &c. and began to abate again, before it came
among them, which was true indeed, in Part For
:

Example.

From the
St.

8 th to the

Giles's ml

the Fields

1^42

Cripplegate

885

From

1 5

th of Auguft,

'

'^welS

Stepney
St.

Mag. BermoKdfey

Rotherhith

24 >
3

—

^

the 15 th to the 2 2d o( Augufi.

Stepney
in\^
273
St. Mag. Bemondjey
the Fields J
36?
—
2\
Cripplegate
847 Rotherhith
St. Giles's

Total thil

^eek.
^

j

wasobferv'd the Numbers mention'd
were generally all on that
Side where Stepney Parifli joined to Shoreditch, which
where
the Parilh of Stepney
we now call Spittk-fields,
comes up to the very Wall of Shoreditch Church- Yard,
and the Plague at this Time was abated at St. Giles's
in the Fields, and raged moft violently in Cripplegate^
Bijhopfgate and Shoreditch Parifhes, but there was not
10 People a- Week that died of It in all that Part of
Stepney Parifli, which takes in Lime-Houfe^ Ratclifhigh ijuay, and which are now the Pariflies of
and Wapping, even to St. Katherines by the Tower,
but
till after the whole Month of Augufl wzs expired
they paid for ii-afterwardi, as I fliail obfcfve by and by.
This, I fay, made the People of Redrif ^x\d Wapping, Ratcliff und Lime-Hmje fo fecure, and flatLcr themfdtes
jEi 2

N. B. That

it

in Stepney Parifh, at that time,

;
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much with

the Plague's going off, without
reaching them, that they took no Care, either to By
into the Country, or (hut themfelves up ; nay, fo
far were they From itirring, that they rather received
their Friends and Relations from the City into their
felves fo

Houfes

./

and feveral from other Places

really

took

Part of the Town, as a Place of
Safety, and as a Place which they thought God
would pafs over and not vifit as the reft was vifited.
And this was the Reafon, that when it came upon them they were more furprized, more unprovided

Sanftuary

in that

and more

at a Lofs what to do than they were in
other Places, for when it came among them really,,
and with Violence, as it did indeed, in September and
OBober, there was then no ftirring out into the Country, no Body would fuffer a Stranger to come near
them, no nor near thg Towns where they dwelt j and
as I have been told, feveral that wandred into the
Country on Surry Side were found ftarv'd to Death in
the Woods and Commons, that Country being more
open and more woody, than any other Part fo near
London efpecially about Norwood, and the Pariihes of
CambevweUy DullegSj and Ltifum^ where it feems no Body durft relieve the poor diftrefsM People for fear of
;

the Infeftion-.

This Notion having,

as I faid, prevailed v^rith the
Part of the Town, was in Part the Occafion, as 1faid before, that they had Recourfe to Ships
for their Retreat ; and where they did this early, and

People

in that

v/ith Prudence,

furnifhing themfelves fo with Provithey had no need to go on Shore for Supplies, or fiiier Boats tocome»on Board to bring them j
1 fay where they did fo they had certainly the fafcft Retreat of any People whatfoever:
But the Dillrefs was fuch,
that People ran on Board in theic
Fright without Bread to eat, and fome into Ships,
that had no Men on Board to remove them farther
off, or to take the Boat and go down the River to
iions, that

huy

Provilioiis

where

it

might; be

done

fafely r

and

;

the
tlicfe

f
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were infeded on board as

often fuffered, and

much as on Shore.
As the richer Sort

got into Ship?, fo the lower Rank
got into Hoys, Smacks, Lighters, and Fifhing boats ;
and many, efpecially VVatermen, hty in their Boats
but thofe made fad Work oF it, efpecially the latter,
for going about for Provifion, and perhaps to get their
Subiiftence, the Infedion got in among them and made
a fearful Havock ; many of the Watermen died alone
in their Wherries, as they rid at their Roads, as well

above-Bridge as below, and were not found fometimes
till they were not in Condition for any Body to touch
or come near them.
Indeed the Diftrefs of the People at this Sea-faring
End of the Town was very depiorablej and deferved
this was a
But alas
the greateft Commiferation
1

:

every one's private Safety lay fo near
them, that they had no Room to pity the Diftrefl'es
of others i for every one had Death, as ic were, at his
Door, and many even in their Families, and knew not
a

Time when

what

to do, or whither to

fly.

felf Pretook away all Compaffion
fervation indeed appear'd here to be thefirftLaw.
For the Children ran away from their Parents, as
And in fome
they lauguifhed in the utmoft Diftrefs
Places, tho' not fo frequent as the other. Parents did
the like to their Children ; nay, fome dreadful Examples there were, and particularly two in one Week
ot diftreifed Mothers, raveing and diftrafted, killing
their own Children i one wheieot was not far oif from
where I dwelt j the poor lunatick Creature not living herfelf long enough to be fenfible of the Sin of
what ftie had done, muchlefsto be punifli'd for it.
It is not indeed to be wondred at, for the Danger of
immediate Death to ourfelves, took away all Bowel??
of Love, all Concern for one another 1 fpeak in general, for there were many Inftances of immovable
Aflfedion, Pity, and Duty in many, and fome that

This,

I

fay,

:

:

that is to fay, by here-fay t
came to my Knowledg
For I (hall not uke upon me to vouch theTruth of
;

the Particulars.

K-

3
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To

introduce one,

me

of

mention, tliat one
of the moil deplorable Cafes, in all the preSfent Calamity, was, that of Women with Child i who when
they came to the Hour of their Sorrows, and their
Pains came upon them, cou'd neither have help of one
Kind or another; neither Midwife or Neigbouring
Women to come near them ; raoft of the Midwives
were dead ; efpecially, of fuch as ferv'd the poor ;
and many, if not all the Midwives of Note were fled
jnto the Country : So that it was next to impoffible
for a poorWoman that cou'd not pay an immoderate
Price to get any Midwife to come to her, and if they
did, thofe they cou'd get were generally unskilful
and ignorant Creatures ; and the Confequence of
this was, that a moft unufual and incredible Number
pf Women were reduc'd to the utmoft diflrefs. Some
let

firft

by the raflinefs and ignopretended to lay them. Children
without Number, were, I might fay murthered by
the fame, but a more juftifiable ignorance, pretending
they would fave the Mother, whatever became of
the Child; and many Times, both Mother and Child

were

deliver'd

rance of thofe

and

fpoil'd

who

loft in the fame Manner ; and efpecially, where
Mother had the Difiemper, there no Body would
pome near them, and both fomecimes perifh'd Sometimes the Mother has died of the Plague
and the

were
the

:

;

Infant,

it

may

be half born, or born but not parted

from the Mother. Some died in the very Pains of
theij: Travel, and not deliver'd at all
and fo many
were the Cafes o^ this Kind, that it is hard to Judge
;

pi them.
it will appear in the unufual Numr
which are put into the Weekly Bills (tho* I am
trom allowing them to be able to give any Thing
^ full Account) under the Articles of

Something of
|)er$
jFar

Take

:1

the

Take
violent,
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which the Plague was moft
and compare them with the Weeks before the

Weeks

the

in

Child bed
to 17

to 24
to 31
{ 'Jan. 3 1

to F^^. 7
to 14

to 21
to 28
Ff^.

—
—
—
—
—
—
—

7

p

5

2

48

.J

/^«/T

I

tc\ Sfiht.

C

to 12
to ip

to 2d
I

to OElob. 3

—

3

2

—
— 24

—
—
—
— 40
- 38
— 39
— 42
— 42
— 14
25
23
28

2pi

2

—
—

6

.

6

—

3
3

7 to March 7

to I >
to 22
to 2p

—

8

—
—
—
—
—
—

—

2
I

— i3
11
— 15
—
— p8
—
— 13
—
— 10
10
— 100
II

'

~~"

6
4
6
2

23
5

—
—
—^
—
—
—
—

1

8

4
X v#

II

00
17
10

4

-

—

.

Co

the Difparity of thefe Numbers, is to be confidered and allowed for, that according to our ufual
Opinion, who were then upon the Spot, there were

To

not one third of the People in the Town, during the
Months of Auguji and September, as were in theMonths
of January and February : In a Word, the ufual Number that ufed to die of thefe three Articles ; and as
before, was thus
I hear, did die of them the Year
child-bed.

— — 189

"^^^^l Abortivs SLXiAStil-bom. 4^8

^ChUd'bed.

625

^ \ Abort, ^ Sttl-bcm. ^17
This
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This inequallity, I fay, is exceedingly augmented,
when the Numbers of People are confidered I pretend not to make any' exact Calculation of the Numbers of People, which were at this Time in the City ;
but I (hall make a probable Conjedure at that part
:

What I have faid now, is to explain the
of thofe poor Creatures above ; fo that it might
well be faid as in the Scripture.
l^Vo ! be to thofe who
are with Child; and to thofe which give fuck in that Day..
by and by

:

ipifery

it was a Wo to them in particular.
was not converfant in many particular Families
where thefe things happpn'd but the Qut-cries of
the miferable, were heard afar off. As to thofe who
were with Child, we have ieen fome Calculation
made ipi Women dead in Child bed in nine Weeks j
put of one third Part of the Number, of whom there
iilually dy'd in that Time, but 48 of the fame Difafter. Let the Reader calculate the Proportion.
There is no Room to doubt, but theMifery of thofe

t^or indt^ed,

I

;

that gave Suck, was in Proportion as great.
Our
Bills of Mortality cou'd give but little Light in this ;
yet, fome it did, there were feveral more than ufual

But this was nothing The Mifery
was, where they were {ifi) ftarved for want of a
Nurfe, the Mother dying, and allthe Family and the
infants found dead by them, meerly for want j and
It lmayfpeak my Opinion, I do believe, that many
hundreds of Poor helplefs Infants perifii'd in this manfiarv'd at Nurfe,

:

Not ftarved (but poifonM) by the Nurfe,
even where the Mother has been Nurfe, and
having receiv'd the Infedion, has poifon'd, that is,
infefted the Infant with her Milk,
even before they
|?new they were infeded themfelves ; nay, and the Infant has dy'd in fuch a Cafe before the Mother. I cannot fcjut remember to leave this Admonition upon Ref:ord, if ever fuch another dreadful Vifitation ftiould
|]|ppen in this City that all Women that are withChild
pi Klui give Suck fliould be gone^ if they have any poner, (idly)

Nay

j

the
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Means out of the Place becaufe their Mifery
if infeded, will fo much exceed all other Peoples.
lible

;

I could tell here difraal Stories of living Infants being found fucking the Breads of their Mothers, or
Nurfes, after they have been dead of the Plague. Of

a Mother, in the Parifh where I liv'd, who having a
Child that was not well, fent for an Apothecary to
View the Child, and when he came, as the Relation
goes, was giving the Child fuck at her Bread, and
to all Appearance, was her felf very well : But when
the Apothecary came clofe to her, he faw the Tokens upon that Breaft, with which ihe was fuckling

He was furpriz'd enough to be fure >
the Child.
but not willing to fright the poor Woman too much,
he defired Ihe would give the Child into his Hand;
fo he takes the Child, and going to a Cradle in the

Room

and opening its Cloths, found the
too, and both dy'd before he
cou'd get Home, to fend a preventative Medicine to
the Father of the Child, to whom he had told their
Condition
whether the Child infeded the NurfeMother, or the Mother the Child was not certain,
lays it in,

Tokens upon the Child

;

lafl the moft likely.
Likewife of a Child brought Home to the Parents
from a Nurfe that had dy'd of the Plague ; yet, the
tender Mother would not refufe to take in her Child,
and lay'd it in her Bofom, by which Oie was infeded,
and dy'd with the Child in her Arms dead alfo.

but the

would make the hardeft Heart move

at the In-

flances that were frequently found of tender

Mothers,

It

tending and watching with their dear Children, and
even dying before them , and fometimes taking the
Diftemper from them, and dying when the Child, for
whom the affedionate Heart had been facrified, has
got over it and efcap'd.
The like of a Tradefman in Eafl- Smith-field, whofe
Wife was big with Child of her firft Child, and fell
in Labour,, having the Plague upon her : He cou'd
neither get Midwife to ^ffift her, or Nurfe to tend

her

i
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her
her»

;

R

I

S

which he kept fled both from
ran from Houfe to Houfe like one diftrad-

and two

He

Servants

ed, but cou'd get no help

was, that a Watchman

Houfe (hut up,

j

who

the utmoft he could get

attended at an infefted

prorais'd to fend a Nurl^Nin the

Morn-

ing: The poor Man with his Heart broke, went
back, aflifted his Wife what he cou'd, a^led the part
of the Midwife ; brought the Child dead into the
World-, and his Wife in about an Hour dy'd in his
Arms, where he held her dead Body faft till the
Morning, when the Watchman came and brought the
>i urfe as he had promifed ; and coming up the Stairs,
for he had left the Door open, or only latched
They found the Man fitting with his dead Wife in
his Arms ; and fo overwhelmed with Grief, that he
dyM in a few Hours after, without any Sign of the
Infe<^lion upon him, but meerly funk under the Weight
:

of his Grief.
I have heard alfo of fome, who on the Death of
their Relations, have grown ftupid with the infupportable Sorrow, and ot one in particular, who was
fo abfolutely overcome with the PrelTure upon his Spirits, that by Degrees, his Head funk into his Body,
fo

between

his Shoulders, that the

Crown

of his

Head

Bones of his Shoulders;
and by Degrees, lofeing both Voice and Senfe, his

was very

little

feen above the

Face looking forward, lay againft his Collar-Bone,
and cou'd not be kept up any otherwife, unlefs held
up by the Hands of other People and the poor Man
never came to himfelf again, but languilhed near a
Year in that Condition and died Nor was he ever
once feen to lift up his Eyes, or to look upon any
;

:

particular Objecl.
I cannot undertake to give any other than a Summary of fuch Paffages as thefe, becaufe it was not pofible to come at the Particulars, where fometimes
the whole Families, where fuch Things happen'd,
But there were
were carryM off by the Diftemper
innumerable Cafes of this Kind> which prefented to
:

the

P
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the Eye, and the Ear; even in palTing along the Streets
as I have hinted above, nor is it eafy to give any
Story of this, or that Family, which there was not
divers parallel Stories to met with of the fame Kind.

j>

But as I ani now talking of the Time, when tiie
Plague rag'd at the Eafter-moft Part of the Town ;
how for a long Time the People of thofe Parts
had flattered themfelves that they fhould efcape ; and
how they were furprized, when it came upon themi
as it did ; for indeed, it came upon them like an armed Man, when it did come, I fay, this brings me
back to the three poor Men, who wandered from
W^ppi^gi not knowing whether to go, or what to do,
and who I mentioned before; one a Bifcuit- Baker, one
a Sail- Maker, and the other a Joiner all o^iVapping,
or thereabouts.'
The Sleepinefs and Security of that Part as I have
obferv*d, was fuch ; that they not only did not Ihift
for themfelves as others did ; but they boafied of bein g fafe, and of Safety being with them ; and many
People fled out of the City, and out of the infeded Suburbs, to flapping, Ratdiffy Lime houfey Poplar, and
fuch Places, as to Places of Security and it is not at
all unlikely, that their doing this, help'd to bring
the Plague that way fafter, than it might otherwife
have come. For tho* I am much for Peoples flying
away and emptying fuch a Town as this, upon
the firft Appearance of a like Vifltation, and that
Retreat, fiiould
all People that have any poflible
make ufe of it in Time, and begone yet, I muft fay,
;

;

j

when

all

that will

mufl: fland

it,

fly

left

and

where they

are,

are gone, thofe that are

ihould ftand

fi;ock

ftill

and not iliift from one End of the Town, or one Part
of the Town to the other ; for that is the Bane and
Mifchief of the whole, and they carry the Plague
from Houfe to Houfe in their very Clothes.
Wherefore, were we ordered to kill all the Dogs
and Cats : But becaufe as they were domellick Animals,

;
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mals, and arc apt to run from Houfe to Houfe, and
from Street to Street, fo they are capable of carrying the Effluvia or Infeftious Steams of Bodies infc6ted, even in their Furrs and Hair and therefore^ it
was that in the beginning of the Infedion, an Order
was publiihed by the Lord Mayor, and by the Magiftrates, according to the Advice of the Phyficians
that all the Dogs and Cats fiiould be imediately killed, and an Officer was appointed for the Execution.
•

,•

It is incredible, if their Account is to be depended
upon, what a prodigious Number ot thofe Creatures
were deftroy'd I think they talk'd of forty thoufand
Dogs, and five times as many Cats, few Houfes being without a Gat, and forae having feveral, andforaetimes five or fix in a Houfe. All poifible Endeavours
were us'd alfo to deftroy the Mice and Rats, efpecially the latter; by laying Rats- Bane, and other
:

Poifons for them, and a prodigious multitude of them

were

alfo deff roy*d.

upon the unprovided Condition,
that the whole Body of the People were in at the
firfl coming of this Calamity upon them, and how
It was for Want of timely entring into Meafures, and
Managements, as well publick as private, that all
the Confufions that followed were brought upon us ;
and that fuch a prodigious Number of People funk
in that Difafter, which if proper Steps had been
taken, might, Providence concurring, have been avoided, and which, if Poflerity think fit, they may
I often refleded

take a Caution, and Warning from But I fliall come
to this Part again.
I come back to my three Men : Their Story has a

Moral

in

every Part of

and chat of fome
for

all

poor

who

Men to

it,

and

their

whole Condud,

they join'd with,

follow, or

Women

is

a Patern

either, if ever

again ; and if there was no other
1 thing this a very jufl one, whether my Account be exactly according to Fad or no.
Two of them are faid to be Brothers, the one an
old Soldier, but now a Bifcuit Baker j the other a

fuch a

Time comes

]End in recording

it,

lame

P
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lame Sailor, but now a Sail- Maker j the Third a
Says John the Bifcuit Baker, one Day to
Joiner.
'Thomas his Brother, the Sail-maker, Brother Tom,
what will become of us i 7he Plague grows hot in the City,
and encreajes this way : What jhall we do?
truly y iays T'homas^ I am at a great Lofs what to doy
for I find, if it comes
out of

my

Lodging

:

down

into

And

Wapping,

I Jhall

k turnd

thus they began £0 talk of

it

beforehand.

John, Turnd out of your Lodging, Tom!
J don't know who will take you in ; for People are fo afraid
anywhere,
of one another now, there"s no getting a Lodging
Tho. Why ? The People where I lodge are good civil
if you are,

People, and have Kindnefs enough for me too ; but they
will be danfay 1 go abroad every Day to my Work, and it
gerous ; and they talk of locking themfelves uf, and letting
*
no Body come near them^

John, Why,

if they re-

they are in the right to be fare,

venture flaying in Town.
Tho. Nay J I might e'en refolve

fohe

to

to

flay within

Doors

a Suit of Satis that my Mafter has in Hand^
which I am jufi a finifhing, lam Uke to get no more
WorkWork a great while ; there's no Trade fiirs now

too, for, except

md

men and Servants are tmned
be glad

to

be locked

up

too

:

off every where,

But I do

fothat I might

not fee they

will be

willing to confent to that, any more than to the other.

and what
ivhat wiU you do then Brother
I am almofl as bad as you ; the People where
is
I lodge are all gone into the Country but a Maid, and floe
to go next Week, and to fhut the Houfe quite up, fo that I
you, and 1
floallbe turnd a drift to the wide World before
am refolved to go away too, if I knew but where to go.
Tho. U'e were both dijiraBed we did not go away at
John,
fhallldo

\

Why,

<*

? for

then we might ha travelled any where there's no ftirnow ; we floall be flarvd if we pretend to go out of
T'own; they wont let us have Vifluals, no, not for our
Money, nor let us come into {he Towns, much lefs into their

firfl,

ring
\

Houfes.

!

\

John,

i
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And that which is

of

I have but tittte
my felf with neither
Tho. As to that we might make floift j I have a little,
but I tell you there'' no ftirring on the Road.
tho not much
J know a Couple of poor honejl- Men ia our Street have attempted to travel, and at Barnet, or Whecllon, or there
Johns

Money

almoft as badj

to help

-

;

about, the People clj-ered to fire at them ij they pretended to
: fo they are come back again quite difcouragd.

go forward

John
tJoere

;

1 would have ventured their Fire, if 1 had been
I had been denied Food for my Mm^y they fhould

J

I]

ha' feen

me

take

dred Money for

before their Faces

it

it,

they could not

;

and

ij

I had

ten-

have taken any Courfe with

me by Law.
Tho. You talk your old Soldier s Language, as if you
were in the Low-Countris nozUj but this is a ferious thing.
I'he People have good Reafn to keep any 'Body off, that
they are not fatisfed are found, at

and we mufl

not

fuch a Time as

this

j

plunder them.

No Brother^ jou mijlake the Cafe, and mifiaki
J vjculd plunder no Body j but for any Town upon
the Road to deny ?ne Leave to pafs thro the Town in the
open High-Way, and deny me Provifions for my Money, is
John,

me

to

too,

fay the

Town

has a Bught

to

fiarve

me

to

Deaths which

cannot be true,

Tho. But they do not deny you Liberty to go back again
from whence you came, and therefore they do not fiarve you,
John, But the, next Town behind me will by the fame
Rule deny me leave to go back, and fo they do fiarve me
between them
ling wherever

befides there is no

I will on

Tho. But there
with them at every
poor

Men to

do

it,

the

will be

Town

Law to prohibit my travel-

Road.
fo

much

Difficulty in difputing

on the Road, that

or to undertake

it

at fuch

it

is

not for

a Time as

this

is efpecially.

John,

Why

Brother ?

than any Bodies
here

If

;

I am

we fby

elje

;

Our Condition at this Rate is worfe
we can neither go away nor flay

for

Mind with the Lepers o/Saraaria,
here vvc are fure to die ; / mean efpeciaFiy,

of the fame

as you and I are flated, without a Dwelling- Houfe of our

I
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and without Lodging

fuch a 'Time as this

tying in the Street at

go into the

here
die

:

Dead Cart

14J

in any Bodies elfe

i

there is no

lue had as good
Ifay, if we ilay
we go away we can buC
;

at once: Therefore

we are fure to die, and
1 am refoh'd to begone.

if

Tho. Tou will go away : Whither will you go ? and
what can you do ? 1 would as willingly go away as you, if
I knew whither : But we have no Acquaintance, no Friends,
Here we were born, and here we mufi die,
John, Look you

Tom,

the whole

Kingdom

is

my Nd'

Town, Tou may as well fay, I
mufi not go out of my Houfe if it is on Fire, as that 1 mufi
not go out of the Town I was born in, when it is infeEied
with the Plague. I was born in England, and have a
Right to live in it if I can.
Tho. But you know every vagrant Perfon may by the
Laws of England, be taken up, and pafs'd back to their

tive Country as well as this

lafl legal Settlement.

John, But how fhall they make me vagrant
to

travel on, upon

Tho. What

Idefire only

lawful Occafions.
lawful Occafims can we pretend

wander upon,

vel, or rather

j

my

they will not be

to

tra-

put off with

Words.
John, Isnot flying
cafion!

and do

to

fave our Lives, a Lawful Ocknow that the FaEl is true :

We

they not all

cannot be faid to diffemble.

Whither fhall we go ?
is Time enough
to confider that when we are got out of this Town,
If I am
once out of this dreadful Tlace I care not where I go.
Tho. We fhall be driven to great Extremities. I know
not what to think of it.
John, Well Tom, confider of it a little.

Tho. But fuppofe

they let us pafs.

John, Any where

to fave

our Lives : It

This was about the Beginning of July, and tho*
the Plague was come forward in the Weft and North
Parts of the Town, yet all Wapping, as I have oband Redriff, and Ratcliff, and Limeand Poplar^ in &orc, Deptjvrd and Greemvich,

ferved before,
Houfe,

all
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both Sides of the River from the the Hevmitagei
and from over againft it, quite down to BlackwaUy
was intirely free, there had not one Perfoa died of
the Plague in all Stepney Parifh, and not one on the
South Side of IVhite Chappel Pioad, no, not in any
Pariili
and yet the V cekly Bill was that very Week
all

;

rifen

up to 1006.

It was a Fortnight after this, before the the two
Brothers met again, and then the Cafe was a little
altered, and the Plague was exceedingly advanced,
and the ISfumber greatly encreafed, the Bill was up
at 2785, and prodigioufly encreafing, tho' ftill both
Sides of the River, as below, kept pretty well
But
fome began to die in Redriff, and about five or fix
:

in Rate lif- High' TVajy

when

the Sail

Maker came

to his Brother 'John, exprefs, and in fome Fright,
for he was abfolutely warn'd out of his Lodgingj
and had only a Week to provide himfelf. His Brother John was in as bad a Cafe! for he was quite out,
and'^had only beg'd Leave of his Mafter the Bifcuit
Baker to lodge in an Out-Houfe belonging to his
Work-houfe, w^here he only lay upon Straw, with
fome Bifcuit Sacks, or Bread-Sacks, as they call'd
them, laid upon it, and fome of the fame Sacks to
cover him.
Here they refolved, feeing all Employment being
at an End, and no Work, or Wages to he had, they
would make the beft of their Way to get out of the
Reach of the dreadful Infedion ; and being as
good Husbands as they could, would endeavour to
live upon what they had as long as it would laft,
and then work for more, if they could get Work any
where, of any Kind, let it be what it would.
While they were confidering to put this Refolution in Pradice, in the beft Manner they could,
the third Man, who was acquainted very well with
the Sail Maker, came to know of the Defign, and
got Leave to be one of the Number, and thus they
prepared to fet out.

the
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happened that they had not an equal (hare of
Money, but as the Sail-maker, who had the beft
Stock, was befides his being Lame, the moft unfit
to exped to get any thing by Working in the Country, fo he was content that what Money they had
fhould all go into one publick Stock, on Condition,
that whatever any one of them could gain more than
another, it fhould, without any grudging, be all added to the fame publick Stock.
They refolv'd to load themfelves with as little
It

Baggage

as polTible, becaufe they refolv'd at

firft

to

and to go a great way, that they
might, if poflible, be effedually Safe ; and a great
many Confultations they had with themfelves, before
they could agree about what Way they fhould travel, which they were fo far from adjufting, that even
to the Morning they fet out, they were not rcfolv^d
travel

on

on Foot

it.

At laft
it

;

;

the

Seaman put in a Hint that determined
Weather is very hot, and there-

Firft, fays he, the

am for travelling North, that we may not
have the Sun upon our Faces and beating on our
Breafts, which will heat and fufFocate us ; and I have
been told, fays he, that it is not good to over-heat
our Blood at a Time when, for ought we know, the
fore I

Infedion

may be

in the very Air. In the next Place,

going the Way that may be conWind as it may blow when we fet our,
that we may not have the Wind blow the Air of the
City on our Backs as we go.Thefe two Cautions were
fays he, I

am

for

trary to the

approved of

;

Wind might

could be brought fo to hit, that the
not be in the South when they fet out

if it

go North.
John the Baker, who had been a Soldier, then put
in his Opinion
Firft, fays he, we none of us expect to get any Lodging on the Road, and it will
be a little too hard to lie juft in the open
Air J tho* it be warm Weather, yet it may be wet,
L
and
to

;

;

M
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double Reafon to
take care of our Healths at fuch a time as this
and therefore, fays he, you, Brother Tom. that are
a Sail-maker, might eafily make us a little Tent,
and I will undertake to fet it up every Night, and
take it down, and a Fig for all the Inns in England ;
if we have a good Tent over our Heads, we ftiall do
"well enough.
The Joyner oppos'd this, and told them, let them
leave that to him, he would undertake to build them
a Houfe every Night with his Hatchet and Mallet,
tho' he had no other Tools, which fhould be fully to
their fatisfadion, and as good as a Tent,
The Soldier and the Joyner difputed that Point
"fome time, but at laft the Soldier carry*d it for a
Tent ; the only Objcftion againft it was, that it
muft be carry 'd' with them, and that would encreafe
their Baggage too much, the Weather heing hot ; but

and dainp,

a

the Sail-maker had a piece of good Hap fell in which
made that eafie, for, his Mafter who he work'd for
having a Rope-Walk as well as his Sail-making
Trade, had a little poor Horfe that he made no ufe
of then, and being willing to aifift the three honeft
Men, he gave them the Horfe for the carrying their

Matter of three Days Work
before he went, he let him
have an old Top-gallant Sail that was worn out, but
was fufficient and more than enough to make a very
good Tent The Soldier fhewMhow to fhapc it, and
they foon by his Direftion made their Tent, and fitted it with Poles or Staves for the purpofe, and thus
they were furnifh'd for their Journey ^"/2:,. three Men,
one Tent, one Horfe, one Gun, for the Soldier would
not go without Arms, for now he faid he Was no

Baggage ;

that his

alfo for a fmall

Man

did for

him

:

;

more a

Bifcuit-Baker, but a Trooper.

The Joyner had a fmall Bag of Tools, fuch as might
be ufefulifhe fhould get any Work abroad, as well
What Money they
for their Subfiftence as his own
:

"

"

had

the
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had, they brought all into one publick Slock, and
thus they began their Journey. It feems that in the

Morning when they fet out, the Wind blew as the
Saylor faid by his Pocket Compafs, at N.
by W.
So they direded, or rather refolvM to dired their

W.

Courfe N.

W.

But then a Difficulty came in their Way, that as
they fet out from the hither end of Wapping near
the Hermitage^ and that the Plague was now very
Violent, efpecially on the North lide of the City,
as in Shoreditch and Cripplegate Parifti, they did not

think it fafe for them to go near thofe Parts ; fo
they went away Eaft through RadcliffHigh-ssay, as
far as Radcliff-Crofsy and leaving Stepney Church ftill
on their Left-hand, being afraid to come up from
Radcliff- Cr ofs to Mile-end^ becaufe they muR come
juft by the Church-yard, and becaufe the Wind that
feemed to blow more from the Weft, blow'd dire.dly
from the fide of the City where the Plague w as hotteft.
So I fay, leaving Stepney, they fetched a long
Compafs, and going to Poplar and Bromley^ came into the great Road juft at Bow*
Here the Watch placM upon Bow Bridge would
have queftion^'d them^ but they croiTmg the Road
into a narrow Way that turns out at the hither End
of the Town of Bow
Old-Ford^ avoided any Enquiry there, and travelled to Old-Ford.
The Conftables every where were upon their Guard, not fo

much

it

feems to ftop Peoplei paffing by, as to ftop

them from taking up
.

their

Abode

in their

Towns,

and withal becaufe of a Report that was newly
raisM at that time, and that indeed was not very
improbable, viz.. That the poor People in London
being diftrefs'd^and ftarvM for want of Work, and by
that means for want of Bread, were up in Arms, and
had raifed a Tumult, and that they would come out
to all the Towns round to plunder for Bread. This,
I fay, was only a Rumour, and it was very well ic

L
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was no more

of

but it was not fo far off from being a
Reality, as it has been thought, for in a few Weeks
more the poor People became fo Defperate by the
Calamity they fuffer'd, that they were with great
difficulty kept from running out into the Fields
and Towns, and tearing all in pieces where-evcr
they came and, as I have obferved before, nothing
hindered them but that the Plague rag'd fo violent,|
ly, and fell in upon them fo furioufly, that they rather went to the Grave by Thoufands than into
the Fields in Mobs by Thoufands For in the Parts
about the Pariflies of St. Sepulchres, Clerkenivell, Crippkgate^ Bijhcpfgate and Shoreditchy which were the
Places where the Mob began to threaten, the Difiemper came on fo furioufly, that there died in thofe
few Parifhes,even then, before the Plague was come
to its height, no lefs than 5361 People in the firft
three Weeks in^«^«y?,when at the fame time,the Parts
about IVappingy Radcliffe, and Rotherhithy were, as
before defcrib^d, hardly touch'd, or but very lightly ; fo that in a Word, tho', as I faid before, the
good Management of the Lord Mayor and Juftices
did much to prevent the Rage and Defperation of
the People from breaking out in Rabbles and Tumults, and in fhort, from the Poor plundering the
Rich ; I fay, tho' they did much, the Dead Carts
did more, for as I have faid, that in five Parilhes only there died above jooo in 20 Days, fo
there might be probably three times that Number
Sick all that time ; for fome recovered, and great
Numbers fell fick every Day and died afterwards.
Befides, I muft ftill be allowed to fay, that if the i
Bills of Mortality faid five Thoufand, I ahvays believ*d it was near twice as many in reality ; there
being no room to believe that the Account they
gave was right, or that indeed, they were, among
fuch Confufions as I faw them in, in any Condition
|
to keep an exa<^t Account.
1
;

;

:

I

!

But

I
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Travellers ; Here they wer®
only examined, and as they feemed rather coming
from the Country than from the City, they found
the People theealier with them ; that they talk'd to
them, let them come into a publick Houfe where
to return to

Warders were, and gave them
Drink and Tome Viftuals, which greatly refreftied and
encouraged them and here it came into their Heads
to fay, when they fhould be enquired of afterwards,
not that they came from London^ but that they came

the Conftable and his

;

out of Effex.
To forward this little Fraud, they obtained fo
much Favour of the Conflable at Old-Ford, as to give
them a Certificate of their palling from EJfex thro'
that Village, and that they had not been at London ;
which tho'falfe in the common acceptation ot London
in the County, yet was literally true ; Wapping or
M^ad^iff hQin^ no part either of the City or Liberty.
This Certificate direfted to the next Conftable

was at Hummerton, one of the Hamlets of the
Parifh of Hackney, was fo ferviceable to them, that
it procured them not a free Pafi"age there only, but
a full Certificate of Health from a Jufiice of the
Peace ; who, upon the Conftable's Application,granted it without much DiiHcuJty j and thus they pafs'd
that

through the long divided Town of H(ichie)'y{^ox it lay
then in feveral feparated Hamlets) and travelled on
till they came into the great North Road on the
top of Stamford-HilL
By this time they began to be weary,and fo in the
back Road from Hackney a little before it opened into the faid great Road, they refolv'd to fet up their
Tent and encamp forthe firft Night which they did
accordingly, with this addition, that finding a Barn,
or a Building like a Barn, and firft fearching as well
as they could to be fure there

was no Body

in it,

they fet up their Tent, with the Head of it agamft
the Birn ; this they did alfo becaufe the Wind blew
^"^^
L
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that Night very high, and they were but young
at fuch a way of Lodging, as well as at the manaeing
their

Tent.

Here they went to

Sleep, but the Joyner, a grave

and fober.Man, and not pleafed with their lying at
firft Night, could not fleep, and
refolv'd, after trying to Sleep to no purpofe, that he
would get out, and taking the Gun in his Hand
{land Centinei and
Guard his Companions
So
with the Gun in his Hand he walk'd to and again
this loofe rate the

:

before the Barn, for that flood in the Field near the
Road, but within the Hedge. He had not been
long upon the Scout, but he heard a Noife of People coming on as if it had been a great Number,

and they came on, as he thought, diredly towards
the Bra-n. He did not prefently awake his Companions, but in a few

Minutes more

their

Noife grow-

ing louder and louder, the Bifcuit-Baker called to
him and askM him what was the Matter, and quickly ftarted out too
The other being the Lame Sailmaker and moft weary, lay ftill in the Tent.
As they expeded, fo the People who they had
heard, came on diredly to the Barn, when one of
our Travellers challenged, like Soldiers ppon the
Guard, with IVho comes there ? The People did not
Anfwer immediately, but one of them fpeaking to
another that was behind him, Alas ! Alas ! we are
all difappoir/ted, fays he, here are fome People before us,
:

the

Barn

They

if

taken up.
flopped

upon that as under fome Surfeems there was about Thirteen of
them in al), and fome Women among them They
confulted together what they ftiould do, and by
their Difcourfe our Travellers fcon found they were
poor diflrefs'd People too like themfelves, feeking
Shelter and Safety ; and befides, our Travellers had
no need to be afraid of their coming up to difturb
them ; for as foon as they heard the Words, Who
prize,

all

and

it

:

comes

\
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Women

fay, as
thefe could hear the
not go near them, how do you knoiv but.

And when one of the Men
them ; the Women faid, No,
dont by any means, we have efcafd thus far by the
Goodnefs of God, do not let us run into Danger now,,

they

may have

the

Plague

?

faid, Let us but /peak to

we

befeech you.

Our

Travellers found by this that they were a
good fober fort of People and flying for their Livesas they were j and, as they were encouraged by it, fo
John faid to the Joyner his Comrade, Let us Encourage
them too as much as we can So he called to them, Hark
ye good People fays the Joyner, we find by your Talk,
that you are fleeing from the fame dreadful Enemy
as we are, do not be afraid of us, we are only three
poor Men of us, if you are free from the Diftemper
you fhall not be hurt by us ; we are not in the Barn,but in a little Tent here in the outfide, and we will
remove for you, we can fet up our Tent again immediately any where elfe
and upon this a Parly
began between the Joyner, whofe Name was Ri-chardy
and one of their Men, who faid his Name was Ford.
Ford. And do you affure us that you are all Sound
Men.
Rich. Nay, we a;re concern^ to tell you of it,?
that you may not be uneafy, or think your felves in
Danger but you fee we do not defire you fliould
put your felves into any Danger; and therefore I
tell you, that as we have not made ufe of the Barn,
fo we will remove from it, that you may be Safeand we alfo.
Ford. That is very kind and charitable ; But, if we
have Reafon to be fatisfied that you are Sound and
free from the Vifitation, why fliouId we make you
remove now you are fettled in your Lodging, and
it may be are laid down to Reft ? we will go into
the Barn if you pleafe, to reft our felves a while, and
we need nor diiiurb you.
:

;

;
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Rich. Well, but

you

you are more than we are, I hope
you are all of you Sound too,
as great from you to us, as from

will aflbre us that

for the

Danger

is

us to you,
Ford. Blefled be God that fome do efcape tho' it
but few ; what may be our Portion ftill we know
not, but hitherto we are preferved.
Kich. What part of the Town do you come from ?
Was the Plague come to the Places wker© you
is

liv'd ?

Ay ay,

Ford.

in a mofl: frightful

and

terrible

man-

not fled away as we do ; but we
believe there will be very few left alive behind us.
Rich. What Part do you come from ?
are moft of us of Cripplegate Parifh, onFord.
ly two or three of Chrkmuoell Parifh, but on the hiner, or elfe

we had

We

ther fide.
Rich.

fooner

How

then was

it

that you

came away no

?

We

have been away fome time, and kept
we could at the hither End of
JJlington^ where we got leave to lie in an old uninhabited Houfe, and had fome Bedding and Conveniencies of our own that we brought with us, but
the Plague is come up into Iflington too, and a Houfe
next Door to our poor Dwelling was Infeded and
Ihut up, and we are come away in a Fright.
Rich, And what Way are you going ?
Ford. As our Lott fhall caft us, we know not
whither, but God will Guide thofe that look up
to him.
They parlied no further at that time, but came
all up to the Barn, and with fome Difficulty got
into it: There was nothing but Hay in the Barn,
but it was almoft full of that, and they accommodated themfelves as well as they cou*d, and went to
Reft ; but our Travellers obferv'd, that before they
W^nt to Sleep, an antjent Man, who it feems was
Father
Fvrd.

together as well as

;

P
Father of one of the
all

the
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to Prayer

Company, recommending themfelves

with

to the

Blefling and Direction of Providence, before they
went to Sleep.
It was Toon Day at that time of thfe Year ; and as
Richard the Joyner had kept Guard the firfl part of
the Night, fo John the Soldier Relieved him, and
he had the Poft in the Morning, and they began
to be acquainted with one another.
It feems, when
they left IJlington-, they intended to have gone North
away to Highgate, but were ftop'd at Holloway^ and
there they would not let them pafs j fo they crofs'd
over the Fields and Hills to the Eaftward, and
came out at the Boarded- Riverj and fo avoiding the
Towns, they left Hornfey on the left Hand, and Nevj^
ington on the right Hand, and came into the great
Road about Stamford-Hill on that fide, as the three
Travellers had done on th^ other fide And now they
had Thoughts of going over the River in the Marfhes, and make forwards to Epping Foreft, where they
hoped they fhould get leave to Reft. It feems they
were not Poor, at leaft not fo Poor as to be in Want;
at leaft they had enough to fubfift them moderately
for two or three Months, when, as they faid, they
were in Hopes the cold Weather would check the
Infedion, or at leaft the Violence of it would have
fpent itfelf, and would abate, if it were only for want
of People left alive to be Infeded.
This was much the Fate of our three Travellers
only that they feemed to be the better furnifh^d for
Travelling, and had it in their View to go further
off ; for as to the firft, they did not propofe to go
farther than one Day's Journey, that fo they might
:

have Intelligence every two or three Days how
Things were at London.
But here our Travellers found themfelves under an unexpefted Inconvenience, namely, that
of their Horfe, for by means of the Horfe to
carry their Baggage^ they were obliged to keep
in
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teep in the Road, whereas the People of this other
Band went over the Fields or Roads, Path or no
Path, Way, or no Way, as they pleafed ; neither had'
they any Occafion to pafs thro' any Town, or come
near any Town, other than to buy fuch Things as
they wanted for their neceflary Subfiftence, and in
that indeed they were put to much Difficulty
Of
:

which in its Place.
But our three Travellers were oblig'd to keep the
Road, orelfe they muft commit Spoil and do the
Country a great deal of Damage in breaking down
Fences and Gates, to go over enclofed Fields, which
they were loth to do if they could help it.
Our three Travellers however had a great Mind
to join themfelves to this Company, and take
their Lot with them j and after fome Difcourfe, they,
laidafide theirfirft Deligp which look'd North ward,'and refolv'd to follow the other into Effex ; (o in the
Morning they took up their Tent and loaded their
Horfe, and away they travelled all together.
They had fome Difficulty in pafllng the Ferry at
the River fide, the Ferry-Man being afraid of them;
but after fome Parly at a Diflance, the Ferry-Man
was content to bring his Boat to a Place diftant from
the ufual Ferry, and leave it there for them to
take it;. fo putting chemfelves over^ he directed them
to leave the Boar, and he having another Boat,
faid he would fetch it again, v^hich it feems however
he did not do for above Eight Days.
Here giving the Fevry-Man Money before-handji
they had a fupply of V^ictuals and Drink, which he
brought and left in the Boat for them, but not without, as

I faid,

having received the

But now our Travellers were

how

Mony before-hand.

at a great Lofs and

Difficulty
to get the P^oife over, the Boat being fm all and not fir for it, and at lafi: cou*d not dp
it without unloaciig tlie Baggage, and making him'
fvvim over^
From'

the
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From the River they travelled towards the Foreft,
but when they came to Walthamftow the People of

Town

denied to admit them, as was the Cafe
where The Conftables and their Watchmen
kept them oft' at a Diftance, and ParlyM with them ;
they gave the fame Account of themfelves as before,
but thefe gave no Credit to what they faid, giving
it for a Reafon that two or three Companies had already come that Way and made the liiic Pretences,
but that they had given feveral People the Diftemper in the TtDwns where they had pafs'd, and had
been afterwards fo hardly us'd by the Country,'
tho' with Juftice too, as they had deferv*d
that about Brent-JVood or that Way, feveral of them Pcrifh'd in the Fields, whether of the Plague, pr. of
mere Want and Diftrefs, they could not tell.
This was a good Reafon indeed why the People
of Walthamftow fhou'd be very cautious, and why'
that

every

:

'.

;

they fhou'd refolve not to entertain any Body that
But as Richard the
they were not well fatisfied of.
Joyner, and one of the other Men who parly'd with

them told them, it was no Reafon why they ftiould
block up the Roads, and refufe to let People pafs
thro* the Town, and who ask'd nothing of them, but
go through the Street That if their People were
them, they might go into their Houfes and
fhut their Doors, they would neither fhow them
Civility nor Incivility, but go on about their Bufinefs.
The Conftables and Attendants, not to be perfwaded by Reafon, Cvintinued Obftinate, and wouM
hearken to nothing fo the two Men that talkM with
them went back to their Fellows, to confult what
Was to be done: It was very difcouraging in the
whole, and they knew not what to do for a good
while But at laft John the Soldier and Bifcuit-Baker
confidering a-while. Come, fays he, leave the reft of
the Parly to me; he had not appeared yet, fo he
fets the Joyner Richard to Work to cut fome Poles
out
to

:

afraid of

;

:

;
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out of the Trees, and lhape them as h"ke Guns as
he could, and in a little time he had five or fix fair
Muskets, which at a Diftance would not be known;
and about the Part where the Lock of a Gun is
he caufed them to wrap Cloths and Rags, fuch as
they had, as Soldiers do in wet Weather, to preferve the Locks of their Pieces from Ruft, the reft
was difcolour'd with Clay or Mud, fuch as they
could get ; and all this while, the reft of them fat
under the Trees by his Dire(^ion, in two or three
Bodies, where they made Fires at a good Diftance
from one another.
While this was doing,he advanc'd himfelf and two
or three with him, and fet up their Tent in the Lane
within fight of the Barrier which the Town's Men
had made, and fet a Centinel juft by it with the real Gun, the only one they had, and who walked to
and fro with the Gun on his Shoulder, fo as that
the People of the Town might fee them ; alfo he
ty'd the Horfe to a Gate in ahe Hedge juft by, and
got fome dry Sticks together and kindled a Fire on
the other fide of the Tent, fo that the People of the
Town cou'd fee the Fire and the Smoak, but cou'd
not fee what they were doing at it.
After the Country People had look'd upon them
very earneftly a great while, and by ail that they
could fee, cou'd not but fuppofe that they were a
great many in Company, they began to be uneafie,
not for their going away, but for ftaying where
they were and above all perceiving they had Horfes and Arms, for they had feen one Horfe and one
Gun at the Tent, and they had feen others of them
walk about the Field on the infide of the Hedge,
by the fide of the Lane with their Muskets, as they
took them to be, Shoulder'd I fay, upon fugh a
Sight as this,you may be affurcd they were Alarm*d
and terribly Frighted ; and it feems they went to a
Juftice of the Peace to know what they fhould do
;

:

what the

Juftice

advis*d

them

to I

know

not,

;
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but towards Evening they caird from the Barrier,
as above, to the Centinel at the Tent.
What do ye want ? fays Johfi *
to do? fays the Conftable.
John, IVhat woudyou have us to do ?
Why don't you be gone ? what do you ftay

IVhy, what do ye intend

To do J
Conjl.

there for

fays

?

John. Why do you ftop us on the King's Highway,
and pretend to rcfufe us Leave to go on our Way ?
are not bound to tell you our Reafon,
Conji.
though we did let you knpw, it was becaufe of the

We

Plague.
John.

We told you we were all found, and free

the Plague,

you of,
Highway.

fied

Conft.

from
which we were not bound to have fatisand yet you pretend to ftop us on the

We

have a Right to ftop

Safety obliges us to

Highway,

'tis

a Gate, and

is

John.

if

j

and

up, and our
is

upon Sufferance

we do

let

own

not the King's
you fee here
;

People pafs here,

we make

?

and you may
'tis

it

befides this

We have a Right to

well as you,

Lives,

Way

a

them pay Toll

it

feek our

fee

we

own

Safety as

are flying for our

very unchriftian and unjuft to ftop^

us.

Confl.

You may go back from whence you came

not hinder you from that.
John. No, it is a ftronger Enemy than you that
keeps us from doing that i or elfe we fhould not ha*

we do

come

hither.

Confl.

Well, you

may go any

other

way

then.

but hearing them call
It feems yohn was in the Tent,
fteps out, and taking the Gun upon his Shoulder, talk'd
to them as if he had been the Centinel plac'd there upoa,
tke Guard by fome OiEcer that wiW his Superior*
*

he

John,

ijS
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John. No, no : I fuppofe you fee we are able
fend you going, and all the People of your Parifh,

and come thro" your Town, when we will but fince
you have ftopt us here, we are content; you fee, we
have encampM here, and here we will live we hope
you will furnifhus with Victuals.
Confi. We furnifh you
What mean you by that ?
John. Why you would not have us Starve, would
you ? If you flop us here, you muft keep us.
Conft. You will be ill kept at our Maintenance.
john. If ybuftintus, wefhallmake ourfelves the
;

:

!

better Allowance.
Conft. Why you will not pretend to quarter upon
us by Force, will you ?
John. We have ofFer'd no Violence to you yet,
why do you feem to oblige us to it ? I am an old
Soldier, and cannot ftarve, and if you think that we
fhall be obliged to go back for want of Provifions,

you are miftaken.
Conji. Since you threaten
to be ftrong enough for you
the County upon you.
:

us,
I

we

fhall take

Care

have Orders to

raife

John. It is you that threaten, not we And fince
you are for Mifchief, you cannot blame us, if wc
do not give you time for it ; we fhall begin ourMarch
:

in a few Minutes. *
Confl.

John.

What is it you demand of us ?
At firft we defir'd nothing of

you,

but

Leave to go thro' the Town ; wefhould have offer'd
no Injury to any of you, neither would you have had
any Injury or Lofs by us. We are not Thieves, but
poor People indiftrefs, and flying from the dreadful

* This frighted the Conftable and the People that
were
With him, that they immediately chang'd their Note.

Plague
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which devours thoufands every
wonder how you could be fo unmerci-

London,',

We

ful

Conft.

Self-prefervation obliges us.

John. What! to fhut up your Compaffion in a Cafe
of fuch Diftrefs as this ?
Conft. Well, ifyou will pafs over the Fields on your
Left-hand, and behind that part of the Town, I
will endeavour to have Gates openM for you.
John. Our Horfemen cannot * pafs with our Baggage that Way ; it does not lead into the Road that
we want to go ; and why ftiould you force us out of
the Road ? befides, you have kept us here all Day
without any Provifions, but fuch as we brought, with
us ; I think you ought to fend us feme Provifions for
our Relief.
Confl. If you will go another Way, we will, fend
,

you fome Provifions.
John. That is the way to have all
the County flop up the Ways againft
Confi.

It

they

all

you be the worfe,
no Lodging.

the

Towns

in

us.

you with Food, what will
you have Tents, you .want

furnifh
I fee

John. Well, what quantity of Frovinons will you
fend us ?
many are you ?
Conft.

How

John. Nay, we do not ask enough
Company, we are in three Companies

;

for
if

all

you

our
\yill

Men, and about fix or feDays, and fliew us the Way
over the Field you fpeak of, we defire not to put
your People into any fear for us, we will go out of
our Way to oblige you, tho' we are as free from In-

fend us Bread for twenty

ven

Women

fection as

!

for three

you

They had

are.

but one Horfe ^niong them.

Guft.

ME

l6o
Cotjfi.

People
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Conjt.
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M
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will you aflure us that your other

us no new Difturbance.
no, you may depend on it.
mufl: oblige your felf too that none of

fhall offer

No,
You

your people
Provifions

fhall

we

come

fend you

a ftep nearer than
fhall

where

the

be fet down.

John. I anfwer for it wc will not.
Accordingly they fent to the Place twenty Loaves
of Bread, and three or four large pieces of good
Beef, and opened fome Gates thro' which they
pafs*d, but none of them had Courage fo much as to
look out to fee them go, and, as it was Evening,
if they had looked they cou'd not have feen them
fo as to know how few they were.
This was John the Soldier's Management. But
this gave fuch an Alarm to the County, that had
they really been two or three Hundred, the whole
County would have been rais'd upon them, and they
wou'd ha' been fent to Prifon, or perhaps knock'd
on the Head.
They were foon made fenfible of this, for two

Days afterwards they found fcveralParties of Horfemen and Footmen alfo about, in purfuit of three
Companies of Men arm'd, as they faidy with Mus-

who were broke out from London^ and had
the Plague upon them ; and that were not only
fpreading the Diftemper among the People, but
plundering the Couutry.
As they faw now the Confequence of their Cafe,
they foon fee the Danger they were in, fo they refolv'd by the Advice alfo of the old Soldier, to divide therafclves again. J»hn and his two Comkets,

* Here he call'd to one of his Men, and bade him order Capt.
Richard and his People to March the Lower Way on the fide of the
Marlhes, and meet them in the Foreft ; which was all a Sham, for
tihtcy had no Captain Richard, or any fuch Company.

radcs

:
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Tades with the Horfe, went away as if towards Walthorn \ the other in two Companies, but all a little
afundcr, and went towards Effing.
The firft Night they EncampM all in the Forcfl-,

and not far off of one another,but not fettingupthe
Tent, left that (hould difcover them On the other
hdindiRichard went to work with hisAxe and hisHatchet, and cutting down Branches of Trees, he built
three Tents or Hovels, in which they all Encarnp'd
with as much Convenience as they could exped.
The Provilions thy had had at Wdthamftow ferv'd
them very plentiiully this Night, and as for the
they had far'd
next they left it to Providence
fo well with the old Soldier's Condud, that
they now willingly made him their Leader \ and
the firft of his Condud appear'd to be very good
He told them that they were now at a proper Diftance enough from London i that as they
need not be immediately beholden to the County for Relief, fo they ought to be as careful Che
Country did not infed them, as that they did not
infed the Country ; that what little Money they
had they muft be as frugal of as they could \ that
as he would not have them think of offering the
Country any Violence, fo they mufl; endeavour to
make the Senfe of their Condition go as far with
They all referr'd themthe Country as it could
felves to his Diredion; fothey left their 3 Houfes
ftanding,and the next Day went away towards £p.
the Captain alfo, for fo they now called him,
fing
:

:

;

and

his

two Fellow Travellers

iign of going to IValtham,

and

Dewent together.

laid afide their

all

came near Epping they halted, chooproper Place in the open Forefl:, not very near the High-way, but not far out of it on the
North- fide, under a little duller of low PollardTrees: Here they pitched their little Camp, which
confifted of three large Tents or Hurts made of
Polesj which their Carpenter, and fuch as were his

When

fing out a

they
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and fix'd in the Ground in a
Circle, binding all the fmall Ends together at the
Top, and thickning the fides with Boughs of
Affiftants, cut dowfi

Trees and Bufhes, fo that they were compleatly
and warm. They had befides this, a little
Tent where the Women lay by thcmfelves, and a
Hutt to put the Horfe in.
was
It happened that the next day,or next but one
Market-day at Epph^ when Capt Joh», and one of
fome
the other Men, went to Market, and bought
Provifions, that is to fay Bread, and fome Mutton
clofe

;

and Beefi and two of the

Women

went

feparately,

and bought
more. John took the Horfe to bring it Home, and
the Sack (which the Carpenter carry'd his Tools
Work
in) to put it in: The Carpenter went to
and made them Benches and Stools to fit on, fuch
kmd
as the Wood he cou'd get wou'd afford, and a
as if they had not belong'd to the reft,

of a Table to dine on.
They were taken no Notice of for two or three
out
but after that, abundance of Peoplej"an

Days,

of the

Town

to look at them, and

all

the Country

was alarmed about them. The People at firftfcem'd
other Hand
afraid to come near them, and on the
was
they defir'd the People to keep off, for there
Rumour that the Plague was at Waltham^ and that it
called
had been in Efpng two or three Days. So John
fays he, we
out to them not to come to them, For,
a.

here, and we would not
are all whole and found Feopk
pretend we
have you bring the Tlague among us, nor
it among youthem
After this the Parifti Officers came up to
to
and parly'd with them at a Diftance, and defir'd
know who they were, and by what Authority they
pretended to fix their Stand at that Place ? John
infwered very frankly, they were poor diftrcffed
Mifery they
People from Xo»^/o«, who forefeeiug the
into the
fhould be reduc'4 to, if the Plague fpread

hrouiht

ity,

the

?

L
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city, had fied out in time for their Lives, and having no Acquaintance or Relations to fly to, had

but the Plague being come
and as they fuppos'd that the People of £;p/?7^ might have refus'd
them coming into theirTown,they had pitch'd their
firft

taken up at

into that

Jjlington.

Town, were

fled further,

Tents thus in-^the open Field, and in the Foreflr,
being willing to bear all the Hard (hips of fuch
a difconfolate Lodging, rather than have any one
think or be afraid that they Ihould receive Injury
by them.
At firft the Effwg People ;alk'd roughly to them,
and told them they miift remove that this was no
and that they pretended to be
Place for them
Sound and WeU, but that they might be infecled
with the Plague for ought they knew, and might
infed the whole Country, and they cou'd not fuffer
•,

them
'
'
*

'
*

*
'

'
'
*

'
'
*

'

'
'

'
'

'

there.

John argu'd very calmly with them a great while,
and told them, « That London was the Place by
which they, that is, the Townfmen of£|;p;7^and
the Country round them, fubfilled s to whom
they fold the produce of their Lands, and out of
whom they made the Rent of their Farms; and
to be fo cruel to the Inhabitants of London, or
to any of thofc by whom they gaia'd fo much
was very hard, and they would be loth to have

all

it

remembered

hereafter, and have

it

told

how

barbarous, how unhofpitabic and how unkind
they were to the People of London^ when they
fled from the Face of the moft terrible Eiieniy
in the World \ that it would be enough to make
the Name of an Efiing-U^n hateful thro' all the
City, and to have the Rabble Stone them in the
very Streets, whenever they came fo much as to
that they were not yet fecure from being
and that as he heard, VVdtham
was already j that they would think it very hard
that
2

Market

;

Vifited themfelves,

M

.
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'

when any of them

fled for Fear before
they were touch'd, they fhould be deny'd the
Liberty of lying fo much as in the open Fields.

that

The

Epping

Men

told

them

again,

That

they, in-

deed, faid they were found and free from the Infedion, but that they had no aflurance of it ; and
that it was reported, that there had been a great
Rabble of People at Walthamfiow, who made fuch
Pretences of being found, as they did, but that they
threatened to plunder the Town, and force their
whether the Parifli Officers would or no;
That they were near 200 of them, and had Arms
and Tents like Low-Country Soldiers i that they
extorted Provifions from the Town by threat-

Way

ning them with living upon them at free Quarter,
fhewing their Arms, and talking in the Language
of Soldiers; and that feveral of them being gone
away towards Rumford and Brent-Wood^ the Country had been infeded by them, and the Plague
fpread into both thofe large Towns, fo that the
People durfl: not go to Market there as ufual ; that
it was very likely they were fome of that Party,
and if fo, they deferv'd to be fent to the County
Jail, and be fecur'd till they had made Satisfadion
for the Damage they had done, and for the Terror
and Fright they had put the Country into.
'John anfwered. That what other People had done
was nothing to them that he afliired them they
were all of one Company that they had never
been more in Number than they faw them at that
time \ (which by the way was very true) that they
came out in two feperate Companies, but joyn'd
by the Way, their Cafes being the fame j that
they were ready to give what Account of themfelves any Body cou'd defire of them, and to give
in their Names and Places of Abode, that fo they
might be call'd to an Account for any Difbrder
that they might be guilty of j that the Townfsnen
;

might

the

P
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they were content to lii^e hardly, and
might
only defir'd a little Roona to breath in on the Foreft where it was wholfomej for where it was not
they cou'd not ftay, and wou'd decamp if they
found it otherwife there.
But, faid the Townfmen, we have a great charge
of Poor upon our Hands alreadyj and we muft take
we fuppofe you can give us
care not to encreafe it
no Security againft your being chargeable to our
Parifli and to the Inhabitants, any more than you
can of being dangerous to us as to the Infedion.
' Why look you,
fap Johfi^ as to being charge' able
if you will reto you, wc hope we fhall not
' lieveus with Provifions for our prefent Neceffity,
' we will be very thankful
liv'd without
we
all
as
^
* Charity
when wc were at Home, fo we will o*
blige ourfelves fully to repay you, if God pleafe
^ to bring us back to our own Families and Houfcs
* in
Safety, and to reftore Health to the People of
fee

•,

'

London.

to our dying here, we alfurc you, if any of
we that furvive, will bury them, and put
you to no Expence, except it (hould be that we
fhould all die, and then indeed the laft Man not
being able to bury himfelf, would put you to that
'

*

'
*
'

As

us die,

Expence, which

am

perfwaded, fays 'John,
him to pay you for

*

fingle

*

he would leave enough behind

'

the

*

up

'
'
'

of.

the other Hand, fays John^ if you will fhut
all Bowels of CompafTion and not relieve us
at all, we fhall not extort any thing by Violence,
or fteal from any one but when what little we
have is fpent, if we perilh for want, God's Will
'

'

Expence

I

On

be done.

John wrought fo upon the Townfmen by talking
thus rationally and fmoothly to them, that they
went away and tho' they did not give any confcnt
to their ftaying there, yet they did not molcft them ^
,•

M
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and the poor People continued there three or four
Days longer without any Difturbanqe. In this
time they had got fome remote Acquaintance with
a Viclualling-Houfe at the out-skirts of the

Town,

whom

they called at a Diftance to bring fome
Httie Things that they wanted, and which they
caus'd to to be fet down at a Diftance, and always
paid for very honeftly.
During this Time, the younger People of the
Town came frequently pretty near them, and wou'd

to

ftand and look at them, and fometimes talk with
at fome Space between; and particularly it was

them

obferved, that the firft Sabbath Day the poor People
kept retirM, worfhip^d God together, and were heard
to fing pfalms.
Thefe Things and a quiet inoffenfive Behaviour,
began to get them the good Opinion of the Country, and People began to pity them and fpeak very
well of them ; the Confequence of which was,
that upon the occaiion of a very wet rainy
Night, a certain Gentleman who liv'd in the
fent them a little Cart with twelve
Truffes or Bundles of Straw, as well for them to
lodge upon, as to cover and thatch their Hurs, and
The Minifter of a Parifh not
to keep them dry
not knowing of the other, fent them alfo^
hr
about two Bufnels of Wheat, and half a Bufhel of
white Peas.

Neighbcurhocd,

:

They were very thankful tc-be-fure for this Relief,
and particularly the Straw was a very great Comfort
to them ior tho' the ingenious Carpenter had made
Frames for them to lie in likeTroughs,andfill'd them
with Leaves of Trees, and fuch Things as they could
get, and had cut all their Tent-cloth out to make
them Coverlids, yet they lay damp, and hard, and
unwholefome till this Straw c:im.e, which was to
them like Feather-beds, and, as John (aid, more wel;

come than Feather-beds wouM
time.

ha' been at anotlier

This

^^^^

P
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This Gentleman and the Minifter having thus
begun and given an Example of Charity to thefe
Wanderers, others quickly followed, and they receiv'd every Day fome Benevolence or other from the
People, but "chiefly from the Gentlemen who dwelt
fome fent them Chairs,
in the Country round about
Stools, Tables, and fuch Houfliold Things as they
fome fent them Blangave Notice they wanted
fome Earthen-ware and
kets, Rugs and Coverlids
fome Kitchin-ware for ordering their Food.
Encourag'd by this good Ufage, their Carpenter
in a few Days, built them a large Shed or Houfe
with Rafters, and a Roof in Form, and an upper
Floor in which they lodged warm, for the Weather
began to be damp and cold in the beginning of September; But this Houfe being very well Thatched,
and the Sides and Roof made very thick, kept out
the Cold well enough: He made alfo an earthen
Wall at one End, with a Chimney in it and another of the Company, with a vaft deal of Trouble
and Pains, made a Funnel to the Chimney to carry out the Smoak,
;

;

;

;

;

Here they

liv'd very comfortably, tho' coarfely,
the beginning of September, when they had the
bad News to hear, whether true or not, that the
till

,

which was very hot at TValtham-Abby on
one fide, and at Rumford and Brent-Wood on the
other fide
was alfo come to Eppmg, to Woodford,
and to moft of the Towns upon the Foreft, and
which, as they faid, was brought down among them
chiefly by the Higlers and fuch People as went to
and from London with Provifions.
If this was true, it was an evident Contradidion
to that Report which was afterwards fpread all over
Englandjbuz which, as I have faid,\ cannot confirm of
my Own Knowledge,namely,That the Market People
Plague,

;

carrying Provifions to the City, never got the Infection
4

M

;
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tion or carry'd

it

back into the Country

;

both which

I have been affured, has been falfe.
It might be that they were preferv'd even beyond
Expedation, though not to a Miracle, that abundance Ment and come, and were not touch'd,
and that was much for the Encouragement of the
poor People of London, who had been compleatly
miferable, if the People that brought Provifions
to the Isiarkets had not been many times wonder-

more preferv'd than cou'd
be reafonably expeded.
But now thefe new Inmates began to be difturb'^d
more efieaually, for the I'owns about them were really infedted, and they began to be afraid to truft
one another fo much as to go abroad for fuch things
as they wanted, and this pinch'd them very hard
for now they had little or nothing but what the charitable Gentlemen of the Country fupply'd them
with: But for their Encouragement it happen'd, that
otherGentlemen in the Country who had not fent 'em
any thing before, began to hear of them and fupply
fully preferv'd, or at leaft

them, and one fent them a large Pig, that is to fay
and another fent
a Porker ; another two Sheep
them a Calf: In fhorr, they had Meat enough, and,
fometimes had Cheefe and Milk, and all fuch things ;
They were chiefly put to it for Sread, for when the
Gentlemen fent them Corn they had no where to
;

bake

two

it,

or to grind

it

Wheat

Bufliel of

:

This made them eat the firfi:
was fent them in parched

that

old did without grinding or
Corn, as the Ifiaelites
making Bread of it.
^
At iaft they found means to carry their Corn to a
Windmill near IVoodfordy where they had it ground
and afterwards the Bifcuit Baker made a Hearth fo
hollow and dry that he cou'd bake Bifcuit Cakes
tolerably well and thuS they came into a Condition
;

;

to live without any affiftance or fupplies from the
Towns; and it was well they did, for the Country

was foon

after fully

Infeded, and about X2o were
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Diftemper in the Villages
near them, which was a terrible thing to them.
On this they call'd a new Council, and now the
Towns had no need to be afraid they fhould fettle
near them, but on the contrary feveral Families of
faid to have died of the

the poorer fort of the Inhabitants quitted their Houfes, and built Hutts in the Foreil: after the fame
manner as they had dune But it was obferv'd, that
feveral of thefe poor People that had fo remov'd,
:

had the Sicknefs even in their Hutts or Booths the
Reafon of which was plain, namely, not becaufe they
removed into the Air, but becaufe they did not re;

move time enough,

that is to fay, not till by openly
converfing with the other People their Neighbours,
they had the Diftemper upon them, or, (as may be

fo carry "d it about them whiwent Or, (2.) Becaufe they were not
they
were fafely removed out
careful enough after
of theTowns, not to come in again and mingle with

faid)

among them,and

ther they

:

the difeafed People.
But be it which of thefe it will, when our Travellers began to perceive that the Plague was not
only in the Towns, but even in the Tents and Huts
on the Foreft near them, they began then not only
to be afraid, bur to think of decamping and removing ; for had they ftay*d, they wou'd ha' been in
manifeft Danger of their Lives.
It is not to be wondered that they were greatly
afRided, as being obliged to quit the Place where
they had been fo kindly received, and where they

had been treated with

fo

much Humanity and Cha-

butNeceffity, and the hazard of Life, which
they came out fo far to preferve, prevailed with
them, and they faw no Remedy. John however
thought of a Remedy for their prefent Misfortune,
namely, that he would firft acquaint that Gentleman
who was their principal Benefador, with the Diftrels
rity

j

they were

in,

and to crave

his Alliftance

and Ad-

vice.
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Gentleman encourag'd them

to quit the Place, for fear they fhould be cut off

from any Retreat at all, by the Violence of the Diftemper but whither they fhould go, that he found
;

At laft 'J{)hn ask'd of
very hard to dired them to.
him, whether he (being a Juftice of the Peace) would
give them Certificates of Health to other Juftices
who they might come before, that fo whatever might
be their Lot they might not be repulfed now they
had been alfo fo long from Londoiu This his Worfhip immediately granted, and gave them proper
Letters of Health, and from thence they were at Liberty to travel whither they pleafed.
Accordingly they had a full Certificate of Health,
intimating. That they had refided in a Village in the
County of jE/T^'^x^fo long,that being examined and fcru-

and having been retired from all
Converfation for above 40 Days,without any appearance of Sicknefs,they were therefore certainlyconcludedtobe Sound Men, and might be fafely entertained
any w here, having at laft remov'd rather for fear of
the Plague, which was come into fuch a Town^ ratiniz'd fufficiently,

ther than for having any fignal of Infeftion upon
them, or upon any belonging to them.
With this Certificate they remov'd, tho' with
great Reludance ; and John inclining not to go far

trom

Home,

they mov'd towards the Marlhes on

Waltham : But here they found a Man,
A\ho it feems kept a Weer or Stop upon the River,
made to raife the Water for the Barges which go
up and down the River, and he terrified them with
the fide of

difmal Srories of the Sicknefs having been fpread into all the Towns on the River, and near the River,
on the fide of Middlefey: and Hertfordjhire ; that is to

Waltham, IVakham-Crofs ^ Enfield and Ware^
Towns on the Road, that they were afraid to go that way; tho" it feems the Man imposed
upon them, for that the thing was not really true.
fay, into

and

all

the

How-

;

the
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However it terrified them, and they refolved to
move crofs the Foreft towards Rumford and BrentWood; but they heard that there were numbers of
People fled out of London that way, who lay up and
down in the Foreft caird Henah Foreft, reaching
near Rumford^ and who having no Subfiftence or Habitation, not only

liv^'d

oddly, and fuftered great

Ex-

Woods and Fields for want of Relief, but were faid to be made fo defperate bythofe
Extremities, as that they ofFerM many Violences to
tremities in the

the County, robb'd and plundered, and kill'd Cattle,
and the like j that others building Hutts and Hovels
by the Road-fide Begg'd, and that with an Importunity next Door to demanding Relief ; fo that the

County was very uneafy, and had been obligM

to

take feme of them up.
This, in the firft Place intimated to them, that they
would be fure to find the Charity and Kindnefs of
the County, which they had found here where tliey
were before, hardned and fhut up againft them ; and
that on the other Hand, they would be queftion'd
where-ever they came, and would be in Danger of

Violence from others in

like

Cafes as themfelves.

Capgood
Friend and Benefaftor, who had relievM them before, and laying their Cafe truly before him, humand he as kindly advifed
bly ask'd his Advice
them to take up their old Quarters again, or if not,
further
oul: of the Road,
little
to remove but a
and directed them to a proper Place for them
and as they really wanted fome Houfe rather than
Huts to fhelter them at that time of the Year, it
growing on to^'^rds Miihaelmasy they found an old
decayed Houfe, which had been formerly fome Cottage or little Habitation, but was fo out of repair
as fcarce habitable, and by the confent of a Farmer

Upon

all

tain, in all

thefe Confiderations, John-t their
their Names, went back to their

;

to

;
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whofe Farm it belong'd, they got leave to make
what ufe of it they could.
The ingenious Joyner and all the reft by his Diredions, went to work with it, and in a very few
to

Days made

it capable to fhelter them all in cafe of
bad Weather, and in which there was an old Chimney, and an old Oven, tho* both lying in Ruins,
yet they made them both fit for Ufe, and raifing

Additions, Sheds, and Leantoo's on every fide, they
foon made the Houfe capable to hold them all.

They

wanted Boards to make Windowand feveral other Things
but as the Gentlemen above favoured them, and the
Country was by that Means made eafy with them,
and above all, that they were known to be all found
and in good health, every Body help'd them with
chiefly

fhutters. Floors, Doors,

what they could fpare.
Here they encamped for good and all, and refolv'd
they faw plainly how terribly
to remove no more
alarmed that County was every where, at any Body
that came from London and that they fhould have
;

no admittance any where but with the utmofl Difficulty, at leafl no friendly Reception and Aflifcance as they had receiv'd here.
Now altho' they received great Aififtance and Encouragement from the Country Gentlemen and from
the People rounxl about them, yet they were put to
great Straits, for the Weather grew cold and wet in
Ochber ar\dNoveinbery and they had not been us'd to fo

much

hardihip ; fo that they got Colds in theirLimbs,

and Diflempers, but never had the Infeftion
thus about December they came

home

:

And

to the City

again.
I give this Story thus at large, principally to give
-

an Account what became of the great Numbers of
People which immediately appeared in the City
For, as I have faid,
as foon as the Sicknefs abated
great Numbers of thofe that were able and had
:

Retreats

the
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Retreats in the Country, fled to thofe Retreats;
So when it was encreafed to fuch a frightful Extremity as I have related, the midling People who had
not Friends, fled to all Parrs of the Country wher»they cou'd get fhelter, as well thofe that had Mony
to relieve themfelves ; as thofe that had not. Thofe
that had Mony always fled fartheft, becaufe they
were able to fubfifl; themfelves ; but thofe who were
empty, fuffer'd, as I have faid, great Hardfhips, and
were often driven by Neceffity to relieve their Wants
at the Expence of the Country
By that Means the
:

Country was made very uneafie

at them, and fometimes took them up, tho"* even then they fcarce knew
what to do with them, and were always very backward to punifti them, but often too they forced
them from Place to Place, till they vere oblig'd to
come back again to London.
I have, fince my knowing this Story of John and

his Brother, enquired aixl found, that there were a
great many of the poor difconfolate People, as above,

Country every way, and fome of them
Sheds, and Barns, and Out-houfes to
live in, where they couM obtain fo much Kindnefsof the Country, and efpecially where they had
fled into the

got

little

any the leafl; fatisfadory Account to give of themfelves, and particularly that they did not come out of
London too late. But others, and that in great Numbers, built themfelves little Huttsand Retreats in the
Fields and Woods, and liv'd like Hermits in Holes
and Caves, or any Place they couM find; and where,
we may be fure, they fuffer'd great Extremities,
fuch that many of them were obliged to come back
again whatever the Danger was ; and fo thofe little
Huts were often found empty, and the Country
People fuppos'd the Inhabitants lay Dead in them of
the Plague, and would not. go near them for fear, no
mt in a great while ; nor is it unlikely but that fome of
the

;
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the unhappy Wanderers might die fo all alone, ever
fometimes for want of Help, as particularly in one
Tent or Hutt, was found a Man dead, and on the
Gate of a Field juft by, was cut w ith his Knife in
uneven Letters, the following Words, by which it
may be fuppos'd the other Man efcapM, or that one

dying

firft,

the other bury'd

him

as well as he could

;

OmIsErY!
BoTH ShaLL DyE,

We

WoE, WoE.
I have given an Account already of

what I found to

ha* been the Cafe down the River among theSea-faring
Men, how the Ships lay in the Offings as 'tis cali'd,

Rows

or Lines a-ftern of one another, quite
the Pool as far as I could fee , I have been
told, that they lay in the fame manner quite down
the River as low as Gravefend, and fome tar beyond,
even every where, or in every Place where they
in

down from

cou'd ride with Safety as to Wind and Weather ;
Nor did I ever hear that the Plague reach'd to any
of the People on board thofe Ships, except fuch
as lay up in the Pool, or as high as Deptford Reach,
altho' the People went frequently on Shoar to the

Country Towns and Villages, and Farmers Houfes,
buy frefh Provifions, Fowls, Pigs, Calves, and the

to

like for their Supply.
*

Likewife

I

found that the Watermen on the Ri-

ver above the Bridge, found means to convey themfelves away up the River as far as they cou'd go
and that they had, many of them, their whole Families in their Boats, cover'd with Tilts and Bales,
them, and furnifh'd with Strav/ within

as they call

Lodging and that they lay thus all along
by the Shoar in the Marfhes, fome of them fetting
up little Tents with their Sails, and fo lying under
them on Shoar in the Day, and going into their
for their

;

Boats

the
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Boats at Night,- and in this manner, as I have
heard, the River-fides were lin'd with Boats and
People as long as they had any thing to fubfijft on,
or cou'd get any thing of the Country and indeed
;

People, as well Gentlemen as others,
on thefe and all other Occafions, were very forward
to relieve them, but they were by no means willing
to receive them into their Towns and Houfes, and

the Country

we cannot blame them.
There was one unhappy Citizen, within my
Knowledge, who had been Vifited in a dreadful

for that

manner, io that his Wife and all his Children were
Dead, and himfelf and two Servants only left, with
an elderly Woman a near Relation, who had nurs'd
Thisdifthofe that were dead as well as fhe could
:

confolate Man goes to a Village near the Town,
tho* not within the Bills of Mortality, and finding
an empty Houfe there, enquires out the Owner,
and took the Houfe : After a few Da\ s he got a Cart

and loaded it with Goods, and carries them down
the People of the Village oppos'd his
to the Houfe
driving the Cart along, but with feme Arguings,
and fbme Force, the Men that drove the Cart along,
got through the Street up to the Door of the Houfe,
there the Conftable refifled him again, and would
The Man caused the
not let them be brought in.
Goods to be unloaden and lay'd at the Door, and
fent the Cart away; upon which they carr^'d the
;

Man

before a Juflice of Peace ; that is to fay, tiiey
The Juffice
to go^ which he did.
order'd him to caufe the Cart to fetch av»'ay the

commanded him

again, which he rsfufed to do ; upon which
the Juftice orderM the Conffable to purfue the Carters and fetch them back, and make them re-load
the Goods and carry them away, or to fet them in
the Stocks till they came for farther Orders ; and if
they could not jfind them, nor the Man would not
COTfeot to take them away, they iliould caufe them
to

Goods
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to be

of

drawn with Hooks from the Houfe-Door and

burnt in the Street.

The

poor

diftrefs'd

Man uj-

again, but with grievous
Cries and Lamentations at the hardfliip of his Cafe.
But there was no Remedy ; Self-prefervation obliged
the People to thofe Severities, which they wouM not

on

this fetched the

Goods

Whether this
otherwife have been concerned in
poor Man liv'd or dy'd I cannot tell, but it was reported that he had the Plague upon him at that
time ; and perhaps the People might report that to
juftify their Ufage of him j but it was not unlikely,
that either he or his Goods, or both, were dangerous,
when his whole Family had been dead of the Di:

ftemper To little a while before.
I kno' that the Inhabitants of the Towns adjacent to LondoHyWere much blamed for Cruelty to the
poor People that ran from the Contagion in their
Diftrefs and many very fevere things were done, as
maybe feen from what has been faid; but I cannot but
fay alfo that where there was room for Charity and
AiTiftance to the People, without apparent Danger
to themfelves, they were willing enough to help and
relieve them. But as every Town were indeed Judges in their own Cafe, fo the poor People who ran
a-broad in their Extremities, were often ill-ufed and
driven back again into the Town ; and this caufed
;

Exclamations and Out-cries againft the
Country Towns, and made the Clamour very popu-

infinite

lar.

yet more or lefs, maugre all their Caution,
was not a Town of any Note within ten (or I
believe twenty^ Miles of the City, but what was
more or lefs Infeded, and had fome died among
them. I have heard the Accounts of feyeral ; fuch as
they were reckoned up as follows.

And

there

In

the
In
In
In
In
In
In

32
Hornfey
58
Newington ij
Tottenham 42
Edmonton 19

Enfield

P
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IVare
160
Hodfdon
30
fValtham Ah. 2^
Epping
26
Hertford

E.

177

Brent-Wcod
70
Rumford
109
Barking abt. 200
Branford

432

Kingfton

122

Bar net and
Deptfvrd
623 Stanes
Hadly
231 Chertfey
43 Greenwich
Wind/or
Jn Sr. Albans 1 2 1 Ehham and
In Watford
Lufum
85
45
cum
InUxhridge iij Croydon
61

82
18
103
aliis.

Another thing might render the Country more
with refped to the Citizens, and efpccially
with refpeft ro the Poor and this was what I hinted at before, namely, that there was a feeming propenfity, or a wicked Inclination in thofc that were

ftrid

;

Infected to infod others.
There have been great Debates

among our PhyReafon of this fome will have it
to be in the Nature of theDireafe,and thit itimpreffes every one that isfeized upon by it, with a kind of
a Rage, and a hatred againft their own Kind, as if
there was a malignity, not only in the Diftemper to
communicate it felf, biitin the very Nature of Man,
prompting him with evil Will, or an evil Eye, that as
they fay in the Cafe of a mad Dog, who tho'' the gentleft Creature before of any of his Kind, yet then will
fly upon and bite any one that comes next him
and thofe as foon as any, who had been m.oli obferv'd
by him before.
Others placM it to the Account of the Coruption of humane Nature, which cannot bear to fee
ficians, as to the

;

more miferable than others of its own Specie,
and has a kind/ of involuntary Wifli, that all Med
were as unhappy, or in as bad a Condition as itfelh
Others fay, it was only a kind of Dsfperatiooj
not knowing or regarding what they did, and confequently unconcern*d at the Danger or Safety, not
only of any Body near them, but even of themfelves
itfelf

N
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indeed

I

R

when Men

S

of

are once

come

to a

Condition to abandon themfelves, and be unconcern'd For tiie Safety or at the Danger of themfelves,
if cannot be fo much wondered that they fliould be
carelefs of the Safety of other People.
But I choofe to give this grave Debate a quite
different turn, and anfvver it or relolve it all by
j

faying, 'That I do not

that the

gram the Fuel'
Thing is not

trary,

I fay,

that

was a general Complaint

it

On
really

rais'd

the confo, but

by the Peo-

ple inhabiting the out-lying Villages againft the Citizens, to jultify, or at leall excufe thcfe Hardftiips

Severities fo much talk'd of, and in which Complaints, both Sides may be faid to have injur 'd one
another ; that is to fay, the Citizens preffing to be

and

received and harboured in time of Diftrefs, and with
the Plague upon them, complain of the Cruelty and
Injuftice of the Country Peeople, in being refufed En-

trance,and forc'd back again with their Goods andFamilies and the Inhabitants finding themfelves fo impofed upon, and the Citizens breaking in as it were
upon them whether they would or no, complain,
that when they were infeded, they were not only
regardlefs of others, but even willing to infed themj
neither of which were really true, that is to fay, in

the Colours they were defcrib'd

in.

fomething to be faid for the frequent Alarms which were given to the Country, of
the refolution of the People in London to come out by
Force, not only for Relief, but to Plunder and Rob,
that they ran about the Streets with the Diand that
ftemper upon them without any control
no Care was taken to ftuit up Houfes, and confine
the fick People from infeding others ; whereas, to
do the Londoners Juffice, they never pradifed fuch
things,except in luch particular Cafes as I have menIt is true, there is

and fuch-like. On the other Hand evewas managed with fo much Care, and fuch
excellent Order was obferv'd in the whole City and
tioned above,

ry thing

Suburbs,

the

?

L
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Suburbs, by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen; and bythejuftices of the Peace, Churchwardens, &c. in the out-Parts ; that London may be a Pat-

World for the good GovernOrder that was every where

tern to all the Cities in the

ment and
licpr,

the excellent

even in the time of the moft violent Infedion

;

and when the People were in the utmoft Confternation and Diftrefs. But of this I fhall fpeak by itfelf.
One thing, it is to be obfervM, was owing principally to the Prudence of the Magiftrares, and ought
to be mentioned to their Honour, (viz,.} The Moderation which they ufed in the great and difficult
Work of fhutting up of Houfes It is true, as I have
mentioned, that the fhutting up of Houfes was a
great Subject of Difcontent, and I may fay indeed
the only Subjed ot Difcontent among the People at
that time ; for the confining the Sound in the fame
Houfe with the Sick, was counted very terrible, and
the Complaints of People fo confin'd were very grievous i they were heard into the very Streets, and
they were fom.etimes fuch that called for Refentment, tho' oftner for Compaffion ; they had no way
:

to converfe with any of their Friends but out at their
Windows, where they wou'd make fuch piteous La-

mentations, as often mov'd the Hearts of thofe they
talk'd with, and of ethers who paffing by heard their
Story; and as thofe Complaints oftentimes reproach'd
the Severity, and fometimes the Lifolence of the
Watchmen phcd at their Doors, thofe Watchmen
wou'd anfwer faucily enough and perhaps be apt to
aftront the People who were in theStreet talking to the
faid Families ; for which, or for their ill Treatment of
the Families, I think feven cr eight of them in feveral Places were kill'd I know not whether I fhou'd
fay murthered or not, becaufe I cannot enter into
the particular Cafes. It is true, the Watchmen were
on their Duty, and ading in the Poft where they
were placed by a lawful Authority ; and killing any
publick legal Officer in the Execution of his Office,
;

a

i,

s

;

i8o
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always in the Language of the Law call'd Murther.
But as they were not authoriz'd by the Magiftrate's
Inftrudions, or by the Power they acted under, to
be injurious or abuiive, either to the People who
were under their Obfervation, or to any that cpn-

is

cern'd themfelves for

them

;

fo

when

they did fo,they

not their Office;
to ad as private Perfons, not as Perfons employed
and coniequently if they brought Mifchief upon
themfelves by fuch an undue Behaviour, that Mifand indeed they
chief was upon their ov^n Heads
had fo much the hearty Curfes of the People, whether
that
whatever
befel them no
not,
they deferv'd it or
body pitied their, and every Body was apt to fay,
they deferv'd it, whatever it was nor do I remember that any Body was ever punifli'd, at ieaft to any
confiderable Decree, for whatever was done to tlie
Watchmen that guarded their Houfes,
What variety of Stratagems, were ufed to efcape
and get out ot Houfes thus fhut up, by which the
Watchmen were deceived or overpower'd, and that
the People got away, I have taken notice of already, and fhall fay no more to that But I fay the Magiftrates did moderate and eafe Families upon many
Occafions in this Cafe,and particularly in that of taking away,orfuftering to be removed the fick Perfons
out of fuch PJoufes,M hen they were willing to be removed either to a Peft-Houfe, or other Places, and
fometimes giving the well Perfons in the Fam4ily fo
fhut up, leave to remove upon Information given
that they were well,and that they would confine themfelves in fuch Houfes where they went, fo long as
fhould be required of them. The Concern alfo of the
Magiflrates for the fupplying fuch poor Families as
were infedted ; I fay, fupplying them with Neceffaries, as well Phyfick as Food, was very great, and in
which they did not content themfelves with giving
the necefl'ary Orders to the Officers appointed, but
the Aldermen in Perfon, and on Horfeback frequently

might be

faid to

aft themfelves,

;

;

:

?

the
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rid to fuch Houfes, and caus'd the People to be

S

i

askM

Windows, whether they were duly attendAlfo, whether they wanted anything
that was neceffary, and if the Officers had conftanrtheir Melfages, and fetch'd them fuch things
ly carry
at their

ed, or not?

as they wanted, or not

Affirmative,

was

?

And

if

they anfvvered in the

but if they complain'd,
fupply'd, and that the Officer did

all

well

;

that they were ill
not do his Duty, or did not treat them civilly, they
( the Officers ) were generally remov'd, and others

placM

in their ftead.

Complaint might be unjuft, and
had fuch Arguments to ufe as would
convince theMagiftrate.that he was right,and that the
People had injur'd him, he was continued, and they
It

is

true, fuch

if the Officer

But

could not weli bear a parcould very ill be
brought face to face, and a Complaint could not be
well heard and anfwer'd in the Street, from the Windows, as was the Cafe then ; the Magiftrates therereproved.

this part

ticular Inquiry,

for the Parties

and remove
Wrong, and of
the leafl ill Confequencci fceing,if the Watchman was
injured yet they could readily make him amends by
giving him another Poll of 'he like Nature but if
the Family was injur'd, there was no Satisfaftion

fore generally chofe to favour the People,

the

Man, as what feem'd to be

the leaft

;

could be

made

Damage

to them, the

perhaps being

it concern'd their Lives.
great variety of thefe Cafes frequently happened
between the Watchmen and the poor People fliuc up,

irreparable, as

A

befides thofe I formerly mentioned about efcaping

;

fometimes the Watchmen were abfent, fometimes
fometimes afleep when the People wanted
them, and fuch never fail'd tobepunifti'dfeverely, as

drunk,

indeed they deferv'd.
after all that was or could be done in thefeCathe fliutting up of Houfes, fo as to confine thofe
that were well, with thofe that were fick, had very

But

fes,

great Inconveniences in

it,

N

and fome that were very
3

"

tragical
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and which merited to have been confider'd
if there had been room for it ; but it was authorized
by a Law, it had the publick Good in view, as the
End chiefly aim*d at, and all the private Injuries that
were done by the putting it in Execution, muft be
put to the account of the publick Benefit.
in the
It
is doubtful to this day, whether
whole it contributed any thing to the flop of the
for noInfedion, and indeed, I cannot fay it did
thing could run with greater Fury and Rage than
the Infedion did when it was in its chief Violence
tho* the Houfes infefted were fhut up as exaftly, and
tragical,

;

;

Certain it is, that if
as effedually as it waspolfible.
all the infeded Perfons were effectually fhut in, no
found Perfon could have been infeded by them, becaufe they could not have

come near them.

But

the

touch it here, namely, that the Infedion was propagated infenfibly, and
by fuch Perfons as were not vifibly infeded, who neither knew who they infeded, or who they were in-

Cafe was this, and

I fhall only

feded by.

A

Ploufe in White- Chapel was fhut up for the fake
of one infeded Maid, who had only Spots, not the
Tokens come out upon her, and recovered ; yet thefe
People obtained no Liberty to ftir, neither for Air or
Exercife forty Days ; wane of Breath, Fear, Anger,
Vexation, and all the other Griefs attending fuch an
injurious Treatment, cafl: the Miflrefs of the Family into a Fever, and Vifitors came into the Houfe,
and faid it was the Plague, tho' the Phyficians declared
it was not; however the Family were obligM to begin their Quarantine anew, on the Report of the Viiiror or Examiner, tho' their former Qtiarantinc
wanted but a few Days of being finifh'd. This opprefs'd them fo with Anger and Grief, and, as before,
ftraitenM them alfo fo much as to Room, and for
want of Breathing and free Air, that mofb of the Fa-

mily

fell

fick,

one of one Diftemper, one of another,
a violent ChoUch

chiefly Scorbutick Ailments,- only one

;

the

h h G
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Mil after feveral prolongings of their Confinement,
fomc or other of thofe that came in with' the Vilitors
to infpedt the Perfons that were ill, in hopes of releafing them, brought the Diftemper with them, and
infeaed the whole Houfe, and all or mod of them
died, not of the Plague, as really upon them before,
but of the Plague that thofe People brought chem,who
fliould ha' been careful to have proteded them from it;
and this was a thing which frequently happened, and

was indeed one of the worll Confequences of Hiutting"
Houfes up.
I had about this time a little Hardfhip put upon
me, which I was at firft greatly afflicted at, and very

much difturb'd about
me to anyDifafter
;

tho' as

it

prov'd,

it

did not ex-

was being appointed
by the Alderman of Portfoken Ward, one of the Examiners of the Houfes in the Precind where I liv'd
we had a large Parifli, and had no lefs than eighteen
Examiners, as the Order call'd us, the People call'd
us Vifitors.
I endeavour'd with all my might to be
excus'd fromfuchan Employmenc,and ufed many Arguments with the Alderman's Deputy to be excus'd
particularly I alledged, that I was againft fhutting
up Houfes at all, and that it would be very hard to
oblige rae, to be an Inftrument in that vvhich was againfl my Judgment, and which I did verily believe
would not anfvver the End it was intended ibrj but all
the Abatement I could get was only, that whereas
the Officer was appointed bymy Lord Mayor to continue two Months, I fliould be oblige*J to hold it but
three Weeks, on Condition, neverthelefs that I could
then get fome other fufficient Houfe-keeper to ferve
the reiT: of the Time for me, which was, in fliort, but
a very fmall Favour, it being very difficult to get any
Man to accept of fuch an Employmenr, that was fit
to be intruded with it.
It is true that fhutting up of Houfes had one Efnamely,
fect, which Ian fenfible was of Moment,
it confined the diftemper'd People, who would otherpofe

;

and

this

;

H4

w'ifs
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wife have been both very troublefome and very dangerous in rheir running about Streets with the Difiemper upon them, which when they were dilirious,
tiiey would have done in a moft frightful manner ; and
as indeed they began to do at firfl very much, "till
they were thusreftrainM nay, fo very open they were,
that the Poor would go about and beg at peoples
Doors, and fay they had the Plague upon them, t.n 1
beg Rags for their Sores, or both, or any thing
that dilirious Nature happenM to think of.
poor uuhappy Gentlewoman, a fubftantial Citizen's Wife was ( if the Story be true ) murther'd
by one of thefe Creatures in Alderfgate-fireet, or that
Way He was going along the Street, raving mad to
be fure, and finging, the People only'faid, he was
but he himfelf faid, he had the Plague upon
drunk
;

A

:

;

and meeting this
it feems, was true
Gentlewoman, he would kifs her; fhe was terribly
frighted as he was only a rude Fellow, and file run
from him, but the Street being very thin of People,
there was no body near enough to help her Whcnlhc
fee he would overtake her, Ibe turned, and gave him
a Thruil: fo forcibly, he being but weak, and pufli'd
him down backward But very unhappily, flie being
fonear, he caught hold of her, and pull'd her dow n
alfo; and getting up firft, maiter'd her, and kifs'd
and which was w orft of all, when he had done,
her
him, which,

;

:

:

;

he had the Plague, and why fliouid not file
She was frighted enough before, being alio young wirh Child; but when fhe
heard him (ay, he had the Plague, llie fcream'd out
told

b.er

have

it

as well as he.

fell down in a Swoon, or in a Fit, which tho'
recover'd a little, yet kil^d her in a very few
Days, and I never heand wliether fhe had the Plague

and
ftie

or no.

came, and knock'd at the
Houfe. where they knew him very
well the Servant let him in, and being told the Ma(ler of the Houfe was above, hs ran up, and came

Another

DcoY of a

infected Perfon

Citizen's

;

into

the
into the

Room

to
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whole Family was at

upper
They began to rife up a lirtle furpriz'd,
not kw ing what the Matter was, but he bid
them fit flill, he only came to take his leave of them.
where are you goThey ask'd him, Why Mr.
ing ? Going, fays he, I have got the Sicknefs, and
iball die to morrow Night.
' Tis
eafie to believe,
though not to defcribe the Confternation they were
:

—

the Women and the Man's Daughters which
were but little Girls, were frighted almoft to Death,
and got up, one running out at one Door, and one
at another, fome down-Stairs and fome up-Stairs,
and getting together as well as they could, lock'd
themfelves into their Chambers, and fcreamed out
at theWindow for Help, as if they had been frighted
out of their Wits: The Mafter more composed than
they, tho' both frighted and provoked, was going
to lay Hands on him, and thro' him down Stairs,
being in a Paffion, but then confidering a little the
Condition of the Man and the Danger of touching
him, Horror feiz'd his Mind, and he flood ft ill like
one aftoniflied. The poor diftemper'd Man all this
all in,

while, being as well difeas'd in his Brain as in his
ftill like one amaz'd ; at length he turns

Body, ftood

round, Ay ! fays he, with all the feeming calmnefs
imaginable. Is it fo with you all ! Are you all difiurb'd
at me ? why then til e'en go home and die there. And
fo he goes immediately down Stairs : The Servant
that had let him in goes down after him with a Candle, but was afraid to go paft him and open the
Door, fo he ftood on the Stairs to fee what he wou'd
do ; the Man went and open'd the Door, and went
out and flung the Door after him It was fome
:

while before the Family recover'd the Fright, but
as no ill Confequence attended, they have had occafion fince to fpeak of it (you may be furej with
Tho' the Man was gone it was
great Satisfadion.
fome time,nay. as I heard, fome Days before they recovered themfelves of the Hurry they were in, nor
did

Memoirs^/
did they go up and down the Houfe with any aflurance, till they had burnt a great variety of Fumes
and Perfumes in all the Rooms, and made a great
many Smoaks of Pitch, of Gunpowder, and of Sulphur,all feparately fhifted

and the

like

:

As

;

and wafhed

to the poor

their Clothes,

Manwhether he

liv'd or

dy'd I don't remember.
It is moft certain, that if by the Shutting up of
Houfes the lick had not been confined, multitudes
who in the height of their Fever were Dilirious and
Diftracted, wou*d ha' been continually running up
and down the Streets, and even as it was, a very
great number did fo, and offered all forts of Violence
to thofe they met, even juft as a mad Dog runs on
and bites at everyone he meets; nor can I doubt but
that fliou'd one of thofe infeded difeafed Creatures
have bitten any Man or Woman, while the Frenzy
of the Diftemper was upon them, they, I mean the
Perfon fo wounded, wou'd as certainly ha' been incurably infeded, as one that was fick before and had
the Tokens upon him.
I heard of one infeded Creature, who running ouf
of his Bed in his Shirt, in the anguilh and agony of
his Swellings, of which he had three upon him, got
his Shoes on and went to put on his Coat, but the
Nurfe refill: ing and fnatching the Coat from him, he
threw her down, run over her, run down Stairs
and into the Street diredly to the Thames in his
Shirt, the Nurfe running after him, and calling to
the Wa^ch to flop him; but the Watchmen frighted at the Man, and afraid to touch him, let him go
on up(on which he ran down to the Scill-yard Stairs,
threw away his Shirt, and plung'd into the Thames,
and, being a good fwimmer, fwam quite over the
River and the Tide being coming in, as they call
it, that is running Weft-ward, he reached the Land
not till he came about the Falcon Stairs, where landing, and finding no People there, it being in the Night,
;

;

he ran about the Streets there, Naked as he was,

for
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when it being by that time High-water,
River again, and fwam back to the Still-

a good while,

he takes the

yard, landed, ran up the Streets again to his own
Houfe, knocking at the Door, went up the Scairs,
and into his Bed again; and tliat this terrible Experiment curM him of the Plague, th:it is to fay, that
the violent Motion of his Arms and Legs ilretchM
the Parts where the Swellings he had upon him were,
is to fay under his Arms and his Groin, and
caufed them to ripen and break and that the cold
of the Water abated the Fever in his Blood.
I have only to add, that I do not relate this any
more than fome of the other, as a Faft within my
own Knowledge, fo as that I can vouch the Truth of
them, and efpecially that of the Man being cur'd by
the extravagant Adventure, which I confefs I do not
think very pollible, but it may ferve to confirm the
many defperate Things which the diPcrefsM People
falling into, Diliriums, and xvhat we call Lightheadednefs, were frequently run upon at that time, and
how infinitely more fuch there wcu'd ha' been, if
fuch People had not been confined by the fiiutting up
and this I take to be the beft, if not the
of Houfes
only good thing which was performed by that fevere

that

;

,•

Method.

On the other Hand, the Complaints and the Murmurings were very bitter againft the thing itfelf.
It would pierce the Hearts cf all that came by
to hear the piteous Cries ofthofe infecced People,

who

being thus out of their Underflandings by the Violence of their Pain, or the heat of their Blood, were
either fhut in, or perhaps ty\i in their Beds and Chairs^
to prevent their doing themfelves Hurt, and who
wou'd make a dreadful outcry at their being confin'd,
and at their being not permitted to die at large, as
they call'd it, and as they wou'd ha' done before.
This running of diftemper'd People about the
Streets was very difmal, and the Magifirates did
their utmofl to prevent it, but as it was generally in
I

I

the
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thcNightandalvvaysfuddenjwhen fuch attempts were
made, the Officers cou'd not be at hand to prevent it,
and even when any got out in the Day, the -Officers
appointed did not care to meddle with them,becaufe,
as they were all grievoufly infected to kfure when they
were come to that Height, (o they were more than
ordinarily infedious, and it was one of the moft dangerous Things that cou'd be to touch them ; on the
other Hand,they generally ran,on not knowing what
they did, till they dropp'd down flark Dead, or till
they had exhaufied their Sptrits fojas that they wou*d
fall and then die in perhaps half an Hour or an Hour,
and which was moft piteous to hear, they were fure
to come to them/elves intirely in that half Hour or
Hour, and then to make moft grievous and piercing

Cries and Lamentations in the deep afiliding Senfe
of the Condition they were in. This was much of it
before theOrder forfhutting upofHoufes wasftridtly put in Execution, for at firfl the Watchmen were
not fo vigorous and fevere, as they were afterward in the keeping the People in that is to fay, before they were, I mean fome of them, feverely pu;

Negled, failing in their Duty, and
were under their Care (lip away,
or connniving at their going abroad whether Tick or,
well. But after they f.iw the Officers appointed to
examine into their Condu6t, were refclv'd to have
them do their Duty, or be punifh'd for the omiffion,
they were more exact, and the People were ftrictly
which was a thing they took fo ill, and
reftrain'd
nifh'd for their

letting People wlio

;

bcre fo impatiently, that their Difcontents can hardly be defcrib'd Bet tiiere was an abfolute Neceffity
for ic, that muftbe confefs^d, unlefs fome other Meafures had been timely enrer'd upon, and it was too
:

iate for that.
tin's particular of the Sick's been reftrain'd
been our C ife at that time, London wou'd
ha' been the moft dreadful Place that ever was in
the World, there wou'd for ought I kno* have as

riad not

as above,

many

the
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many People

dy'd in the Streets as dy'd in their
Houfes; for when the Diftmper was at its height,

it

generally

when

made them Raving and

ihey were

Dilirious,

keep in their Beds but by Force

to

and

they wou'd never be perfwaded

fo,

;

and many

who were not ty'd,threw
when

themfelves outof Windows,
they found they cou'd not get leave to go out

cf their Doors.

want of People converfing one with atime of Calamity, that it was
impoffible any particular PeiTon cou'd come at the
Knowledge of all the extraordinary Cafes that occurrM in difterent Families and particularly I believe it was never known to this Day how mary
People in their Diliriums drowned themfelves in the
It

was

nother,

for

in

this

j

Thames, and in the River which runs from the Marihtshy Hackney, which we generally caird/^^^r^ River,
as to thofe which were fet down
or Hackney River
in the Weekly Bill, the) were indeed few ; nor cou'd
it be known of any of thofe, whether they drowned
themfelves by Accident or not
But I believe, I
might reckon up more, who, within the compafs of
my Knowledge or Obfervaticn, really drowned themlelves in that Year, than are put down in the Bill of
all put together, for m^any of the Bodies were never
found, whojyet were known to be fo lofl; and the like
;

:

in other

Methods of

One Man

in

Self-Deilru6tion.l'here was alfo
or about PVtitecrofs-flreet^ burnt himfelf

Death in his Bed fome faid it was dene by himothers that it was by the Treachery of the
Nurfe that attended him but that he had the Plague
upon him was agreed by all.
It was a merciful Difpofition of Providence aHo,
and which I have many times thought of at that
to

;

felf,

;

time, that no Fires, or no confiderable ones at leafl:,
happened in the City, during that Year, which, if it
had been otherwife, w'ould have been very dreadful;
and either the People muft have let them alone un-

qiienched, or haye

come together

in great

Crowds
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ipo

of

and Throngs, unconcerned at the Danger of the In*
fection, not concerned at the Houfes they went into,
at the Goods they handled, or at the Perfons or the
People tht7 came among
But fo it was that excepting that in Cri^plegate Parifh, and two or three
little Eruptions ot Fires, which were prefently extinguifh'd, there was no Difafter of that kind happened in the whole Year.
They told us a Story of
a Houfe in a Place call'd Swan-Alley^ paffing trom
Gofiveli-Jireet near the End of Oldfireet into St. Johnflreety that a Family was infeded there, in fo territhe
ble a Manner that every one of the Houfe died
laft Perfon lay dead on the Floor, and as it is fuppofed,
had laid her felf all along to die juft before the Fire
the Fire, it feems had fallen from its Place, being of
Wood, and had taken hold of the Boards and the Joifts
they lay on, and burnt as far as juft to the Body, but
had not taken hold of the dead Body,tho' fhe had little more than her Shift on, and had gone out of itfelf,
not hurting the Reft of the Houfe, tho' it was a
:

;

j

flight

Timber

Floufe.

How

true this might be, I

do not determine, but the City being

to fufter fe-

verely the next Year by Fire, this Year

it felt very
of that Calamity.
Indeed confidering the Deliriums, which the Agony threw People into, and how I have mentioned in
their Madnefs, when they were alcne, they did many defperate Things ; it was very ftrange there were
no more Difafters of that kind.
It has been frequently ask'd me, and I cannot fay,
that I ever knew how to give a dired Anfwer to it,
it came to pafs that fo many infeded People
appeared abroad in the Streets, at the fame time that
the Houfes which were infeded were fo vigilantly
fearched,and all of them ihutup and guarded as they
were.
I confefs, I know not what Anfwer to give to this,
unlefs it be this, that in fo great and populous a City

little

How

as this

is, it

w.is impoffible to difcover every

Houfe
that

the
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was infeded as foon as it was
the Houfes that were infeded

that
all

ipi
or to fhut up
fo that People

fo,
:

had the Liberty of going about the Streets, even
where they pleafed, unlefs they were known to belong to Inch and fuch infeded Houfes.
It is true, that asfeveral Phyficians told my Lord
Mayor, the Fury of the Contagion was fuch at fome
particular Times, and People ficken'd fo faft, and
died fo foon, that it was impoffible and indeed to no
purpofe to go about to eiiquire who was fick and who
was well, or to fhut them up wich fuch Exadnefs,
as the thing required aiiroft every Houfe in a whole
j

Street being inieded, ard in n^.any Places every Perfon infome of the Houfes,- and that which wasftill

worfe, by the time that the Houfes were known to
be infeded, moft of the Perions infeded would be
ftone dead, and the rell run away for Fear of being fhut up fo that it was to very fmali Purpofe, to
them infeded Houfes and iliut them up;" the
Infedion having ravaged, and taken its Leave of the
;

call

Houfe, before it was really known, that the Family
was any way touched.
This might be fufHcient to convince any reafonable Perfon, that as it was not in the Pov/er of the
MagiftrateSj or of any humane Methods or Policy,
to prevent the fpreading the Infedion
fo that this
;

way

of fhutting.up of

Houfes was perfedly infuffiit feemed to have no m.an-

cient for that End. Indeed

ner of publick Good in it, equal or proportionable
to the grievous Burthen that it was to the particular
Families, that were fo fhut up and as far as I was
*,

employed by the publick

in direding that Severity

found occafion to
pable of anfwering the End.

,

was incaFor Example as I
was defired as a Vifitor or Examiner to enquire
into the Particulars of feveral Families which wer«
infeded, we fcarce came to any Houfe where
I frequently

fee,

that

it

the Plague had vifibly appeared in the Family, but
fome of the Family were Fled and gone the

that

Magi-

I

M
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Magiftrates would refent this, and charge the Examiiiers with being remifs in their Examination or
Inipedion But by that means Houfes were long in:

it was known. Now, as I was in this
dangerous Office but half the appointed time, which

fected before

was two Months, it was long enough to inform
myfelf, that we were no way capable of coming at
the Knowledge oi the true ftate of any Family, but
by enquiring'at the Door, or of the Neighbours as
for going into every Houfe to fearch, that was a part,
no Authority wou'd offer to impofe on the Inhabi;

tants, or

any Citizen woud undertake, for

it

wouM

ha' been expofing us to certain Infection and Death,
and to the Ruine of our own Families as well as of

ourfelves nor wou'd any Citizen of Probity, and
that cou'd be depended upon, have ftaid in the Town,
if they had been made liable to fuch a Severity.
Seeing then that we cou'd come at the certainty
of Things by no Method but that of Enquiry of the
Neighbours, or of the Family, and on that we cou'd
not juftly depend, it was not poffible, but that the
incertainty of this Matter wou'd remain as above.
It is true, Mafters of Families were bound by the
Order, to give Notice to the Examiner of the Place
wherein he liv'd, w ithin two Hours after he fhouM
difcover it, of any Perfon being lick in his Houfe,
that is to fay, having Signs of the Infedion, but they
found fo many ways to evade this, and excufe their
Negligence, that they feldom gave that Notice, till
they had taken Meafuresto have every one Efcape out
of the Houfe, who had a mind to Efcape, whether
they were Sick or Sound ; and while this was fo, it
iseafie to fee, that the fhutting up of Houfes was

no way to be depended upon, as a

fufficient

Method

putting a flop to the Infedion, becaufe, as I have
faid elfewhere, many of thofe that fo went out of
thofe infeded Houfes, had the Plague really upon
them, tho' they might really think themfelves Sound:
for

And feme

of thefe were the People that walkM the
Streets

:

the
Streets

till

they

P

fell
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down Dead, not

fuddenly ftruck with the

E.

ipj

that they

were

Diftempcr,

as

with a

Bullet that killM with the Stroke, but that they
really had the Infection in their Blood long before,
only, that, as it prey'd fccretly on the Vitals, it ap-

pearM not till it feiz'd the Heart with a mortal Power, and the Patient died in a Moment, as with a fudden Fainting, or an Apopleftick Fit.

know

that fome,even of our Phyficians,thought,
time, that thofe People that fo died in the
Streets, were feiz'd but that Moment they fell, as if
they had been touch'd by a Stroke from Heaven, as
Men are kill'd by a flafh of Lightnings but they found
Reafon to alter their Opinion afterward ; for upon
examining the Bodies of fuch after they were Dead,
they always either had Tokens upon them, or other
evident Proofs of the-Diftemper having been longer
upon them, than they had otherwife expeded.
This often was the Reafon that, as I have faid,
we, that were Examiners, were not able to come at
the Knowledge of the Infection being enterM into
a Houfe, till it was too late to fhut it up ; and fometimes not till the People that were left, were all Dead.
In Petticoat-Lane two Houfes together were infeded,
and feveral People fick but the Diftemper was fo
well conceard, the Examiner, who was my iNeighbour, got no Knowledge of it, till Notice was fent
him that the People were all Dead, and that the
I

for

a

;

Carts fhould call there to fetch them away. The
two Heads of the Families concerted their Meafures,
and fo ordered their Matters, as that when the Ex-

aminer was in the Neighbourhood, they appeared
generally one at a time, and anfwered, that is, lied
for one another, or got fome of the Neighbourhood
to fay they were all in Health, and perhaps knew no
better, till Death making it impoffible to keep it any
longer as a Secret, the dead-Carts were call'd in
the Night, the Houfes to both, and fo it became

O

publick
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But when the Examiner orderM the Con(table to ffiut up the Houfes, there was no Body left
in them but three Peoplc^two in one Houle, and one
in the other juft dying, and a Nurfe in each Houfe,
who acknowledged that they had buried five before^
that the Houfes had been inteded nine or ten
Days, and that for all the reft of the two Families,
which were many, they were gone, fome fick, fome
well, or whether lick or well could not be known.
In like manner, at another Houfe in the fame
Lane, a Man having his Family inteded, but very
publick

:

unwilling to be fliut up, when he could conceal it
no longer, fhut up himfelf that is to fay, he fet the
great red Crofs upon his Door with the words Lord
HAVE Mr.RCY UPON US ; and fo deluded the Examiner, who fuppos'd it had been done by the Conftable,
by Order of the other Examiner, for there were two
Examiners to every Diftrid or Precincl by this
;

;

means he had free egrefs and regrefs into his Houfe
again, and out of it, as he pleas'd notwithftanding it
wasinfefted ^till at length his Stratagem was found
out, and then he, with the found part of his Servants
and Family, made off and efcaped ; fo they were not

up at all.
Thefe things made it very hard, if not impolTible,
as J have /aid, to prevent the fpreading of an Infection by the fhutting up of Houfes, unlefs the people would think the fhutting up of their Houfes no
Grievance, and be fo willing to have it done, as
that they wou'd give Notice duly and faithfully to
ftiut

the Magiftrates of their being infe6ted, as foon as it
:
But as that can not be

was known by themfelves

expected from them, and the Examiners can not
be fuppofed, as above, to go into their Houfes to
vifit and and fearch, all the good of fliutting up Houfes, will be defeated, and few Houfes will be fhut iip
in time, except thofe of the Poor, who can not conceal

it,

and of fome People

who will be difcover'd

by

Yi^^
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Terror and Confternation which the Thing
put them into.
I got myfelf difcharg'd of the dangerous Office I
the

was
I

Icon as I cou'd get another admitted, who
for a little Mony to accept of it ; and

in, as

had obtained

fb, inftead of ferving the two'Months, wiiich was direded, I was not above three Weeks in it; and a
great while too, confidering it was in che Month of
Augiifi, at which time the Diftemper began to rage
with great Violence at our end of the Town.
In the execution of this Office, I cou'd not refraiii
fpeakingmy Opinion among my Neighbours, as to
this fliucting up the People in their Houfes^ in which
we faw moil evidently the Severities that were ufed
tho^ grieVius in themfelves^ hadalfo this particular Objedion againft them, namely, that they did not anfwer the Yxid,as Ihime faidy but that the diflemper'd
People went Day by Day about the Streets; and it
was our united Opinion, that a Method to have removed the Sound from the Sick in Cafe of a particular Houfe being vilited, wou'd ha' been much
more reafonable on many Accounts, leaving no Body
with the fick Perfons, but fuch as fhou^'d on fuch
Occafion requeft to ftay and declare themfelves content to be ftiut up with them.

Our Scheme for removing thofe that were Sound
from thofe that were Sick, was only in fuch Houfes
as were inteded, and confining the lick v%^as no Confinement thofe that cou'd not ftir, wou*d net complain,whilethey were in their Senfes, and v.'hile they
had the Power of judging Indeed, when they came
to be Dilirious and Light-headed, then they wou'd
cry out of the Cruelty of being confin'd ; but for the
removal of thofe that were well, we thought it highly reafonable and juft, for their own fakes, they
fhou'd be removed from the Sickj and that, for other
People's Safety, they fliou'd keep retired for a while,
;

:

O

2

to

Memoirs

1^6

(?/

to fee that they were found, and might not infed
others ; and we thought twenty or thirty Days enough
for this.

Now certainly, if Houfes had been provided on
purpofe for thofe that were found to perform this demy Quarantine in, they wou*d have much lefs Reafon to think themfelves injured in fuch a reftraint,
than in being confined with infeded People, in tiie
Houfes where they liv'd.
It is here, however, to be obferv'd, that after the
Funerals became fo many, that People could not
Toli the Bell, Mourn, or Weep, or wear Black for
one another, as they did befcre i no, nor fo much as
make Coffins for thofe that died fo atter a while the
fury of the Infection appeared to be fo encreafed,
that in ftiort, they fhut up noHoufes at all it feem'd
enough that all the Remedies of that Kind had been
ufed till they were found fruitlefs, and that the
plague fpread itfelf with an irrefiftible Fury, fothat,
as the Fire the fucceeding Year, fpread itfelf and
burnt with fuch Violence, that the Citizens in
Defpair, gave over their Endeavours to extinguifh
it, fo in the Plague, ic came at laft to fuch Violence
that the People fat ftill looking at one another, and
feem'd quite abandoned to Defpair ; whole Streets
feem'd to be defolated, and not to be fhut up only,
but to be emptied of their Inhabitants ; Doors were

"

;

open,Windows flood fbattering with the Wind in
empty Houfes, for want of People to fliut them In
a Word, People began to give up themfelves to their
Fears, and to think that all regulations and Methods
were in vain, and that there was nothing to be hoped for> but an univerfal Defolation and it was e-

left

:

,

;

ven in the height of this general Defpair, that

it

pleafed God to flay his Hand, and to flacken the
Fury of the Contagion, in fuch a manner as was even furprizing like its beginning, and demonflrated
it to

be his

own

particular

Hand, and that above,

if

not

:

I
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not without the Agency of Means, as I fhall take
Notice of in its proper Place.
But I muft ftill fpeak of the Plague as in its height,
raging even to Defolation, and the People under
the mcft dreadful Confternation, even, as I have faid,
to Defpair.
It is hardly credible to what ExcefTes
the Faffions of Men carry'd them in this Extremity
of the Diftemper ; and this Part, 1 think, was as
moving as the reft \ What cou'd afted a Man in his
full PowTr of Refleftion ; and what could make
deeper Impreffions on the Soul, than to fee a Man
almoft Naked and got out of his Houfe, or perhaps
out of his Bed into the Street, come out of HarrowAlley, a populous Conjundiion or Collcftion of Alleys, Courts, and Paliages, in the
Butcher-row
in WhitechapfeU I fay, What could be more Affeding, than to fee this poor Man come out into the
open Street, run Dancing and Singing, and making
a thoufand antick Geftures, with five or fix Women
and Children running after him, crying, and calling
upon him, for the Lord's fake to come back, and entreating the help of others to bring him back, but
all in vain, no Body daring to lay a Hand upon him,
or to come near him.
This was a moft grievous and afHifting thing to

me, who

fee it all

from

my own Windows

;

for all

poor afflided Man, was, as I obferv'd
it, even then in the utmoft Agony of Pain, having,
as they faid, two Swellings upon him, which cou'd
but by
not be brought to break, or to fuppurate
laying ftrong Caufricks on them, the Surgeons had, it
feemSjhopes to break them,whichCauftiGks were then
upon him, burning his Flefh as with a hot Iron : I
cannot fay what became of this poor Man, but I
think he continued roving about in that manner till
he fell down and Died.
No wonder the Afped of the City itfelf was frightful, the ufual concourfe of People in the Streets,
this while, the

,•

O

3
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be fupplied from our end of the

the Exchange was not kept fhut
;
was no more frequented the Fires
were left they had been almoft extingui^lled for
But
fon e Days by a very fmart and hafty Rain
that was not all, fome of the Phyficians infifted that
they were not only no Benefit, but injurious to the
Health of People This they made a loud Clamour
about, and corapiain'd to the Lord Mayor about it:
On the other Hand, others of the fame Faculty,
and Eminent too, oppos'd them, and gave their
Reafons why the Fires were and mufl: be ufeful to

indeed, but

abated
it

;

j

:

:

aflwage the Violence of the Diftemper. I cannot
give a lull Account of their Arguments on both
Sides, only this I remember, that they cavil'd very
much with one another ; fome were tor Fires, but
that they muft be made of Wood and not Coal,
and oJ" particular forts of Wood too, fuch as Fir in
particular, or Cedar, becaufe of the ftrong effluvia
cf Turpentine; Others were for Coal and not Wood^
becaufe of the Sulphur and Bitumen ; and others
were for neither one or other. Upon the whole,
the Lord Mayor ordered no more Fires, and efpecially on thisAccount,namely, that the Plague was fo
fierce that they faw evidently it defied all Means and
rather feemed to encreafe than decreafe upon any
application to check and abate it ; and yet this
Amazement of the Magiftrat.es, proceeded rather
from want of being able to apply any Means fuccefsfully, than from any unw illingnels either to expofe themfelves, or undertake the Care and Weight
of Bufinefs ; for, to do them Juftice, they neither
but nothing
fpared their Pains or their Perfons
anfwer'd, the Infection rag'd, and the People were
-now frighted and terrified to the laft Degree, fo
that, as I may fay, they gave themfelves up, and, as
I mention'd above, abandoned themfelves to their
;

jbefpair.

I
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me

obferve here, that when I fay the People abandoned themfelves to Defpair, I do not mean
to what Men call a religious Defpair, or a Defpair
of their eternal State, but I mean a Defpair of their
being able to efcape the Infeftion, or to out-live the
Plague, which they faw was fo raging and fo irrefiftible in its Force, that indeed few People that

But

let

were touched with it in its height about Augufl, and
And, which is very particular, contrary to its ordinary Operation in June and July^
and the beginning of Auguft, when, as I have obferv'd many were infeded, and continued fo many
Days, and then went off, after having had the Poifon in their Blood a long time but now on the contrary, moft of the People who were taken during
the two laft Weeks in Augufi, and in the three
September^ efcap'd

:

;

firft

Weeks in
Days

or three

generally died

September,

at fartheft,

fame Day they were taken

;

many

and

in two
the very

Whether the Dog-days,

our Aftrologers pretended to exprefs themfelves, the Influence of the Dog-Star had that malignant Effed i or all thofe who had the feeds of
Infection before in them, brought it up to a maturity at that time altogether I know not i but this
was the time when it was reported, that above
3o©o People died in one Night
and they that
wou'd have us believe they more critically obferv'd
it, pretend to fay, that they all died within the fpace
of two Hours, (viz..') Between the Hours of Oneand three in the Morning.
As to the Suddennefs of People's dying at this time
more than before, there were innumerable Inftances
of it, and I could name feveral in my Neighbourhood one Family without the Barrs, and not far
from me, were all feemingly well on the Monday,
being Ten in Family, that Evening one Maid and
one Apprentice were taken ill, and dy'd the next Morning, when the other Apprentice and two Children
or as

;

;

were

»;

Memoirs

200

of

were touched, whereof one dy'd the fame Evening,
and the other two on Wednefday In a Word, by
Saturday at Noon, the Matter, Miftrefs, four Children and four Servants were all gone, and the Houfe
left entirely empty, except an ancient Woman, who
came in to take Charge of the Goods for the Mafter
of the Family's Brother, who liv'd not far off, and
who had not been fick.
Many Houfes were then left defolate, all the People being carry 'd away dead, and efpecially in an
Alley farther, on the jfame Side beyond the Barrs,
going in at the Sign of Mofes and Aaron there were
feveral Houfes together, which (they faid)hadnot one
Perfon left alive in them, and fome that dy'd laft in
feveral of thofe Houfes, were left a little too long before they were fetched out to be bury'd ; the Reafon
of which was not as fome have written very untruly,
that the living were not fufficient to bury the dead
but that the Mortality was fo great in the Yard ov
Alley, that there v/as no Body left to give Notice to
the Buriers or Sextons, that there were any dead Bodies there to be bury'd. It was faid,howtrue I know
nor, that fome of thofe Bodies were fo much corrupted, and fo rotten, that it was with Difficulty they
were carryM and as the Carts could not come any
nearer than to the Alley-Gate in the high Street, it
was fo much the more difficult to bring them along
but I am not certain how many Bodies were then
left, I am fure that ordinarily it was not fo.
As I have mention'd how the People were brought
into a Condition to defpair of Life and abandon
themfelves, fo this very Thing had a ftrange Effedt
among us for three or four Weeks, that is, it made
them bold and venturous, they were no more fliy of
one another, or reftrained within Doors, but went
any where and every where, and began to converfe
one would fay to another, I do not ask you how you
are, or fay how I am, it is certain we lhaU all go.
:

*,

;

the

?
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no Matter who is fick or who is found, and fo
they run defperately into any Place or any Company.
As it brought the People into publick Company,
fo it was furprizing how it brought them to crowd
into the Churches, they inquired no more into w ho

fo 'tis

they fat near tOjOr far from, what ofl"en{ive Smells they
merwith, or what condition thePeople feemed to be
in, but looking upon themfelves ail as fo many dead
Corpfes, they came to the Churches without the ieaft
Caution, and crowded together, as if their Lives
were of no Confequence, compared to the Work
which they came about there : Indeed, the Zeal
which they fhew'd in Coming, and the Earneftnefs
and Affedion they ftiew'd in their Attention to what

they heard, made it manifeft what a Value People
would all put upon the Worlhip of God, if they
thought every Day they attended at the Church
that it would be their Laft.
Nor was it without other ftrange Effects, for it
took away all Manner of Prejudice at, or Scruple about the Perfon who they found in the Pulpit when
they came to the Churches. It cannot be doubted,
but that many of the Minifters of the Parifti-Churches were cut off among others in fo common and
fo dreadful a Calamity ; and others had not Courage
enough to ftand it, but removed into the Country
as they found Means for Efcape, as then fome Parifh-Churches were quite vacant and forfaken, the
People made no Scruple of defiriug fuch DilTenters
as had been a few Years before depriv'd of their Liof parliament call'd.
vings, by Virtue of the
The ASt ofVniformity to preach in the Churches, nor
did the Church Minifters in that Cafe make any

Ad

Difficulty of accepting their Affiftance, fo that many of thofe who they called filenced Minifters, had

their

Mouths open'd on

this Occalion,

and preach'd

publickly to the People.

Here
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Here we may

obferve, and I hope it will not be
amifs to take notice of it, that a near View of Death
would foon reconcile Men of good Principles
one to another, and that it is chiefly owing to our
eafy Scituation inLife, and our putting thefe Things
far from us, that our Breaches are fomented, ill

Blood continued, Prejudices, Breach of Charity and
of Chriftian Union fo much kept and fo far carry'd on among us, as it is Another Plague Year
:

would reconcile all thefe Differences, a clofe converfing with Death, or with Difeafes that threaten
Death, would feu m off the Gall from our Tempers,
remove the Animofities among us, and"
bring us to fee with differing Eyes, than thofe
which we look'd on Things with before ^ as
the People who had been ufed to join with the
Church, were reconcil'd at this Time, with the
admitting the Diflenters to preach to them
So the Diflenters, who with an uncommon Prejudice, had broken off from the Communion of the
Church of England, were now content to come to
their Parifh-Churches, and to conform to the Worfhip which they did not approve of before*, but as
the Terror of the Infedion abated, thofe Things
:

returned again to their lefs defirable Channel,
and to theCourfe they were in before.
1 mention this but hiftorically, I have no mind

all

to enter into Arguments to move either, or both
Sides to a more charitable Compliance one with another I do not fee that it is probable fuch a Difcourfe would be either fuitable or fuccefsful ; the
Preaches feem rather to widen, and tend to a widening farther, than toclofing, and who am I that
I fhould think myfelf able to influence either one
Side or other ? But this I may repeat again, that
'tis evident Death will reconcile us all
on the other Side the Grave we (hall be all Brethren again :
;

;

In Heaven, whether,

I

hope we may come from

all

Parties

the
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Parties and Perfwafions, we fhall find neither Prejudice or Scruple ^ there we fhall be of one Principle
and of one Opinion, why we cannot be content to
go Hand in Hand to the Place where we fhall joia
Heart and Hand without the leaft Hefitation, and

with the moil compleat Harmony and Affedion \ I
why we cannot do fo here I can fay nothing to,
neither fhall I fay any thing more of it, but that it
remains to be lamented.
I could dwell a great while upon the Calamities
of this dreadful time, and go on to defcribe the
Objeds that appeared among us every Day, the
dreadful Extravagancies which the Diftradion of
fick People drove them into-, how the Streets began now to be fuller of frightful Objeds, and Families to be made even a Terror to themfelves :
But after I have told you, as I have above, that
One Man being tyed in his Bed, and finding no
other Way to deliver himfelf, fct the Bed on fire
with his Candle, which unhappily flood within his
And how
reach, and Burnt himfelf in his Bed.
another, by the infufferable Torment he bore,
Streets,
not
knownaked
in
the
daunced and fung
ing one Extafie from another, I fay, after 1 have
mention'd thefe Things, What can be added more ?
What can be faid to reprefent the Mifery of thefe
Times, more lively to the Reader, or to give him
a more perfed Idea of a complicated Dlflrefs ?
time was TerriI mufl acknowledge that this
ble, that I was fometimes at the End of all my ReIblutions, and thatl had not the Courage that I had
at the Beginning. As the Extremity brought other
People abroad, it drove me Home, and except,
having made my Voyage down to BUclvpaU diVidi
Graenrvkh^ as I have related, which was an Excurfion, 1 kept afterwards very much within Doors,
as I had for about a Fortnight before^ I have faid
already, that I repented feveral times that I had
ventur'd

fay,

;
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ventur'd to flay in Town, and had not gone away
with my Brother, and his Family, but it was too
late for that now ; and after 1 had retreated and ftay'd
within Doors a good while, before my Impatience
led me Abroad, than they cali'd me, as I have faid,
to an ugly and dangerous Office, which brought
me out again ; but as that was expir'd, while the
hight of the Diftemper lafted, I retired again, and continued clofe ten or twelve Days more. During
which many difmal Spedacles reprefented themfelves in my View, out of my own Windows, and
in our own Street, as that perticularly from Harrow-Alley, of the poor outrageous Creature which

danced and fung

*

j

Agony, and many others
or Night pafsM over, but
fome difmal Thing or other happened at the End
of that Harrovc-Alky, which was a Place full of poor
People, moft of them belonging to the Butchers,or
to Employments depending upon the Butchery.
Sometimes Heaps and Throngs of People would
burft out of that Alley, moft of them Women,
making a dreadful Clamour, mixt or Compounded of Skreetches, Ctyings and Calling one another,
that we could not conceive what to make of it
almoft all the dead Part of the Night the dead

there were

:

in his

Scarfe a

Day

Cart ftood at the End of that Alley, for if it went
it could not well turn again, and could go in
but a little Way,
There, I fay, it ftood to receive
dead Bodys, and as the Church-Yard was but a
isi

little

Way

if it

off,

be back again

went away

full

it

would

foon

impolHble to defcribe the molt
horrible Cries and Noife the poor People would
make at their bringing the dead Bodies of their
Children and Friends out to the Cart, and by the
Number one would have thought, there had been
none left behind, or that there were People enough
for a fm ill City liveing in thofe Places
Several
times they cryed Marcher, fometimes Fire i but
:

It is

:

I

;

the

?
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was efie to perceive it was all Diflra6tion, and
the Complaints of Diftrefs'd and difteraper'd Peoit

ple.
I believe it was every where thus at that time,for
the Plague rag'd for fix or feven Weeks beyond all
and came even to fuch a
that I have exprefs'd
height, that in the Extremity, they began to break
into that excellent Order, of which I have fpokea
fo much, in behalf of the Magiftratcs, namely,
that no dead Bodies were fecn in the Streets or
Burials in the Day-time, for there was a Neceflity,
in thisExtremety, to bear with its being otherwife,
for a little while.
One thing I cannot omit here, and indeed I
thought it was extraordinary, at leaft, it feemcd a
remarkable Hand of Divine Juftice, (viz.) That
Aftrologers, Fortune-tellers,
all the Predictors,
and what they call'd cunning-Men, Conjurers, and
the like; calculators of Nativities, and dreamers
of Dreams, and fuch People, were gone and vaI am,
nifli'd, not one of them was to be found:
verily, perfwaded that a great Number of them fell
in the heat of the Calamity, having ventured to
ftay upon the Profped of getting great Eftatesj
and indeed their Gain was but too great for a time
through the Madnefs and Folly of the People; but
now they were filent, many of them went to their
long Home, not able to foretel their own Fate, or
to calculate their own Nativities ; fome have been
critical enough to fay, that every one of them dy'd
but this I muft own, that
I dare not affirm that
1 never heard of one of them that ever appear'd
after the Calamity was over.
But to return to my particular Obfervations,
during this dreadful part of the Vifitation ; I am
now come, as I have faid, to the Month oF Sep'
temher^ which was the moft dreadful of its kind, I
believe, that ever Londh faw > for by all the
counts
;

,

Ac

;

2
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counts which I have feen of the preceding Vifitations which have been in London^ nothing has been
like it
the Number in the Weekly Bill amount,
ing to almoft 40,000 from the 2 2d of Jugufi^ to
the 25th of September, being but five Weeks, the
particulars of the Bills arc as follows, (viz.)
From Augufi the 22d to the 29th 7496
To the 7th of September
8252
To the I2th
^
7590
To the 19th
8297
;

—— — .—
—

To

the 25th

•

>

5460

3819s
This was a prodigious Number oF itfelf, but
add the Reafons which 1 have to believe
that this Account was deficient, and how deficient
ir was, you would with me, make no Scruple to believe that there died above tenThoUfand a Week for
all thofe Weeks, one Week with another, and a
proportion for feveral Weeks both before and af.
if

I fliould

ter The Confufion among the People, efpecially
within the Cityatthat time, was inexprefljble the
Terror was fo great at laft, that the Courage of the
People appointed to carry away the Dead, began
to fail them^ nay, feveral of them died altho' they
had the Diftemper before, and were recover'd
and fome of them drop'd down when they have
been carrying the Bodies even at the Pitfide, and
juft ready to throw them in; and this Confufion
was greater in the City, becaufc they had fiatter'd themfelvcs with Hopes of efcaping
And
thought the bitternefs of Death was paft : One
Cart they told us, going up Shoreditch, was forfaken of the Drivers, or being left to one Man to
drive, he died in the Street, and the Horfes going
on, overthrew the Cart, and left the Bodies, fome
thrown out here,fome there, in a difmal manner
Another Cart was it feems found in the great
:

•,

;

:

;

Pit
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Pit in Vinshury Fields, the Driver being Dead, or
having been gone and abandon'd it, and the Horfes

running too near it, the Cart fell in and drew the
Horfes in alfo It was fuggefted that the Driver
was thrown in with it, and that the Cart fell upon him, by Reafon his Whip v\^as feen to be in
:

the Pit among the Bodies ^ but that, I fuppofe,
cou'd not be certain.
the dead-Carts
]n our Parifh of jildgate,
were feveral times, as have heard, found landing at the Church-yard Gate, full of dead Bodies,
but neither Bell man or Driver, or any one elfe
1

with it neither in thefe, or many .other Cafes, did
they know what Bodies they had in their Cart, for
fomctimes they were let down with Ropes out of
Balconies and out of Windows; ard fometimes
the Bearers brought them to the Cart, fometimes
other People nor, as the Men themfclves faid^ did
they trouble themfelves to keep any Account of
•,

;

the Numbers.
The Vigilance of the Magiflrate
to the utmoft Trial, and it muft be
never be enough acknowledg'd on
alfo, whatever Expence or Trouble

was now put
confefs'd, can

Occafion
they were at,
two Things were never negleded in the City or
Suburbs either.
1. Provifions were always to be had in full Plenty,
and the Price not much rais'd neither, hardly
this

worth fpeaking.

No

dead Bodies lay unburied or uncovered \
one walk'd from one end of the City to another,no Funeral or fign of it was to be feen in the
Day-time, except a little, as I have faid above, in
the three firfl: Weeks in September.
This laft Article perhaps will hardly be believ'd,
when fome Accounts which others have -publifhed
lincethat ftiall be feen, wherein they fay , that .the
Dead lay unburied, which 1 am alFured was utterly
2.

and

if

faife

i

,1
,
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at lealt, if it had been any yvhere fo, it muft
ha' been in Houfes where the Living were gone
from the Dead, having found means, as I have obfalfe

•,

\

ferved, to Efcape, and where no Notice was given to the Officers : All which amounts to nothing
at all in the Cafe in Hand ; for this I am pofitive
in, having myfelf been employ'd a little in the Diredion of that part in the Parifh in which I liv'd,

Defolation was made
Inhabitants as
that there were
was any where. I
no dead Bodies remained unburied ; that is to fay,
none that the proper Officers knew of; none for
want of People to carry them off, and Buriers to
put them into the Ground and cover them ; and
this is fufficient to the Argument ; for what might
lie in Houfes and Holes as in Mofes andJlaron Ally is
nothing; for it is moft certain, they were buried as
foon as they were found. As to the firft Article,
namely, of Provifions, the fcarcity or dearnefs, tho'I
have mention'd it before, and fhall fpeak of it again ; yet I muft obferve here,

and where

as

great

a

Number of
fay, I am fure

in proportion to the

f

j

The

Price of Bread in particular was not
much raifed ; for in the beginning of the Year (viz.)
In the firft Week in Marchj the Penny Wheaten
Loaf was ten Ounces and a half; and in the height
(i.)

of the Contagion,

it

was

to be

had at nine Oun-

ces and an half, and never dearer, no not all that
Seafon : And about the beginning of November it
fold ten Ounces and a half again ; the like of
which, I believe, was never heard of in any City,
under fo dreadful a Vifitation before.

was

(2.) Nei-
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Neither was there (which Iwondredmuchat)
any want of Bakers or Ovens kept open to fupply
the|People with Bread > but this was indeed ailed g'd
by forae Families, viz. That their Maid- Servants going to the Bake-houfes with their Dough to be
baked, which was then the Cuftom, fometimescame
Home with the Sicknefs, that is to lay, the Plague
upon them.
In all this dreadful Vifitation, there were, as I
have faid before, but two Peft-houfes made ufe of,
viz. One in the Fields beyond Old- Street^ and one in
Wefiminfier ; neither was there any Compulfion us'd
in carrying People thither
Indeed there was no
need of Compulfion in the Cafe, for there were
Thoufands of poor diftrcfled People, who having no
Help, or Conveniences, or Supplies but of Charity, would have been very glad to have been carryed
thither, and been taken Care of, which indeed was
the only thing that,,! think, was wanting in the whole
publick Management of the City ; feeing no Body
was here allow'd to be brought to the Peft-houfe,
but where Money was given, or Security for Money,
either at their introducing , or upon their being
cur'd and fent out j for very many were %it out again
whole, and very good Phyficians were appointed to
thofe Places, fo that many People did very well there,
of which 1 fhall make Mention again.
The principal Sort of People fent thither were, as I have faid.
Servants, who got the Diftemper by going of Errands to fetch Necellaries to the Families where they
and who in that Cafe, if they came Home
liv'di
fick, were remov'd to preferve the reft of the Houfe j
and they were fo well look'd after there in all the
time of the Vifitation, that there was but i ^6 hurried in all at the London Peft-houfe, and ifp at
thzt of /Vejiminfter.
By having more Peft-houfes, I am far from meaning a forcing all People into fuch Places.
Had the
(i.)

:

P

fhutting

:

no
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{hutting up of Houfes been omitted, and the Sick
hurried out of their Dwellings to Peft-houfes, as
fome propofed it feems, at that time as well as {ince>
it would certainly have been much worfe than it was 5
the very removing the Sick, would have been a fpreading of the Infection, and the rather becaufe that removing could not effe£tually clear the Houfe, where
the fick Perfon was, of the Dirtcmper, and the reft
of the Family being then left at Liberty would certainly fpread

it

among

others.

The Methods alfo in private Families, which would
have been univerfally ufcd to have concealed the
Diftemper, and to have conceal'd the Perfons being
fick, would have been fuch, that the Diftemper
would fometimes have fciz'd a whole Family before
any Vifitors or Examiners could have known of it
On the other hand^ the prodigious Numbers which
would have been fick at a time,would have exceeded all
the Capacity of publickPeft- houfes to receive them,
or of pubhck Officers to difcover and remove them.
This was well confidered in thofe Days, and I
The Magiftrates
have heard them talk of it often
had enough to do to bring People to fubmit to having their Houfes (hut up, and many Ways they deceived the Watchmen, and got out, as I have ob:

ferved

;

But that

l>ifficulty

made

it

apparent, that

they would have found it impracticable to have gone
for they could never have
the other way to Work
forced the fick People out of their Beds and out of
their Dwellings ; it muft not have been my Lard
Mayor's Officers, but an Army of Officers that muft
have attempted It 5 and the People, on the- other hand,
would have been enrag'd and defperare, and would
have kili'd thofe that fliould have offered to have
meddled with them or with their Children and Refo that
lations, whatever had befallen them for it 3
they would have made the People, who, as it was^.
were in the moft terrible Diftraction imaginable j I

P

the

%5
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mad 5 whereproper on feveral Ac-

would have made them

tliey

ftark

as the Magiilrates found it
counts to treat them with Lenity and Compaffiort,
and not with Violenee and Terror, fuch as dragging
the Sick out of their Houfes, or obhging them to
remove themfeives would have been.
This leads me again to mention the Time, when
the Plague firif began, that is to fay, when it became certain that it would fprcad over the whole
Town, when, as I have faid, the better fort of
People firft took the Alarm, and began to hurry

themleivcs out of
in

its

Town

:

It

was

true, as 1 obferv'd

Throng v/as fo great,^ and the
Waggons andGarts werefo many,

Place, that the

Coaches, Horfes,
driving aild dragging the People away, thatitlook'd
as if ail the City v/as running away j and had aiiy
Regulations been publifh'd that had been terrifying
at that time, cfpecially fuch as would pretend to
difpofe Of the People, otherwife than they would
it would have put both thfe
City and Suburbs into the utmoft Gonfufion.
But the Magiftrates wifely ca^s'd the People to be
tficoLlrag'dj made very good By-Laws for the regu-

ditpofe of themfeives,

lating the Citizens^
^tid
^11

Sol

ts

of

as eligible

as

Streets,

poffible to

Peoplfe.

Place, the Lord Mayor and the Shethe Court of Aldermen, and a certain Number

In the
fifFs,

keepmg good Order in the

making eveiy thing
fifll

Council-Men, or their Deputies
Refolution and publifhed it, mz. " That they
Would not quit the City themfeives, but that they
would be -always at hand for the preferving good
Order in every Place, and for the doing JulS:ice on
as alfo for the diftributing the
all Occafionsj
publick Charity to the Poorj and in a Word, for
the doing the Duty, and difcharging the Truft
repos'd in them by the Citizens to the «tmoft©f

of the

Common

Gertie to a

"
"
"
"
"
«

their

Power.

^

Pi

In

1

.
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In Purfuance of thefc Orders, the Lord Mayor,
Sheriffs, ^^c\ held Councils every Day more or
lefs, for making fuch Difpofitions as they found
needful for prefcrving the Civil Peace j and tho' they
ufed the People with all poffible Gentlaiefs and Clemency, yet all manner of prefumptuous Rogues, fuch
as Thieves, Houfe-breakers, Plunderers of the Dead,
or of the Sick, were duly punifli'd, and feveral Declarations

were continually publifh'd by the Lord

Mayor and Court of Aldermen

againfl: fuch.
Conftables and Church-wardens were enthe
City
upon
fevere Penalties, or
join'd to ftay in
to depute fuch able and fufficient Houfe-keepers, as
the Deputy Aldermen, or Common Council-men of
the Precin£t Ihould approve , and for whom they
fliould give Security j and alfo Security in cafe of
Mortality, that they would forthwith conftitute
other Conftables in their ftead.
Thefe things re-cftablifti'd the Minds of the People
very much, efpecially in the firft of their Fright,
when they talk'd of making fo univerfal a Flight,
that the City would have been in Danger of being
entirely deferted of its Inhabitants, except the Poor j
and the Country of being plunder'd and laid wafte
by the Multitude. Nor were the Magiftrates deficient in performing their Part as boldly as they profor my Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs were
.mifed it
continually in the Streets, and at places of the greateft
Danger j and tho' they did not care for having too
great a Refort of People crouding about them, yet,
in emergent Cafes, they never denyed the People Accels to them, and heard with Patience all their

Alfo

all

Grievances and Complaints
my Lord Mayor had
a low Gallery built on purpofe in his Hall, where
he ftood a little remov'd from the Croud when any
Complaint came to be heard, that he might appear

with

as

much

Safety as poflible,

Likewife

if^d"
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Likewife the proper Officers , call'd my Lord
Mayor's Officers^ conltantly attended in their Turns,
as they were hi waiting 5 and if any of them were
fick or infefted, as fome of them were, others were
inftantly employed to fill up and officiate in their
Places,

till it

was known whether the other fhould

live or die.

In like manner the Sheriffs and Aldermen did in
their feveral Stations and Wards, where they were
placed by Office j and the Sheriff's Officers or Sergeants were appointed to receive Orders from the
refpedive Aldermen in their Turn j fo that Juftice
was executed in all Cafes without Interruption. In
the next Place, it was one of their particular Cares,
to fee the Orders for the Freedom of the Markets
obferv'd 5 and in this part eithertheLord Mayor, or
one or both of the Sheriffs, were every Market-day
on Horfeback to fee their Orders executed, and to
fee that the Country People had all poffible Encouragement and Freedom in their coming to the
Markets, and going back again ; and that no Nufances or frightful Obje6ts fliould be feen in the
Streets to terrify them, or make them unwilling to
come. Alfo the Bakers were taken under particular
Order, and the Mailer of the Bakers Company
was, with his Court of Affiflance, direded to fee
the Order of my Lord Mayor for their Regulation put
in Execution, and the due Affize of Bread, which
was weekly appointed by my Lord Mayor, obferv'd,
and all the Bakers were oblig'd to keep their Ovens
going conftantly, on pain of loling the Privileges of
a Freeman of the City of London.
By this means. Bread was always to be had in
Plenty, and as cheap as ufual, as 1 faid above; and
Provilions were never wanting in the Markets, even
to fuch a Degree, that I often wonder'd at it, and
reproach'd my felf with being fo timorous and cau-

P

3

tious
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when the Co^ntry People
and boldly to Market, as if there bad
been no manner of Infedion in the City, pr V.a.nger of catching it.
It was indeed one admirable piece of Condu^ in the
faid Magiftratcs, that the Streets were kept conftantly clear, and free from all manner of frightful Objefts, dead Bodies, or any fuch things as were indecent or unpleafant, unlefs where any B.ody fell down
fi^ddenly or diedm the S.treets, as I have/aid above^
and thefe were generally covered. W'^xh fome Cloth
or Blanket, or remov'd into the next Church-yard,,
tious in ilirring abroad,

came

^

till

freely

Night

:

All the needful

Works, ^ that

carried

Terror with them, that were both, difiXial and dangerous, were done in the Night i if any difeas'd
^lodics, were remov'd, or dead Bodies buried, or infected Cloths burnt, it was done in the Night j and
all the Bodies, which were thrown ii:ito thi great
Pits, inthefeveral Church-yards, or burying Grounds,
ds. has. been olfer'v'd^ were fo remov'd in the Night j
and every thing was covered and clofed beTore Day.:
So thciit in the Day-time there was not the kail Sigpf the Calamity to be feen or heard of, except;
to be obferv'd from the Emptinefs of the
Streets, and fometimes from the paffionate Outcries a,nd Lamentations of the People, out at their
"Windov/s, and from the Numbers of ticulcs ^nd
113,1

what was

Shops fhut up.
Nor was the Silence and Emptinefs of the Streets

much in the City as in the Out-pa,rts,. except juft
atone particular time, when, as 1 have i-pention'd, the
Plague came Eaft, and fpread over all the Ci,ty It
was indeed a merciful Difpodtion of G.od, that as the
Fiagae began at one End of the Town.firft, as hcisheen
^fim' d at large ^ fo it proceeded progre0ively to other
and did not come- on this, way- or Eaftmparts ,
y^^rii^ till i& had; %erit* it$- Fury iji.t-hie Wpft i?ari; of
ft)

:

,

;
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P
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Town
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and fo as it came on one way, it abated another. For Example.
It began at St. Giles's and the IFeJlminJier End
of the Town, and it was in its Height in all than
part by about the Middle of J«/>', 'viz. in St. Giles
in the Fields^ St.yindrew's Holhorn^ St. Clement- Danes^
St. Martins in xht Fields^ and in IVeJi'minfier : The
latter End of July it decreafed in thofe Parifhes, and
the

5

coming Eaft,

it

encreafed prodigioufly in Cripple-

gate^ St. Sepukhers^Sl. Ja. Clarkennuell^ and St. Brides^
^nd ^Iderjgate while it was in all thefeParifhes, the

City and all the Parifhes of the Southwark Side of
the Water, and all Stepney^ JVhite-Chapel^ j^ldgate^
Wapping^ and Rat cliff were very little touch 'd 5 fo
that People went about their Bufinefs unconcern'd,
carryed on their Trades, kept open their Shops,
and convcrfed freely with one another in all the
City, the Eaft and North-Eaft Suburbs, and in Southwark^ almoft as if the Plague had not been among us.
Even when the North and North-weft Suburbs
were fully infeded, viz. Cripplegate^ Clarkenwell,
Bijhop/gate, and Shoreditch^ yet ftill all the reft were
tolerably well.

From

For Example,

July to i^^ Auguji
of all Difeafes

the Bill ftood thus

St. Giles Cripplegate

5'f

St. Sepulchers

Clarkenwell

2^0

—

—

10^

6

Bijhopfgate

1

Shorediteh

no

Stepney Parifli
Jtdlgate^

'

——

—

•

fVhite-Chappel
All the p7 Parifhes within the Walls
All the Pariftxes in Soutbwark

—

127

-—

104
228

pi-

—

20f
i88p
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that in Ihort there

died

s

of

more

that

Week

in

the two Parifhes of Cripplegate and St. Sepulchers
by 48 than in all the City, and all the Eaft Suburbs,

and

all the Southwark Pariihes put together:
This
caufed the Reputation of the City's Health to continue all over England^ and efpecially in the Coun-

ties and Markets adjacent, from whence our Supply
of Provifions chiefly came, even much longer than

that Health it felf continued j for when the People
came into the Streets from the Country, by Shore^
ditch mdBiJhopfgate^oxhy Oldjireet and Smithfield^t\ie.y

would fee the out Streets empty, and the Houfesand
Shops fhur, and the few People that were ftirring there
walk in the Middle of the Streets 5 but when they
came within the City, there things looked better^ and
the Markets and Shops were open, and the People
walking about the Streets

as ufual, tho' not quite
and this continued till the latter End of
uiuguft^ and the Beginning of September*
But then the Cafe alter'd quite, the Diftemper
abated in the Weft and North- Well Parilhes, and
the Weight of the Infe61:ion lay on the City and
the Eaftern Suburbs and the Southwark Side, and
this in a frightful manner.
Then indeed the City began to look difmal, Shops
to be fhur, and the Streets defolatej in the HighStreet indeed Ncceflity made People ftir abroad on many Occaiions ; and there would be in the middle of the
Day a pretty many People, but in the Mornings and
Evenings fcarce any to be feen, even there, no not in
Cornhill and Cheapfide.
Thefe Obfervations of mine were abundantly con£rm'd by the Weekly Bills of Mortality for thofe
Weeks, an Abftracl of which, as they refpc6t the
ParilTies which I have mention'd, and as they make the
Calculations I fpeak of very evident, take as follows.
The Weeklv Bill, which makes out this Decreafe
of the Burials in the Well aijd North lide of the
C-ity? ft and thus.
From

fo

many

5

the

From

the
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of September to the ip^^.

St. Giles's Crippkgate

4^5

St. Giles in the Fields

140

Clarkenwell

77
214

St. Sepulchers

Leonard Shoreditch

St.

Stepney Parifh

'

—

_

—
Aldgate
JVhite-Chapel
In the P7 Parifhes within the Walls •
In the 8 Parifhes on SouthwarkSidiQ

—

'

—

183

715

1495
i6-^6

6060
Here is a ftrange change of Things indeed, and
Change it was, and had it held for two Months
more than it did, very few People would have been
left alive
But then fuch, I fay, was the merciful
Difpofition of God, that when it was thus the
Weft and North part which had been fo dreadfully viiited at firft, grew as youfee, much better
and as the
a fad

:

People difappear'd here, they began to look abroad
again there ; and the next Week or two altered it ftill
more, that is, more to the Encouragement of the
other Part of the Town.
For Example :
From the ip^^ of September to the 26'^ j
St. Giles's Crippkgate

277
1 1p
76
ip
5
1 46

St Giles in the Fields
.

Clarkenwell

St

.

St.

Sepulchers

Leonard Shoreditch

Stepney V-xnih

————

_

Aldgate
«—
IVhite-Chapel
In the p7 Parifhes within the
In the 8 Parilhes on Southwark Side

Walls—

—

615
4P5

^45
1

268

3P0
4poo
1

From
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From
St.

the

of

of Septemb. to the 3^ of 06ioher.
ip5
Cripplegate

2(5*^

Giles's

St. Giles in the Fields

Clarkenwell
St. Sepulchers

St.

Leonard Shoreditch

Stepney Parifh
a4ldgate

48

—

^

137
1

<

—

White-Chapel
In the 97 Parifhes within the Walls
In the 8 ParijQies on Southwark Side

28

674

i

1
1

372
328
1 49
201

4328

And now the Mifery of the City, and of the faid
Eaft and South Parts was complete indeed > for as
you fee the Weight of the Diftemper lay upon
thofe Parts, that is to fay, the City, the eight Parifhes over the River, with the Parifhes of Aldgate^
White-Chapel^ and Stepney^ and this was the Time
that the Bills came up to fuch a monflrous Height,
as that I mention'd before j and that Eight or Nine,
and, as I believe. Ten orTwelveThouSnd a Week
died j for *tis my fettled Opinion, that they never
could come at any juft Account of the Numbers,
for the Reafons which I have given already.
Nay one of the moft eminent Phyficians, who
has fince publifh'd in Latin an Account of thofe
Times, and of his Oblervations, fays, that in one
Week there died twelve Thoufand People, and that
particularly there died four Thoufand in one Night j
tho' I do not remember that there ever was any

fuch particular Night, fo remarkably fatal, as that
fuch a Number died in it However all this confirms what I have faid above of the Uncertainty of
the Bills of Mortality, ^c, of wlwch- 1 lh,all fay
:

IHQre hereafter.

And

:

the
it
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And here let me take leave to enter again, tho*
may feem a Repetition of Circumftances5into a Dc^
of the niiferable Condition of the City it
and of thofe Parts where I liv'd at this parti-

fcription
felf,

: The City5and thofe other Parts,notwithftanding the great Numbers of People that were gone
into the Country, was vaftly full of People, and perliaps the fuller, becaufe People had for a long time
a ftrong Belief, that the Plague would not come in-

cular Time

to the City, nor into Southwarky no nor into Wapping^ or Ratclifzx, all j nay fuch was the AlTurance
of the People on that Head, that many remov'<J

from the Suburbs on the Weft and North Sides, into thofe Eaftern and South Sides as for Safety, and
Plague amongft
as I verily believe, carry'd, the
there, perhaps fooncr than they would otherwife have had it.
Here alfo I ought to leave a farther Remark for
the ufe of Pofterity, concerning the Manner of
Peoples infefting one another namely, that it was
not the jfick People only, from whom the Plague was
immediately received by others that were found, but

them

T.HEWELL.
pie I

To explain my felf; by the Jick Vco^
mean thofe who were known to be fick, had

takea their Beds, had been under Cure, or had
Swellings and Tumours upon them, and the likej
thefe every Body could beware oF, they were either
in their Beds, or in fiich Condition as couM not be
conceal'd.

By

theWell^ I mean fuch

tagion,

and had

it

really

as

had received the Con-

upon them, and

in theii?

Blood, yet did, not fhew the Confequences of it in,
their Countenances, nay even were not fenfible of
2t thernfelves, as many were not for feveral Days
Thefe breathed DeathJn, every Place, and upon every
Body who., came near them nay their very Cloaths
5,

retained the Infe^ion,. their Hands would infect the
Jhings they touch'd, efpecialjy if they were warm
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and fweaty, and they were generally apt to fweat
too.

Now it was impofHble to know thefe People,
nor did they fometimes, as I have faid, know themThefe were the People that
felves to be infeded
fo often dropt down and fainted in the Streets ; for
oftentimes they would go about the Streets to the
laft, till on a fudden they would fweat, grow faint,
It is true, finding
fit down at a Door and die
:

:

themfelves thus, they would ftruggle hai'd to get
Home to their own Doors, or at other Times would

be juft able to go in to their Houfes and die inftantJ otherTimes they would go about till they had the
very Tokens come out upon them, and yet not know
it, and would die in an Hour or two after they came
Home, but be well as long as they were Abroad
Thefe were the dangerous People, thefe were the
People of whom the well People ought to have
been afraid ; but then on the otherfide it was impoffible
to know them.

ly

:

And this is the Reafon why it is impojlible in a
Vifitation to prevent the fpreading of the Pkgue
by the utmoft human Vigilance, (w^;.) that it isimpollible to know the infected People from the found j
or that the infe<5ted People fhould perfectly know
themfelves : I knew a Man who converfed freely in
London all the Seafon of the Plague in i66f^ and
kept about him an Antidote or Cordial, on purpofe to take when he thought himfelf in any Danger, and he had fuch a Rule to know, or have
warning of the Danger by, as indeed I never met
with before or lince, how far it may be depended
on I know not He had a Wound in his Leg, and
:

whenever he came among any People that were not
found, and the Infection began to affed him, he
faid he could know it by that Signal, (viz.) That his
Wound in his Leg would fmart, and look pale
an4 white 3 fo as foon as ever he felt it fmart, it
was

the
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to withdraw, or to take care of
himfelf, taking his Drink, which he always carried
it feemshe found
about him for that Purpofe.
his Wound would fmart many Times when he was in

was time

for

him

Now

fuch, who thought themfeives to be
appear'd fo to one another j but he
prefently rife up,and fay publickly,Friends,here

Company with
found, and

would

who

fome Body in the Room that has the Plague, and
would immediately break up the Company. This
was indeed a faithful Monitor to all People, that the
Plague is not to be avoided by thofe that converfe promifcuoufly in a Town infe£ted, and People have
is

fo

it
it

when they know it not, and that they hkewife give
to others when they know not that they have it

WELL

themfeives j and in this Cafe, (hutting up the
will not do it, unlefs they
or removing the
can go back and fhut up all thofe that the Sick had
Convers'd with, even before they knew themfeives
to be fick, and none knows how far to carry that
back, or where to flop > for none knows when, or
where, or how they may have received the Infec-

SICK

from whom.
This I take to be the Reafon, which makes fo'many
People talk of the Air being corrupted and infeded,
and that they need not be cautious of whom they
converfe with, for that the Contagion was in the
Air. I have feen them in ftrange Agitations and Surprifes on this Account, I have never come near any
infefted Body fays the diJiurhedPerfon^ I have Convers'd with none, but found healthy People, and yet
I am fure I am
I have gotten the Diftemper
ftruck from Heaven, y^j.f another^ and he falls to the
again the firft goes on exclaiming, I
ferious Part
have come near no Infection, or any infected Perdraw in Death
{o\\I am fure it is in the Air ,
when we breath, and therefore 'tis the Hand of
God, there is no withitanding it j and this at lall:
made many People, being hardened to the Danger,
tion, or

!

!

We

grow
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grow

lefs

conccrnM

at

it,

and

tefs

of
cautious tbwards

and when it was
the Time,
than they wens at Erftj
then with a kind oF a tiirkijh Predeftinarianifm, they
'Would fay, if it pleas'd God to ibike them^ it was
all one whether they went Abroad or ftaidatHdme,
they cou'd not efcape it, and therefore they went
the latter
come to

End of
its

height,

boldly about even into infected Houfes,and infected
Company vifited fick People, and in fhort, lay in
the Beds with their Wives or Relations when they
were infc£ted 5 and whatv/as the Confequence? But

^

the fame that is the Confequence in %rkey^ and in
thofe Countries where they dothofeThingsj namely, that they were infeded too, and died by Hundreds and Thoufands.
I would be far from lerfening the Awe of the Judg^
ments of God, and the Reverence to his Providence,
which ought always to be on our Minds on fuch Oc-

cailons as thefej
a Stroke from

doubtlefs the ViHtation it felf is
a City, or Country, or

Heaven upon

Nation where it falls j a Meflenger of his Vengeance, and a loud Call to that Nation, or Country,
or City, to Humiliation and Repentance, according
to that of the Prophet 7^^^^^/^^xviii. 7,8. At what
inftant 1jlmll [peak concerning 'd Nation^ and concerning a
firoy

to pluck up^ and to pull doWny and de*
If that Nation againft ivhom I have pro-

Kingdom
it

:

muncedy turn from
evil that

their evil^

I thought to do mtothm.

I

will ripent of

tht

Now to prompt due

Impreffions of the Awe of God on the Minds of Men
on fuch Occafions, and not toleffenthera it is that!
have left thofe Minutes upon Record.
I fa}^, therefore 1 reflect upon no Mali for pitting the Reafon of thofe Things upon the immddi^
ate Hand of God, and the Appointment and Dir^c^
tion of his Providence J nay, on the contrary, therd
were many wonderful DeliverjinceS of Perfons ffoiti
'

Infedion,

aftd

Deliverances of Perfons

when

in-

fc6tcd
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and remarkable Providence, in the particular Inftances to which they
refer, and I efteem my own Deliverance to be one
next to miraculous, and do record it with Thankfefted,

fingular

ful nefs.

But when I am fpeaking of the Plague, as a Diftemper arifing from natural Caufes, we muft confider it as it was really propagated by natural Means,
nor is it at all the lefs a Judgment for its being under the Condu£t of humane Caufes and EfFefts > for
as the divine Power has form'dthe whole Scheme of
Nature, and maintains Nature in its Courfej fo the
fame Power thinks fit to let his own Actings with
Men, whether of Mercy or Judgment, go on in
the ordinary Courfe of natural Caufes, and he is
pleafed to a6t by thofe natural Caufes as the ordinary Means 5 excepting and referving to himfelf neverthelefs a Power toa6t in a fupernatural Way when
he fees occafion
'tis evident, that in the Cafe
of an Infe61:ion, there is no apparent extraordinary
occafion for fupernatural Operation, but the ordinary Courfe of Things appears fufficiently arm'd,
and made capable of all the Ejffeds that Heaven
ufually dirc61:s by a Contagion. Among thefe Caufes and Effects this of the fecret Conveyance of In-'
fe6tion imperceptible, and unavoidable, is more
than fufficient to execute the Fiercenefs of divine
Vengeance, without putting it upon Supernaturals
and Miracle.
The acute penetrating Nature of the Difeafe it;
felf was fuch, and the Infeftion was receiv*d fo imperceptibly, that the moft exa61: Caution could not
fecure us while in the Place
But I muft be allowed
to believe, and I have fo many Examples frefli in
my Memory, to convince me of it, that I think
none can refift their Evidence > 1 fay^ I muft be allowed to believe, that no one in this whole Nation
ever receiv'd the Sicknefs or Infeclion, but whore:

Now

:

ceiv'd

^^ M O
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ceiv'd

in the ordinary

it

I

Way

R

S <?/

of Infeflion from

fome Body, or the Cloaths, or touch, or ftench of
fome Body that was infeded before.
The Manner of its coming firft: to London^
proves this alfo, {viz) by Goods .brought over from
Holland^ and brought thither from the Levant
the firft breaking of it out in a Houfe in Long-Acre^
where thofe Goods were carried, and lirft opened >
its fpreading from that Houfe to other Houfes, by
the vifible unwary converfing with thofe who were
fick, and the infecting the Parifh Officers who were
employed about the Pcrfons dead, and the like; thefe
are known Authorities for this great Foundation
Point, that it went on, and proceeded from Perfon
to Perfon, and from Houfe to Houfe, and no otherwife
In the firft Houfe that was infe6ted there
died four Perfons,a Neighbour hearing the Miftrefs
of the firft Houfe was fick,went to vifit her, and went
Home and gave the Diftemper to her Family, and
died, and ail her Houfhold.
A Minifter call'd to
pray with the firft fick Perfon in the fecond Houfe,
was fiid to ficken immediately, and die with feveral more in his Houfe
Then the Phyficians began
to confider, for they did not at firft dream of a general Contagion.
But the Phyficians being lent
to infpeft the Bodies, they affur'd the People
that it was neither more or lefs thmt be Plague with
all its terrifying Particulars, and that it threatnedan
;

:

fo many People having already
with the Sick or Difterapcr'd, and having, as might be fuppos'd, received Infection from
them, that it would be impofiible to put a ftop to

univerfal Infection,

convers'd

it.

Here the Opinion of the Phyficians agreed with
Obfcrvation afterwards, namely, that the Danger was fpreading inlenfibly 5 for the Sick cou'd
infe6t none but thofe that came within reach of

my

the fick Perfon
*

4-

3

but that one Man,

who may

have
r^^^^y
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and knows it not, but
goes Abroad, and about as a found Perfon, maygive the Plague to a thoufand People, and they to
greater Numbers in Proportion, and neither the Perfon giving the Infeftion, or the Perfons receiving it,
know any thing of it, and perhaps not feel the Effects of it for feveral Days after.
For Example^ Many Perfons in the Time of this
Vilitation never perceiv'd that they were infe6ted, till
they found to their unfpeakable Surprize, the Tokens
Gome out upon them, after which they feldom liv'd
fix Hours J for thofe Spots they call'd the Tokens
were really gangreen Spots, or mortified Flefh in
fmall Knobs as broad as a little filver Peny, and hard
as a piece of Callous or Horn j fo that when the
Difeafe was come up to that length, there was nothing could follow but certain Death, and yet as I
faid they knew nothing of their being Infected, nor found themfelves fo much as out of Order,
till thofe mortal Marks were upon them
But every
Body muft allow, that they were infected in a high
Degree before, and muft have been fo fomc time 5
and confequently their Breath, their Sweat, their
very Cloaths were contagious for many Days bereally receiv'd the Infeftion,

:

fore.

This occafion'd a vaft Variety of Cafes, which
would have much more opportunity to
remember than I 5 but fome came within the Compafs of my Obfcrvation, or hearing, of which I
Phylicians

ihall

A

name

a few.

certain Citizen

touch'd,

till

Weight of

who

had

liv'd fafe,

and un-

the Month of September^ when the
the Diftemper lay more in the City

than it had done before, was mighty chearful, and
fomething too bold, as I think it was, in his Talk
of how lecure he was^. how cautious he had been,
and how he had never come near any lick Body :
Says another Citizen, a Neighbour of bis no him.
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one Day,

Do

fay who

fick

is

and well

not be too confident

and -who

is well',

of

Mr.
for

// is

we fee

hardt&

Mm

ali'uey

Hour^ and dead
the next.
is true ,
fays the firrt Man,
for he
fecure,
Man
preiumptuoufly
was not a
but had efcap'd a long while, and Men, as I iliid above, efpeeially in the City, began to be over-eafie upon that
Score, ''that is true ^ fays he, I do not think my
felf fecure, hut I hope I have not been in Company
with any Perfon that there has been any Danger in.
Says his Neighbour, was not you at the Bull!
head 'Ta'vern in Gracechurch Street with Mr.
the Night before lafl : Yes, fays the firft, I was.,
but there was no Body there., that we had any Reafon
to out%vard jlppearance one

"That

'

No

: Upon which his Neigbour faid
no more, being unwilling to furprize him > but this
made him more inquifitive, and as his Neighbour
appear'd backward, he was the more impatient,

to think dangerous

and

in a

kind of

Warmth,

fiys

he aloud, why he is

upon which his Neighbour ftill
was filent, but caft up his Eyes, and faid fomething
to himfelf ; at which the firfl Citizen turned pale,
and faid no more but this, then I am a dead Man
and went Home immediately, and fent for a
too.,
neighbouring Apothecary to give him fomething
not dead.,

is

he !

preventive, for he had not yet found himfelf illj
but the Apothecary opening his Breaft, fetch'd a
Sigh, and faid no more, but this, look up to God and
the Man died in a few Hours.
Now let any Man judge from a Cafe like this,
if

it is

pofiible for the Regulations

of Magiftrates,

fhutingupthe Sick, or removing them, to
flop an Infeftion, which fpreads it felf from Man to
Man, even w^hile they are perfectly well, and infcndble of its Approach, and may be fo for many
either by

Days.
It may be proper to afk hei'C, how long it may
be fuppofed, Men might have the Seeds of the Con-

tagioo

the
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it

difcover'd
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felf in this fa-

tal Manner' J and how long they might go about
feemingly whole, and yet be contagious to all thofe
that came near them ? 1 believe the moftexperienc'd
Phyficians cannot anfwer this Qtieilion du-eetly, any
more than I can j and fomcthing an ordinary Obferver may take notice of, which may pafs their Obfervation. The opinion of Phyficians Abroad feems
to be, that it may lye Dormant in the Spirits, or
in the Blood Veifek, a very confiderable Timci
why elfe do they exad a Quarentine of thofe who

from fufpecone would think, too
long for Nature to llruggle with fuch an Enemy as
But I could
this, and not conquer it, or yield to it
not think by my own Obfcrvation that tliey can be
infefted fo, as to be contagious to others, above
fifteen or fixteen Days at fartheftj and on that
fcore it was, that when a Houfe was fhut up in the
City, and any one had died of the Plague, but no
Body appeared to be ill in the Family for fixteen or
eighteen Days after, they were not fo ttrid, but
that they would connive at their going privately
Abroad j nor would People be much afraid of them
afterward, but rather think they were fortified the
better, having not been vulnerable when the Enemy was in their own Houfe j but we fometimes
found it had lyen much longer conceal'd.
Upon the foot of all thefe Obfervations, I muft fay,
that tho' Providence feem'd to dired my Condu6t
to be otherwifej yet it is my opinion, and I rauft

come

into their Harbours, and Ports,

ted Places

?

Forty Days

is,

:

:»

(wz.) that the beft Phyfick
run away from it. I know
People encourage themfelves, by faying, God is
able to keep us in ^the midfl; of Danger, and able
to overtake us when we think our felves out of
Danger j and this kept Thoufands in the Town,
leave

it

as a Prefcription,

againfl the Plague

is to

whofe CarcaiTes went

into the great Pits

Q_i

by Cart
Loads)
I
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they had fled from the Danger,
had, 1 beheve, been fafe from theDifaiter} acleaft 'tis
probable they had been fafc.
And were this very Fundamental only daly conon any future occafion of
lider'd by the People,
this, or the like Nature, I am perfuaded it would

Loads 5 and who,

if

put them upon quite different Meafures for managing the People, from thofe that they took in i66f,
or than any that have been taken Abroad that I have
heard of j in a Word, they would confider of
feperating the

moving them

People into fmaller Bodies, and
in

Time

farther

re-

from one another,

let fuch a Contagion as this, which is indeed
chiefly dangerous, to collected Bodies of People, find

and not

a Million of People in a Body together, as was
very near the Cafe before, and would certainly be
the Cafe, if it fhould ever appear again.
The Plague like a great Fire^ if a few Houfes
only are contiguous where it happens, can only burn
or if it begins in a fingle, or as we
a few Houfes
call it a loan Houfe, can only burn that loan Houfe
But if it begins in a clofe built
where it begins
Town, or City, and gets a Head, there its Fury
encreafes, it rages over the whole Place, and conllimes all it can reach.
I could propofe many Schemes, on the foot of
which, the Government of this City, if ever they
fhould be under the Apprehenfions of fuch another
Enemy, (God forbid they fhould) might eafe themfelves of the greatelf Part of the dangerous People
that belong to themj I mean fuch as the begging,
ftarving, labouring Poor, and among them chiefly
thofe who in Cafe of a Siege, are call'd the ufelels
Mouths ; who being then prudently, and to their
own Advantage difpos'd of, and the wealthy Inhabitants difpoiirig of themfelves, and of their Servants, and Children, the City, and its adjacent
:

Parts

would be

fo effcdually evacuated,

that there

the
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would not be nbove

a tenth Part of its People left
Difeafe to take hold upon: But

together, for the
fuppofe them to be a fifth Part, and that two Hundred and fifty Thoufand People were left, and if ic
did feize upon them, they would by their living fo

much

at large, be much better prepar'd to dctend
themfelves again 11 the Infection, and be lefs liable
to the Effects of it, than if the fame Number of

People lived clofe together in one fmaller City,
llich as Dublin^ or Amjierdam^ or the like.
It is true. Hundreds, yea Thoufmds of Families fled away at this laft Plague, but then of them,
many fled too late, and not only died in their
Flight, but carried the Diftemper with them into
the Countries where they went, and infe61:ed thofe
whom they went among for Safety > which confounded the Thing, and made that be a Propagation of
the Diftemper, which was the beft means to prevent it 5 and this too is an Evidence of it, andbrings
me back to what I only hinted at before, but muft
fpeak more fully to here 5 namely, that Men went
about apparently well, many Day« after they :had
the taint of the Difeafe in their Vitals, and after
their Spirits were fo feiz'd, as that they could never
efcape it 5 and that all the while they did fo, they
were dangerous to others. / fay^ this proves, that
fo it was-, for fuch People infe^ed the very Towns
they went thro', as well as the Families they went
among, and it was by that means, that almoft all
the great Towns in England had the Diftemper
among them, more or lefs> and always they would
tell you fuch a Londoner ©r fuch a Londoner brought
it

down.

It muft not be omitted, that when I fpeak of
thofe People who were really thus dangerous, I fuppofe them to be utterly ignorant of their own Con-

dition j for

if they really

knew theirCircumftances to be

ifueh as indeed they were^they muft^have been a kind

Q^l

of

willful
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would have gone Abroad
among healthy People, and it would have verified
indeed the Suggcftion which I mention d above^ and
ivhich 1 thoughtfeern'd mitriie^ (viz.) That the infe6l:ed
willful Murtherers^ if they

People were utterly carelels as to giving the Infection to others, and rather forward to do it than not j
and I believe it was partly from this very Thing
that they

was not

raifed that

Suggeftion,

which

I

hope

really true in Fa61:.

I confefs no particular Cafe is fufficient to prove
a general, but I cou'd name feveral People within
the Knowledge of fome of their Neighbours and
Families yet living, who Hicw'd the contrary to an
extream. One Man, a Mailer of a Family in my
Neighbourhood, having had the Diilempcr, he
thought he had it given him by a poor Workman
whom he employ'd,and whom he went to his Houfe
to fee, or went for fome Work that he wanted to
have finifhed, and he had fome Apprehenfions even
while he was at the poor Workman's Door, but
did not difcover it fully, but the next Day it difcovered it felf, and he was taken very ill 5 upon
which he immediately caufed himfclf to be
carried into an out Building which he had in
his Yard, and where there was a Chamber over
a Work-houfe, the Man being a Brazier j here
he lay, and here he died, and would be tended
by none of his Neighbours, but by a Nurfe from
Abroad, and would not fuffer his Wife, or Chil-^
dren, or Servants, to come up into the Room left
they fhould be hife<51:ed, but fent them his Bleffing
and Prayers for them by the Nurfc, who fpoke it
to them at a Diftance, and all this for fear of giving them the Diftcmper, and without which, he
knew as they were kept up, they could not have
it.

And

here I muft obferve alfo, that the Plague, as
Diftempers do, operated in a different

I fuppofe

the

?

L
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Manner, on differing Conftitutions ; fome were immediately overwhelm'd with it, and it came to violent

Fevers, Vomitings,

unfufferable Head-achs,

Pains in the Back, and fo up to Ravings and Ragings with thofe Pains: Others with Swellings and
in the Neck or Groyn, or Arm-pits^
they could be broke, put them into infufferable Agonies and Torment j while others, as I
have obferv'd, were filently infc61:ed, the Fever
preying upon their Spirits infenfibly, and i:hey feeing little of it, till they fell into fv/ooning, and

Tumours

which

till

and Death without pain.
not Phyfician enough to enter into the particular Reafons and Manner of thefe differing Effc6ls
of one and the fame Diftemper, and of its differing Operation in feveral Bodies 5 nor is it my Bufifaintings,
I

am

nels here to record the Obfervations,

which

I really

made, becaufe the Doctors themfelves, have done
that part much more effe6tually than I can do, and
becaufe my opinion may in fome things differ from
theirs
I am only relating what I know, or have
:

h€ard,or believe of the particular Cafcs5and what fell
within the Compafs of my View, and the different
Nature of the Infedion, as it appeared in the particular Cafes which I have related 5 but this may be
added too, that tho' the former Sort of thofe Cafes,

namely thofe openly

for themfelves as to Pain,

were the worff
mean thofe that had

vifited,

I

fuch Fevers, Vomitings, Head-achs, Pains and
Swellings, becaufe they died in fuch a dreadful Manner, yet the latter had the worft State of the Dif€afe i for in the former they frequently recover'd,
efpecially if the Swellings broke, but the latter

was

Death ; no cure, no help cou'd be
nothing could follow but Death 5 and in
was worfe alfo toothers, becaufe as, above, it fecretly, and unperceiv'd by others, or by themfelves,
inevitable

poffible,

communicated Death

to thofe they convers'd with,

QL,4

the
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the penetrating Poifon infinuating

Blood

in a

Manner, which

it is

it felf

into theif

impoflible to

de-

fcribe, or indeed conceive.

This

much

infccling and

as its

being

being infected, without fo

known

to

either Perfon,

is

evi-

dent from two Sorts of Cafes, which frequently
happened at that Time j and there is hardly any
Body living who was in London during the Infection, but muft have known feveral of the Cafes of

both

Sorts.

Fathers and Mothers have gone about as
they had been well, and have believ'd themlelves to be fo, till they have infenfibly infected,
and been the Dedrudion of their whole Families:
Which they would have been far from doing,
if they had the leaft Apprehenfions of their being unfound and dangerous themfelves.
A Family,
whofe Story I have heard, was thus infedted by the
Father, and the Diftemper began to appear upon
fome of them, even before he found it upon himlelfj but fearching more narrowly, it appear'd he
had been infected fome Time, and as foon as he
found that his Family had been poifon'd by himfelf,
he went diftracled, and would have laid violent
Hands upon himfelf, but was kept from that by
thofe who iook'd to him, and in a few Days
1.

if

died.
2. The other Particular is, that many People having been well to the bell of their ownjudgment, or by
the befl Obfervation which they could make of
themfelves for feveral Days, and only finding a Decay of Appetite, or a light Sicknefs upon their Stomachs; nay, fome whofe Appetite has been flrong,
and even craving, and only a light Pain in their
Heads 3 have fcnt for Phyficians to know what
ail'd them, and have been found to their great Surprize, at the brink of Death, the Tokens upon
themjorthe Plague grown up to an incurableHeight.

the
was very

AG

fad to refleft^
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how

fuch a Perfon as
ibis laji mentioned aho-ve^ had been a walking Deftroycr, perhaps for a Week or Fortnight before thatj
how he had ruin'd thofe, that he would have hazarded his Life to fave, and had been breathing Death upon them, even perhaps in his tender Kiffing and
Embracings of his own Children Yet thus certainly it was , and often has been , and I cou'd give
many particular Cafes where it has been fo j if then
the Blow is thus infenfiibly ftricken 5 if the Arrow
flies thus unfeen, and cannot be difcovered; to what
purpofe are all the Schemes for fhutting up or removing the fick People ? thofe Schemes cannot take
place, but upon thofe that appear to be lick, or to
be infe6led 3 whereas there are among them, at the
fame time, Thoufands of People, v/ho feem to be
well, but ^re all that while carrying Death with
them into all Companies which they come into.
This frequently puzzled our Phylicians, and Specially the Apothecaries and Surgeons , who knew
not how to difcover the Sick from the Sound j they
all allowed that it was really fo^ that many People
had the Plague in their very Blood, and preying upIt

:

on

were in themfelves but walking
whofe Breath was infectious,
and their Sweat Poifonj and yet were as well to
look on as other People, and even knew it notthemfelves: I fay, they all allowed that it was really true
in Fa6t, but they knew not how to propofe a Diftheir Spirits, and

putrified Carcaffes,

covery.
it

My Friend Do£tor Heath was of Opinion*, that
might be known by the fmcll of their Breath}

but then, as he faid^ who durft Smell to that Breath
Information ? Since to know it, he mull
draw the Stench of the Plague up into his own
Brain, in order to diftinguifh the Smell! I have
heard, it was the opinion of others, that it might be
diftinguifli'd by the Party's breathing upon apiece of

for his

Glafs,
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where the Breath condenfing, there might
Creatures be feen by a Microfcope of ftrange

Glafs,

living

monltrous and frightful Shapes, fuch as Dragons,
Snakes, Serpents, and Devils, horrible to behold:
But this I very much queftion the Truth of, and
we had no Microfcopes at that Time, as I remem-

make the Experiment with.
was the opinion aifo of another learned Man,
that the Breath of fuch a Perfon would poifon, and

ber, to
It

initantly kill a Birdj not only a fmall Bird,

a

Cock

kill

but even

Hen, and that if it did not immediately
the latter, it would caufe them to be roupy as
or

they call it; particularly

Eggs

at that

that if they had laid

Time, they would be

thofe are Opinions Vv^hich

I

all

rotten

:

any

But

never found fupported

by any Experiments, or heard of others that had
feen it 5 fo I leave them as I find them, only with

Remark

namely, that I think the Probabili"
;
very ftrong for them.
Some have propofed that flich Pcrfons fhould
breath hard upon warm Water, and that they would
or upon feveral
leave an unulual Scum upon it,
other things, efpecially fuch as are of a glutinous
Subftance and are apt to receive a Scum ^nd fupport it.
But from the whole I found, that the Nature of this
Contagion was fuch,thatit wasimpoffibletodifcover
it at all, or to prevent its fpreading from one to ano"
this

ties are

ther by any

human

Skill.

Here was indeed one Difficulty, which I could never throughly get over to this time, and which there
is but one way of anfwering that I know of, and it is

The firft Perfon that died of the Plague
Decemb. zo*^^, or thereabouts i(5<54, and in,
or about Long-acre^ whence the firil Perfon had the
Infe6i:ion,was generally faid to be, from aParcel ofSilks
imported from Holland^ and firft opened in thatHoufe.
But after this we heard no more of any Perfon dying
pf the Plague^ or of the Dlftemper being in that
this,

was

viz.

in

Placq

j

the
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the 9^^ of February, which was about 7
Weeks after, and then one more was buried out of
the fame Houfe: Then it was hufh'd, and we were
perfc6lly eafy as to the publick, for a great while j
Place,

till

in the Weekly Bill
the it^ of Jpril^ when
there was 1 more buried not out of the fame Houfe,
but out of the fame Street 5 and as near as I can remember, it was out of the next Houfe to the firft :

for there

were no more entred

to be dead of the Plague,

till

this

was nine Weeks afunder, and

No

more till

we had
broke out in

after this

a Fortnight, and then

it

Now the
and fpread every way.
Queftion feems to lye thus, 'where lay the Seeds of
the Infection all this while ? How came it to jiop Jo
Either the Dilongj and not Jlop any longer ?
ftemper did not come immediately by Contagion
from Body to Body, or if it did, then a Body may
be capable to continue infcded, without the Difeafe
difcovering itfclf, many Days, nay Weeks together,
even not a Quarentine of Days only, but Soixantine, not only 40 Days but 60 Days or longer.
It's true, there was, as I obferved at firft, and is well
known to many yet living, a very cold Winter, and a
longFroft, which continued three Months, and this,
the Doctors fay, might check the Infeftion ; but then
the learned mull allow me to fay, that if according
to their Notion, the Difeafe was, as I may fay, only frozen up, it would like a frozen River, have
returned to its ufual Force and Current when it
thaw'd, whereas the principal Recefs of this Infedion,
which was from February to Jpril^ was after the
Froft was broken, and the Weather mild and warm.
But there is another way of folving all this Difficulty, which I think my own Remembrance of the
thing will fupply i and that is, the Fact is not granted,
namely, that there died none in thofe long Inter9^^ of
vals, viz. from the 20^^ of December to the
February y and fyom thence to the ii^ of Jpril,
feveral Streets

—
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The Weekly Bills are the

only Evidence on the other
lide, and thofe Bills were not of Credit enough, at
leaft with me, to fupport an Hypothejis^ or determine
For it was
a Queftion of fuch Importance as this
our receiv'd Opinion at that time, and 1 believe upon
very good Grounds, that the Fraud lay in theParifh
Officers, Searchers, and Perfons appointed to give
Account of the Dead, and what Difeafes they died
of And as People were very loth at firft to have
:

:

the Neighbours believe their Houfes were infe6ted,
fo they gave Money to procure, ot otherwife procur*d the dead Perfons to be return'd as dying of
other Diftempers 5 and this I know was pra6tis'd
afterwards in
all

Places,

many

Places, 1 believe 1

where the Diftemper came,

might
as

fay in

will

be

of the Numbers plac'din
the Weekly Bills under other Articles of Difeafes,
•during the time of the Infedion
For Example,^ in
the Month of July and Juguft^when the Plague was
coming on to its highefc Pitch j it was very ordinary
to have from a thomand to twelve hundred, nay to
almoft fifteen Hundred a Week of other Diflempersj not that the Numbers of thofe Diftempers
feen

by the

vaft Encreafe

:

were

really encreafed to fuch a Degree
But the
great Number of Families and Houfes where really
the Infection was, obtain'd the Favourto have their
dead be return'd of other Diftempers to prevent the
:

fhutting up their Houfes.

Dead of other

From

For Exampky

Difeafes befides the Plague.

the i8th to the 2fth July
to the I ft Jugufi
to the 8th
to the lyth
to the 2zd
the 2pth

—

P42
1004

^

i"

—

i43P
1331

1
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tp the fth September
to the 1 2th

to the ipth
to the 26th

Now

it

—

—

—

'

iz6^
iOj-6

1132,
'

P27

was not doubted, but the greatefl part
or a great part of them, were dead of the

of thefe,
Plague, but the Officers were prevail'd with to return
them as above, and the Numbers of fomc particular
Articles of Diilempers difcover'd is, as follows j
From

the ift to the 8th

o^Aug. to the

Fever 314
Spotted Fever 174
Surfeit

8f
po

Teeth

663
Viom

Aaguji 2 ^th to the ^th

Sept.

Fever 354
Spotted Fever lyj
Surfeit 68
Teeth 138

to the 22. to the 29.

i^-th.

3r3
ipo

87

There were

741 1

743

6pp

385
l6f

99
135

780

to the 12. to the 19.

to the 26.

332

309

p7
4f

loi

268
6y
^6
112

128

49
121
WMSM^MMM

WWMOTMMMa

728

348
166

602

feveral other Articles

f8o

WMMMMWQ

481

which bare a

Proportion to thefe, and which it is eafy to perceive,
increafed on the fame Account, as ^ged^ Confumpions^ Vomitings^ Impojihumes^ Gripes^ and the
like, many of which were not doubted to be infected People ; but as it was of the utmoft Confequcnce
to Families not to be known to be infected, if it was
poffible to avoid it,
fo they took all the meafures
they could to have it not believ'd
and if any died
in their Houfes to get them return'd to the Exami-

were

ners
4-
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and by the Searchers, as having died of other
Diftempers.
This, 1 fay, will account for the long Interval,
which, as I have faid^ was between the dying of the
be
firft Perfons that were returend iti the Bill to
dead of the Plague, and the time when the Diftemper fpread openly, and could not be conceal'd.
Befides, the Weekly Bills themfelves at that time
evidently difcover this Truth j for while there was
no Mention of the Plague, and no Increafe, after it
tiers,

had been mentioned, yet it was apparent, that there
was an Encreafe of thofe Diftempers which bordered neareft upon it, for Example there Vv^ere Eight,
Twelve, Seventeen of the Spotted Fever in a Week,
•when there were none, or but very few of the Plaguej
whereas before Om^ "tbree^ or Four^ were the ordinary

Weekly Numbers of that Diftemperj

likewife,

obferved before, the Burials increafed Weekly
in that particular Parifh, and the Parifhes adjacent,
any other Parifli, altho' there were none
more than
fet down of the Plague; all which tells us, that the
Infedion was handed on, and the SuccefTion of the
as

1

m

Diftemper

really preferv'd, tho'

that time to be ceafed, and to

it

feem'd to us at

come again

in a

man-

ner furprifing.
It might be alfo, that the Infe;5tion might remain
in other parts of the fame Parcel of Goods which at
firft it came in, and which might not be perhaps
opened, or at leaft not fully, or in the Cloths of the
firft infeded Perfon ; for I cannot think, that any
Body could be feiz'd with the Contagion in a fatal
and mortal Degree for nine Weeks together, and
fupport his State of Health fo well, as even not to
difcover it to themfelves ; yet if it were fo, the Argument is the ftronger in Favour of what lam faymgy namely, that the Infedion is retain'd in Bodies
apparently well5and convey'dfrom them to thofe they
conI-

the
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converfe with, while it is known to neither the one
nor the other.
Great were the Confufions at that time upon this
very Account > and when People began to be con-

the Infeftion was receiv'd in this furmanner from Perfons apparently well, they
began to be exceeding ITiie and jealous of every one
that came near them. Once in a publick Day, whether a Sabbath Day or not I do not remember, in
Aldgate Church in a Pew full of People, on a fudyinc'd that
prifing

immediately
ill Smell,
fhe fancies the Plague was in the Pew, whifpers her
Notion or Sufpicion to the next, then rifes and
goes out of the Pew, it immediately took with the
next, and fo to them all 5 and eveiy one of them, and
of the two or three adjoining Pews, got up and

cn, one fancy'd fhe fmelt an

went out of the Church, no Body knowing whac
it was offended them or from whom.
This immediately filled every Bodies Mouths with
one Preparation or other, fuch as the old Women
direded, and fome perhaps as Phyficians directed, in
order to prevent Infedion by the Breath of others >
infomuch that if we came to go into a Church,
when it was any thing full of People, there would
be fuch a Mixture of Smells at the Entrance, that it
was much more llrong, tho' perhaps not fo wholefome, than if you were going into an Apothecary's
or Druggift's Shop 5 in a Word, the whole Church
was like a fmelling Bottle, in one Corner it was all
Perfumes, in another Aromaticks, Balfamicks, and
Variety of Drugs, and Herbs j in another Salts and
Spirits, as every one was furnifh'd for their own
Prefervation 5 yet I obferv'd, that after People were
poilefs'd, as I have faid^ with the Belief or rather
Aflurance, of the Infection being thus carryed on by
Perfons apparently in Health, the Churches and
Meeting-Houfes were much thinner of People than
at
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at other times before that they us'd to

be 5 for this
of the People of London^ that during
the whole time of the Peftilence, the Churches or
Meetings were never wholly fhut up, nor did the
People decline coming out to the pubhc Worfhip
of God, except only in Tome Pariflies when the Violence of the Diftemper was more particularly in that
Pariih at that time 5 and even then no longer, than
it continued to be fo.
Indeed nothing was more ftrange, than to fee
with what Courage the People went to the public
Service of God, even at that time when they were
afraid to ftir out of their own Houfes upon any other
Occafion this I mean before the time of Defperation, which I have mention'd already 5 this was a
Proof of the exceeding Populoufnefs of the City at
the time of the Infe<5tion, notwithftanding the great

is to^

be

faid

•,

Numbers

that were gone into the Country at the
Alarm, and that fled out into the Forefts and
Woods when they were farther terrifyed with the
extraordinary Increafe of it.
For when we came to
fee the Crouds and Throngs of People, which appear'd on the Sabbath Days at the Churches, and
cfpecially in thofe parts of the Town where the
Plague was abated, or where it was not yet come
to its Height, it was amazing.
But of this I fhall
firft

fpeak again prefently j I return in the mean time
to the Article of infeding one another at firft 5
before People came to right Notions of the Infection, and of infecting one another. People were
only fhye of thofe that were really Tick, a Man with
a

Cap upon his Head, or with Cloths round his Neck,
was the Cafe of thofe that had Swellings there ;

rdjhkh

fuch was indeed frightful But when we faw a Gentledrefs'd, with his Band on and his Gloves in his
:

man

Hand,
of fuch

his

Hat upon

we had

his

Head, and

not the

leaft

his Hair comb'd,
and
Apprehenlions
Pe®ple

P
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People converfe a great while freely, efpecially with
But when
their Neighbours and fuch as they knew.
the Phyficians afTured us, that the Danger was as
well from the Sound, that is thefeemingly founds as the
Sick i and that thofe People, who thought themfelves
entirely free, were oftentimes the moft fatal 5 and that
it came to be generally underftood, that People were
Then I fay
fenfible of it, and of the reafon of it
they began to be jealous of every Body, and a van:
Number of People lock'd themfelves up, fo as not
:

to

come abroad

int9 any

Company

at all

,

nor fuf-

that had bien abroad in promifcuous Company, to come into their Houfes, or near them ; at
leaft not fo near them, as to be within the Reach of

fer any,

from them > and when
they were oblig'd to converfe at a Diftance with
Strangers, they would always have Prefervatives in
their Mouths, and about their Cloths to repell and
keep off the Infection.
It muft be acknowledg'd, that when People began
to ufe thefe Cautions, they were lefs expofed to
Danger, and the Infcdion did not break into fuch

their Breath, or of any Smell

Houies fo furioully as it did into others before,
and thoufands of Families were preferved, [peaking
with due Referve to the DireSlion of Divine Providence^ by that Means.
But it was impofTiblc to beat any thing into the
Heads of the Poor, they went on with the ufual Impetuofity of their Tempers full of Outcries and
Lamentations when taken, but madly carclefs of
themfelves, Fool-hardy and obftinate, while they
were well Where they could get Employment they
pufh'd into any kind of Bufinefs, the moft dangerous
and the moft liable to Infedion i and if they werQ
fpoken to, their Anfwer would be, / mufi truft to
:

God for that\
and

there

IVhyy

is

if

I am

taken^ then

an End ofme^ and the

What

mufi

I do? I can't

R

I am provided for^
O r T h u s,

like

:

ftarve^

i had as
g<^od
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good have the Plague as perijh for want.

have

n<f

what could I do? I muft do this or beg: Suppofe it was burying the dead, or attending the Sicky
or watching infe6ted Houfes, which were all terrible Hazards, but their Tale was generally the fameo
It is true Neceffity was a very juftifiable warranIVork.^

table Plea,

and nothing could be better

j

but their

way of Talk was much

the fame, where the Neceffities were not the fame
This adventurous Con^du£t of the Poor was that which brought the Plague
among them ia a moft furious manner, and this
join'd to the Diftrefs of their Circumftances, when
taken, was the reafon why they died fo by Heaps ^
for I cannot fay, I could obferve one jot of better
Hufbandry among them, I mean the labouring Poor,
while they were well and getting Money, than
there was before, but as lavifh, as extravagant, and
as thoughtlefs for to Morrow as everj fo that when>
they came to be taken fick, they were immediately in the utmoft Diftrefs as well for want, as for
Sicknefs, as well for lack of Food, as lack of
Health.
This Mifery of the Poor I had many Occafions
to be an Eye-witne(s of, and fometimes alfo of the
charitable Afliftance that fome pious People daily
gave to fuch, fending them Relief and Supplies
both of Food, Phyfick and other Help, as they found
they wanted 5 and indeed it is a Debt of Juilice due
to the Temper of the People of that Day to take
Notice here, that not only great Sums, very great'
Sums of Money were charitably fent to the Lord
Mayor and Aldermen for the Alliftance and Support of the poor diftemper'd People j but abundance
:

daily diftributed large Sums of
for their Relief, and fent People about to
enquire into the Condition of particular diftrefled and
vifited Famihes, and relieved them j nay fome pious

of private People

Money

Ladies were fo tranfported with Zeal in fo good a

Work,

the
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Prote^ion of Providence in Difcharge of the great Duty of Charity^
that they went about in perfon diftributing Alms to
the Poor, and even viliting poor Families, tho' fick
andinfefted in their very Houfes, appointing Nurfes
to attend thofc that wanted attending, and ordering
Apothecaries and Surgeons, the firft to fupply them
with Drugs or Plaifters, and fuch things as they
wanted 5 and the laft to lance and drefs the Swellings and Tumours, where fuch were wanting 5 giv*

Work, and

fo confident in the

ing their Bleffing to the Poor in fubftantial Relief
to them, as well as hearty Prayers for them.
I will not undertake to fay, as fomedo, that none
of thefe charitable People were fuffered to fall under
the Calamity itfelf j but this I may fay, that I ne^
ver knew any one of them that mifcarried, which
I mention for the Encouragement of others in cafe
of the like Diftrefs} and doubtlefs, if they that ghe
and he will repay them-,
to the Poor^ lend to the Lor
thofe that hazard their Lives to give to the Poor,
and to comfort and aflift the Poor in fuch a Mifery
as this, may hope to be prote£ted in the Work.
Nor was this Charity fo extraordinary eminent only in a few j bur, (for I cannot lightly quit this Point)
the Charity of the rich as well in the City and Suburbs as from the Country, was fo great, that in a
Word, a prodigious Number of People, who muft
otherwife inevitably have periflied for want as well
as Sicknefs, were fupported and fubfifted by it 5 and
tho' I could never, nor I believe any one elfe come
to a full Knowledge of what was fo contributed,
yet I do believe, that as 1 heard one fay, that was

a critical Obferver of that Part, there was not only many Thoufand Pounds contributed, but many
hundred thoufand Pounds, to the Relief of the Poor
of this diftreffed affliftedCity j nay one Man affirm'd to

me that he

could reckon up above one hundred thou-

R

%
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fand Pounds a

Week, which was

<?/
diftributed

by the

Church Wardens at the feveral Parifh Veftries,
by the Lord Mayor and the Aldermen in the feveral
Prccinds, and by the particular Diredion
of the Court and of the Juftices refpeftively in the parts
where they refided j over and above the private Charity diftributed by pious Hands in the manner I fpeak
of, and this continued for many Weeks together.

Wards and

but if it be
is a very great Sum j
that there was diftributed in the Parifh of
Cripplegate only 17800 Pounds in one Week to the
Relief of the Poor, as I heard reported, and which
I really believe was true, the other may not be imI confefs this

true,

probable.

was doubtlefs to be reckoned among the many
good Providences which attended this great
City, and of which there were many other worth recording } I fay, this was a very remarkable one,
It

fignal

God

thus to move the Hearts of the
of the Kingdom, fo chearfully to
contribute to the Relief and Support of the poor
at London ; the good Conlequences of which were
felt many ways, and particularly in preferving the
Lives and recovering the Health of fo many thoufands, and keeping fo many Thoufands of Families
from periftiing and ftarving.
And now I am talking of the merciful Difpofition
of Providence in this time of Calamity, I cannot
but mention again, tho' I have fpoken feveral times
of it already on other Account, I mean that of the
Progrcffion of the Diftemper j how it began at one
end of the Town, and proceeded gradually and flowly from one Part to another, and like a dark Cloud
that pafles over our Heads, which as it thickens and
clears up at the
overcafts the Air at one End,
So while the Plague went on raging from
other end
Weft to Eaft, as it went forwards Eaft, it abated

that

it

pleafed

People in

all

parts

:

in

the

V
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the Weft, by which means thofe parts of the
Town, which were not feiz'd, or who were left,
and where it had fpent its Fury, were (as it were)
fpar'd to help and aflift the other j whereas had the
Diftemper fpread it felf over the whole City and
Suburbs at once, raging in all Places alike, as it has
done lince in fome Places abroad, the whole Body
of the People muft have been overwhelmed,and there
would have died twenty thoufand a Day, as they
fay there did at Naples^ nor would the People have
been able to have help'd or allifted one another.
For it muft be obferv'd that where the Plague was
in its full Force, there indeed the People were very
miferable, and the Confternation was inexprefJible.
But a little before it reach'd even to that place, or
prefently after it was gone, they were quite another
Sort of People, and I cannot but acknowledge, that
there was too much of that common Temper of
Mankind to be found among us all at that time j
namely to forget the Deliverance, when the Danger
is paft:
But I fhall come to fpeak of that part
again.
It muft not be forgot here to take fome Notice
of the State of Trade, during the time of this common Calamity, and this with rcfpe6t to Foreign
Trade, as alfo to our Home-trade.
As to Foreign Trade, there needs little to be
faid ; the trading Nations of Europe were all afraid
of us, no Port of France^ or Holland^ or Spain^ or
Italy would admit our Ships or correfpond with us j
indeed we ftood on ill Terms with the Dutch^ and
were in a furious War with them, but tho' in
a bad Condition to fight abroad , who had fuch
dreadful Enemies to ftruggle with at Home.
Our Merchants accordingly were at a full Stop,
then- Ships could go no where, that is to fay to no
place abroad j their Manufaftures and Merchandife,

R

3

that

-

M eJm oi r
that

is

to fay, of our

s

(?/

Growth, would not be touch'4

abroad } they were as much afraid of our Goods,
they were of our People
and indeed they had
reafon, for our woolen Manufactures are as retentive of Infe<5i:ion as human Bodies, and if pack'dup
by Perfons infe£ted would receive the Infection, and
be as dangerous to touch, as a Man would be that
was infe6ted ; and therefore when any Englijh VefTel
arrivM in Foreign Countries, if they did take the
Goods on Shore, they always caufed the Bales to
be opened and air'd in Places appointed for that
Purpofe : But from London they would not fufFer
them to come into Port , much lefs to unlade their
Goods upon any Terms whatever} and this Stri6tnefs
was efpecially us'd with them in Spain and Italy^ in
Turkey and the Iflands of the Arches indeed as they are
call'd, as well thofe belonging to the Turks as to the
Venetians^ they were not fo very rigid j in the firft
there was no Obftru<5i:ion at all j and four Ships, which
were then in the River loading for Italy^ that is
iQX Le^ornmdiNaples^htm^ denyed Produd, as they
call it^ went on to Turkey^ and were freely admitted
to unlade their Cargo without any Difficulty, only
that when they arriv'd there, fome of their Cargo
was not fit for Sale in that Country, and other
Parts of it being confign'd to Merchants at Leghorn^
the Captains of the Ships had no Right nor anyOr-?
ders to difpofe of the Goods } fo that great Inconveniences followed to the Merchants. But this was nothing but what the Neceffity of Affairs required, and
the Merchants at Leghorn and at Naples having Notice given them, fent again from thence to take
Care of the Effeds, which were particularly conJfign'd to thofe Ports, and to bring back in other
Ships fuch as were improper for the Markets at
Smyrna and Scanderoon.
The Inconveniences in Spain and Portugal were
ftill greater} for they would, by no
m^ans, fuffer
as

9W
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from London^ to come

into any of their Ports, much left to unlade 3 there
was a Report, that one of our Ships having by
Stealth delivered her Cargo, among which wasfome
Bales of Englijh Cloth, Cotton, Kerfyes, and fuch
like Goods, the Spaniards caufed all the Goods to

be burnt, and punilTied the Men with Death who
were concerned in carrying them on Shore. This I
believe was in Part true, tho'I do not affirm it: But it
feeing the Danger was realis not at all unlikely,
ly very great, the Infection being (b violent in Zo«don.
I heard likewife that the Plague was carryed into
thofe Countries by fome of our Ships, and particularly to the Port of Fafo in the Kingdom of ^7^^ri?^, belonging to the King of Portugal 5 and that
feveral Perfons died of it there, but it was not con-

Hrm'd.
On the other Hand, tho' the Spaniards and Portuguefe were fo fhie of us, it is moft certain, that the
Plague, as has been faidj keeping at firft much at
that end of the Town next IVeflminfler^ the merchandifing part of the Town, fuch as the City and
the Water-fide, was perfectly found, till at leaft the
Beginning of July-y and the Ships in the River till
the Beginning of Augufl j for to the i^' of July^
there had died but feven within the whole City,
and but 60 within the Liberties j but one in all
the Parifhes of Stepney^ Aldgate^ and JVhite-Chap'
pel 5 and but two in all the eight Parifhes of South'
wark. But it was the fame thing abroad, for the
bad News was gone over the whole World, that
the City of London was infeded with the Plague ^
and there was no inquiring there, how the Infection proceeded, or at which part of the Town it
was begun, or was re-ach'd to.
Befides, after it began to fprcad, it increafed fo
all on a fudden,
faft, and the Bills grew fo high,
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was to no purpofe to

t

s

of

the Report of it,
or endeavour to make the People abroad think it
better than it was, the Account which the Weekly Bills gave in was fufficient 3 and that there died
two thoufand to three orfourthoufanda Week, was
fufficient to alarm the whole trading part of the
World, and the following time being fo dreadful
alfo in the very City it felf, put the whole World,
that

it

leflen

/ fay, upon their Guard againft it.
You may be fure alfo, that the Report

of thefe

things loft nothing in the Carriage, the Plague was
it felf very terrible, and the Diftrels of the People
very great, as you may obferve by what I have faid
But the Rumor was infinitely greater, and it muft
not be wonder'd, that our Friends abroad, as my
Brother'sCorrefpondents in particular were told there,
in Portugal and Italy where he chiefly traded,
that in London there died twenty thoufand in aWeek j
that the dead Bodies lay unburied by Heaps j that
the living were not fufficient to bury the dead,
or the Sound to look after the Sick j that all
the Kingdom was infcded likewife, fo that it was
an univerfal Malady , fuch as was never heard of in
thofe parts of the World j and they could hardly
believe us, when we gave them an Account how
things really were, and how there was not above
one Tenth part of the People dead > that there was

mmdy

f 00000
that

the time in the Town j
the People began to walk the Streets

left that lived all

now

again, and thofe,

who were

was no Mifs of the

ufual

fled, to return

Throng of people

,

there
in the

except as every Family might mifs their ReNeighbours, and the like j I fay they could
not believe thefe things ; and if Enquiry were now
to be made in Naples, or in other Cities on the
Coaft of Italy, they would tell you that there was
Streets,

lations and

^ dreadful Infection in London fo many Years ago

>
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which, as ahove^ there died Twenty Thoufand
in a Week, ^c. Juft as we have had it reported in
Lon^on^ that there was a Plague in the Gty of Naples^
in the Year i6y6,in which there died 20000 People
in a Day, of which I have had very good Satisfaction, that it was utterly falfe.
But thefe extravagant Reports were very prejudicial to our Trade as well as unjuft and injurious
in themfelvesj for it was a long Time after the
Plague was quite over, before our Trade could recover it felf in thofe parts of the World j and the
Flemings and DuUh, but efpecially the laft, made
very great Advantages of it, having all the Market
to themfelves, and even buying our Manufadures
in the feveral Parts of England where the Plague
was not, and carrying them to Holland^ and Flanders^ and from thence tranfporting them to Spain^
and to Italy ^ as if they had been of their own makin

ing-

But they were dete6bed fometimes and punifh'd,
is to fay, their Goods confifcated,
and Ships
alfo >
for if it was true, that oar Manufa£tures, as
well as our People, were infe6ted, and that it was
dangerous to touch or to open, and receive the
Smell of them 5 then thofe People ran the hazard by
that

that clandeftine Trade, not only of carrying the
Contagion into their own Country, but alio of infefting the Nations to whom they traded with thofe
Goods J which, confidering how many Lives might
be loll in Confequence of fuch an A£tion, muft be
a Trade that no Men of Confcience could fuffer
themfelves to be concern'd in.
I do not take upon me to fay, that any harm was
done, I mean of that Kind, by thofe People But I
doubt, I need not make any fuch Provifo in the
Cafe of our own Country j for either by our People of London^ or by the Commerce, which made
their coaverfing with all Sorts of People in every
County,
:
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County, and of every confiderableTown, neceflary,
I fay, by this means the Plague was firft or laft
fpread all over the Kingdom, as well in London as
in all the Cities and great Towns, efpecially in the
trading Manufa£turing Towns, and Sea-Ports j fo
that firft or laft, all the confiderable Places in England were vifited more or lefs, and the Kingdom of
Ireland in fome Places, but not fo univerfally j how
it far'd with the People in Scotland^ I had no op-

to be oblerv'd, that while the Plague contiLondon^ the out PorfSy as they are
call'd, enjoy'd a very great Trade, efpecially to the
adjacent Countries, and to our own Plantations >
for Example, the Towns of Colchefler, Tarmouthy
and HuUy on that fide of England^ exported to Holland and Hamhurghy the Manufad:ures of the adjacent Counties for feveral Months after the Trade
It

nued

is

fo violent in

with London was

as it were entirely fhut up 5 likewife the Cities of Briflol and Exeter with the Port
of Plymouth^ had the like Advantage to Spain^ to
the Canaries^ to Guinea^ and to the JVefi Indies
and particularly to Ireland j but as the Plague fpread
it felf every way after it had been in London^ to fuch
a Degree as it was in Augufi and September-, fo all,
or moft of thofe Cities and Towns were infected
firft or laft, and then Trade was as it were under a
general Embargo, or at a full ftop, as I fhall obferve farther, when I fpeak of our home Trade.
One thing however muft be obferved, that as to
Ships coming in from Abroad, as many you may be
fure did5fome,who were out in all Parts of the World
a confiderable while before, and fome who when they
went out knew nothing of an Infection, oratleaft of
thefe came up the River boldly,
one fo terrible 5
and delivered their Cargoes as they were oblig'd to
-^
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Weight of

the Infection lying,
as I may fay, all below Bridge, no Body durft appear in Bufinefs for a while But as this continued
but for a few Weeks, the Homeward bound Ships,
efpecially fuch whofe Cargoes were not liable to
fpoil, came to an Anchor for a Time, fhort of
*, or frefli Water part of the River, even
as low as the River Medway, where feveral of them
ran in, and others lay at the Nore^ and in the Hope
below Grave/end: So that by the latter end of Oclober^ there was a very great Fleet of Homeward
bound Ships to come up, fuch as the like had not
been known for many Years.
:

The
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Two

'

particular Trades

were carried on by Water

the while of the Infe6tion, and that
with little or no Interruption, very much to the
Advantage and Comfort of the poor diftrefTed People of the City, and thofe were the coafting Trade
for Corn, and the Newcajile Trade for Coals.
The firft of thefe was particularly carried on by
fmall VefTels, from the Port of Hull^ and other
Places in the Humher^ by which great Qiiantities
of Corn were brought in from TorkJIme and Lincoin/hire : The other part of this Corn-Trade was
Carriage

all

from Lynn in Norfolk^ from fFells^ and Burnham^
and from Tarmoitth^ all in the fame County j and
the third Branch was from the River Medway^ and
from Milton^ Feverjham^ Margate^ and Sandnvich^
and all the other little Places and Ports round the
Coaft of Kent and EJfex.
There was alfo a very good Tradt from t he Coaft
of Suffolk with Corn, Butter and Cheefej thefe
Veflels kept a conftant Courfe of Trade, and without Interruption came up to that Market known
* That Part of the River where the Ships

come Home,

is call'd

Sides of the Water,

the Tooly and takes in

all

lye

up when they
on both

the River

from the TQwer to CmkoWs

Point, and Lime-

houfe,

mil

Me mo IK s

zjz
ftill

by the

Name of

of

Bear-Key, where they (upply'd

the City plentifully with Corn, when Land Carriage began to fail, and when the People began to
befickof coming from many Places in the Country.
This alfo was much of it owing^ to the Prudence and Condu6fc of the Lord Mayor, who took
{uch care to keep the Matters and Seamen from
Danger, when they came up, caufing their Corn to
be bought off at any time they wanted a Market,
( which however was very feldom ) and caufing the
Corn-Fadors immediately to unlade and deliver the
Veffels loaden with Corn, that they had very little
occafion to come out of their Ships or VefTels, the
Money being always carried on Board to them, and
put into a Pail of Vinegar before it was carried.

fecond Trade was, that of Coals from New1'yne ; without which the City would
have been greatly diftrefled j for not in the Streets
only, but in private Houfes and Families, great
Quantities of Coals were then burnt, even all the
Summer long, and when the Weather was hotteft,
which was done by the Advice of the Phyficians j
fome indeed oppos'd it, and infifted that to keep
the Houfes and Rooms hot, was a means to propagate the Diftemper, which was -a Fermentation and
Heat already in the Blood, that it was known to
fpread, and increafe in hot Weather, and abate in
cold, and therefore they alkdg'd that all contagious
Diftempers are the worfe for Heat, becaufe the Contagion was nourifhed, and gain'd Strength in hot
Weather, and was as it were propagated in Heat.
Others faid, they granted, that Heat in the Climate might propagate InfeAion, as fultry hot Weather fills the Air with Vermine, and nourifiies innumerable Numbers, and Kinds of venomous Creatures,
which breed in our Food, in the Plants, and even in
Dur Bodies, by the very ftench of which, Infe6tion

The

cafile

upon

may

tbeVLAGXJE.,
may be propagated

alfo,

ijj

that heat in the Air, or

heat of Weather, as ive ordinarly call it^ makes Boand faint, exhaufts the Spirits, opens the
Pores, and makes us more apt to receive Infedion,
or any evil Influence, be it from noxious peftilential Vapors, or any other Thing in the Air : But
that the heat of Fire, and efpecially of Coal Fires
dies relax

kept in our Houfes, or near us, had a quite different
Operation, the Heat being not of the fame Kind,
but quick and fierce, tending not to nourifh but to
confume, and diffipate all thofe noxious Fumes,
which the other kind of Heat rather exhaled, and
ftagnated, than fcparated, and burnt up 5 befides it
was alledg'd, that the fulphurous and nitrous Particles, that are often found to be in the Coal, with
that bituminous Subftancc which burns, are all affifting to clear and purge the Air, and render it
whollbm and fafe to breath in, after the nodious
Particles as above are difpers'd and burnt up.
The latter Opinion prevail'd at that Time, and
as I muft confefs I think with good Reafon, and
the Experience of the Citizens confirm'd it, many
Houfes which had conftant Fires kept in the Rooms,
having never been infe6ted at all j and I muft join
my Experience to it, for I found the keeping good
Fires kept our Rooms fweetand wholfom, and I do
verily believe made our whole Family fo, more than
would otherwife have been.
But I return to the Qoals as a Trade, it was with
no little difficulty that this Trade was kept open,
and particularly becaufe as we were in an open
War with the Dutch^ at that Time , the Dutch
Capers at firft took a great many of our Collier
Ships, which made the reft cautious, and made

them to ftay to come in Fleets together But after
fome time, the Capers were either afraid to take
them, or their Mafters, the States, were afraid they
fhould, and forbad them, left the Plague Ihould be
:

acnon^
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For the Security of thofe Northern Traders, the
Coal Ships were ordered by my Lord Mayor, not
to come up into the Pool above a certain Number
at a Time, and order'd Lighters, and other VefTels,
fuch as the Wood-mongers, that is the Wharf
Keepers, or Coal-Sellers furnilhed, to go down, and
take out the Coals as low as Deptford and Green*
wkh, and fome farther down.
Others dehver'd great Quantities of Coals in par^cular Places, where the Ships cou'd come to the
Shoar, as at Greenwich^ Blackwal, and other Plabut
ces, in vaft Heaps, as if to be kept for Sale
were then fetch'd away, after the Ships which
brought them were gone ; fo that the Seamen had
no Communication with the River-Men, nor fo

much
Yet

as

came near one another.

this Caution, could not effedually prethe Diftemper getting among the Colliery,
that is to fay, among the Ships, by which a great
many Seamen died of it 5 and that which was ftill
worie, was, that they carried it down to Ip/wich,
and Tarmouth^ to Neivcaflk upon Tyne^ and other
all

vent

Places on the Coaft 5 where, elpecially at Newcafik
and at Sunderland^ it carried off a great Number of

People.

The making fo many Fires as above, did indeed
confume an unufual Quantity of Coals 5 and that upon one or two flops of the Ships coming up, whether by contrary Weather, or by the Interruption
of Enemies, I do not remember, but the Price of
Coals was exceeding dear, even as high as 4 1. a
Chalder, but it foon abated when the Ships came
in, and as afterwards they had a freer Paffage, the
Price was very reafonable all the reft of that Year.
The publick Fires which were made on thefe
Occafions, as I have calculated it, muft neceflarily
haver

the
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have coft the City about 200 Chaldef of Coals a
Week, if they had continued, which was indeed a very great Quantity 5 but as it was, thought
neceflary, nothing was fpar'd j however as fome of
the Phyficians cry'd them down, they were not kept
a-light above four or five Days y the Fires were or^
der'd thus.

One

at the Cufiom-houfe^ one at BilUngfgate^ one
^een-hithy and one at the 'Three Cranes^ one in
Black FrierSy and one at the Gate of Bridewel, one
at the Corner of Leadenhal Street, and Grace-churchy
one at the North^ and one at the South Gate of the
Royal Exchange^ one at Guild Hall^ and one at
Blackwell'hall Gate, one at the Lord Mayor's Door,
in St. Helens y one at the Weft Entrance into St. PauPs, and one at the Entrance into Bow
Church I do not remember whether there was any
at the City Gates, but one at the Bridge foot there
was, juft by St. Magnus Church.
.1 know, fome have quarrell'd fince that at the
Experiment, and faid, that there died the more
People, becaufe of thofe Fires 5 but I am perfuaded
thofe that fay fo, offer no Evidence to prove it,
neither can I believe it on any Account whatever.
It remains to give fome Account of the State of
Trade at home in England during this dreadful
Time, and particularly as it relates to the Manufactures, and the Trade in the City At the firft breaking out of the Infection, there was, as it is eafie to
fuppofe, a very great fright among the People, and
eonfequently a general ftop of Trade 5 except in
Provifions and NecefTaries of Life, and even ii\
thofe Things, as there was a vaft Number of People
fled, and a very great Number always fick, belldes
the Number which died, fo there could not be
above two Thirds, if above one Half of the Confumption of Provifions in the City as ufed to be.

at

:

:

Meuoikso/

1^6
It pleas'd

God,

to fend a very plentiful

Year of

Corn and Fruit, but not of Hay or Grafs j by
which means, Bread was cheap, by Reafon of the
Plenty of Corn Flefh was cheap, by Reafon of
:

-

the Scarcity of Grafs j but Butter and Cheefe were
dear for the fame Reafon, and Hay in the Market
juft beyond White-Chapel Bars, was fold at 4 1. per
Load. But that afFe£ted not the Poor j there was
a moft excelHve Plenty of all Sorts of Fruit, fuch
as Apples, Pears, Plumbs, Cherries, Grapes 5 and
they were the cheaper, becaufe of the want of People J but this made the Poor eat them to excefs, and
this brought them into Fluxes, griping of the Guts,
Surfeits, and the like, which often precipitated them
into the Plague.
But to come to Matters of Trade 5 firft. Foreign
Exportation being ftopt, or at leaft very much interrupted, and rendred difficult; a general Stop
ofallthofe Manufaftories followed of Courfe, which
were ufually bought for Exportation ; and tho' fometimes Merchants Abroad were importunate for
Goods, yet little was fent, the Paflages being fo
generally ftop'd, that the EngUJh Ships would not
be admitted, as is faid already, into their Port.
This put a ftop to the Manufa6tures, that were
for Exportation in moft Parts of England^ except in
fome out Ports ; and even that was foon ftop'd,
for they all had the Plague in their Turn : But tho'
this was felt all over England^ yet what was ft ill
worfe, all Intercourfe of Trade for Home Confumption of Manufadures, efpecially thofe which ufually circulated thro' the Londoners Hands, was ftop'd
at once, the Trade of the City being ftop'd.
All Kinds of Handicrafts in the City, ^c. Tradefmen and Mechanicks, were, as I have faid before, out of Employ, and this occafion'd the putting
off, and difmiiTing an innumerable Number ofJourney-men, and Work-men of all Sorts, feeing nothin"

|
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thing was done relating to fuch Trades, but what
might be faid to be abfoiutely neceOavy.
This caufed the Multitude of, iingle People in
London to be unprovided for j as alfo of Families,
whofe hving depended upon the Labour of the
Heads of thofe Families 5 I fay, this reduced them
to extream Miferyj and I mult confefs it is for the
Honour of the City of London^ and will be for
many Ages, as long as this is to be fpoken of, that
they were able to lupply with charitable Provifion,
the Wants of fo many Thoufands of thofe as afterwards fell fick, and were difcrefled j fo that it may

be

no Body perifhed for Want,
Magiftrates had any notice given

fafely aver'd that

at left

them

that the

of.

This Stagnation of our Manufifturing Trade in
the Country, would have put the People there to
much greater Difficulties, but that the MalterWorkmen, Clothiers and others, to the uttermoftof
their Stocks and Strength, kept on making their
Goods to keep the Poor at Work, believing that
as foon as the Sickncfs fhould abate, they would have
a quick Demand in Proportion to the Decay of
their Trade at that Time: But as none but thofe
Mailers that were rich could do thus, and that
many were poor and not able, the ManufaAuring
Trade in England fufTer'd greatly, and the Poor
were pinch'd all over England by the Calamity of
the City of London only.
It is true, that the next Year made them full
amends by another terrible Calamity upon the City >
fb that the City by one Calamity impoverilhed and
weaken'd the Country, and by another Calamity
even terrible too of its Kind, enrich'd the Country
and made them again amends For an infinite Quantity of Houfhold Stuff, wearing Apparel, and other
Things, befides whole Ware-houfes fill'd with
Merchandize .aad Manufa6turies5 fuch as come from
all
S
:
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Parts of England^ were confum'd in the Fire of
London^ the next Year after this terrible Vifitation:
all

is incredible what a Trade this made all over the
whole Kingdom, to make good the Want, and to
fupply that Lofs So that, in Ihorr^all the manufaduring Hands in the Nation were fet on Work, and
were little enough, for feveral Years, to fupply the
Market and anfwerthe Demands j all Foreign Markets, alfo were empty of our Goods, by the ftop
which had been occafioned by the Plague, and before an open Trade was allow'd again j and the

It

:

prodigious Demand at Home fiilling in join'd to
make a quick Vent for all Sorts of Goods ; fo that
there never was known fuch a Trade all over England for the Time, as was in the firft feven Years
after the Plague, and after the Fire of London.
It remains now, that I fhould (liy fomething of
The
the merciful Part of this terrible Judgment
lall Week in September^ the Plague being come to
I remember
its Crifis, its Fury began to alTwage.
my Friend Do6tor Heath coming to fee me the
Week before, told me, he was fure that the Violence of it would affwage in a few Days 5 but when
I faw the weekly Bill of that Week, which was
the higheft of the whole Year, being 8ip7 of all
Difeafes, I upbraided him with it, and afk'd him,
:

what he had made his Jmigment from ? His Anfwer,
however, was not fo much to feek, as I thought it
would have been ; look you, fays he^ by the Number
at this Time iick and infe<5ted,there fhould
have been twenty Thoufand dead the lalt Week, inflead ofeii^htThoufandJf the inveterate mortal Confor then
tagion had been, as it was two Weeks ago
kilPd in
it ordinarily
two or three Days, now
not under Eight or Ten ; and then not above One
in Five recovered 3 whereas I have obferv'd, that
now not above Two in Five mifcarryj and obferve
it from me, the next Bill will decreafe, and you

which are

will

,

the
will fee

P

L
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G
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ufed to do

j

now

every where infelled, and as many every Day fall Tick ; yet there
will not fo many die as there did, for the Malignity of the Diftemper is abated > adding, that he began now to hope, nay more than hope, that the
for tho' a vail Multitude are

.

U E.

many more People recover than

Infection had pafs'd

its

Criris,and

was going off 5 and

accordingly fo it was, for the next Week being, as
I faid, the laft in September^ the Bill decreafed al*

moil two Thoufand.
It is true, the Plngue was ftill at a frightful
Height, and the next Bill was nolefs than (5460, and
the next to that J'72.0
but flill my Friend's Obfervatioo was juil, and it did appear the People did re-

.

,

cover fader, and more in Number, than they ufed
to do 5 and indeed if it had not been ib, what had been
the Condition of the City of London ? for according to my Friend there were not fewer than iixty
ThoufandPeople at that Time infcded, whereof, as
above, 10477 died, and near 40000 I'ccoveredj whereas had it been as it was beibre. Fifty thoufand of
that Number would very probably have died, if
not more, and yoooo more would have iickned 3 for
in a Word, the whole Mafs of People began to
ficken, and it look'd as if none v/ould efcape.
But this Remark of my Friend's appear'd more
evident in a few Weeks more ; for the Decreafe
went on, and another Week in Oclober it decreased
So that the Number dead of the Plague
184P.
was but 266 f, and the next Week it decrealed
141 3 more, and yet it was feen plainly, that there
was abundance of People fick, nay abundance more

than ordinary, and abundance fell lick every Day,
but (as above) the Malignity of the Difeafe abated.
Such is the precipitant Difpofition of our Peoorld
ple, whether it is fo or not all over the
that's norie of my particular Buiinefs to enquire j
but I faw it -apparently here, that as upon the firft
Fright
S 2,

W
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Fright of the Infedion, they fliiin'd one another^
and fled from one another's Houfes, and from the
City with an unaccountable, and, as I thought, unneccflary Fright ; fo now upon this Notion fpreading, (yiz.) that the Diftemper was not fo catching as formerly, and that if it was catch'd, it was not
mortal , and feeing abundance of People
fo
who really fell fick, recover again daily, they
took to fuch a precipitant Courage, and grew fo
entirely regardlefs of themfelves, and of the Infection, that they made no more of the Plague than
of an ordinary Fever, nor indeed fo much j they not
only went boldly into Company, with thofe who
had Tumours and Carbuncles upon them, that were
running, and confequently contagious, but eat and
drank \vith them, nay into their Houfes to vifit
them, and even, as I was told, into their very Chambers where they lay fick.
This I cou'd not fee rational j my Friend Doctor Heath allow'd, and it wa^ plain to Experience, that the Diftemper was as catching as ever,
and as many fell fick, but only he alledg'd, that fo
many of thofe that fell fick did not die j but I think
that while many did die, and that, at beft, the Diftemper it felf was very terrible, the Sores and
Swellings very tormenting, and the Danger of
Death not left out of the Circumftanc^ of Sicknefs^,
tho' not fo frequent as before > all thofe things, together with the exceeding Tedioufnefs of the Cure, the
Loath fomnefs of the Difeafe, and many other Articles,
were enough to deter any Man living from a dangerous Mixture with the fick People,and make them
almoft to avoid the Infe6tion as before.
there was another Thing whi<:h made the
meer catching of the Diftemper frightful, and that
was the terrible burning of the Caufticks, which
the Surgeons laid on the Swellings to bring them
as anxious

Nay
'

tQ break, and to run

without which the Danger
4-

®^

the
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of Death was very

great, even to the laH;

;

alfo

the

Torment of the Swelhngs, which tho'
might not make People raving and di(lra6ted, as

unfufFerable
it

they were before, and as I have given feveral Inflances of ah'cady, yet they put the Patient to incxpreffible Torture s and thofe that fell into it, tho'
they did efcape with Life, yet they made bitter Complaints of thofe, that had told them there was no Danger,and fadly repented their Rafhnefs and Folly in venturing to run into the reach of it.
Nor did this unwary Conduct of the People

^

end here, for a great many that thus caft off their
Cautions fuffered more deeply Hill j and tho' many
efcap'd, yetjmany died j and at leaft it had this publick Mifchief attending it, that it made the Decreafe of Burials flower than it would otherwife
have been 5 for as this Notion run like Lightning
thro' the City, and People Heads were poflefs'd
with it, even as foon as the firii; great Decreafe in
the Bills appear'd^ we found, that the two next
theReafon I
Bills did not decreafe in Proportion j
take to be the Peoples running fo raihly into Danger, giving up all their former Cautions, and Care,
and all theShynefs which they ufed to praftilej depending that the Sicknefs would not reach them,
or that if it did, they fliould not di#.
The Phyficians oppos'd this thoughtlefs Humour of the People with all their Might, and gave
out printed Diredions, fpreading them all over the
City and Suburbs, advifing the People to continue
r)eferv'd,and to ufe ftill the utmoft Caution in their ordinary Conduct, notwith Handing the Decreafe of the
Diftemper, terrifying them with the Danger of bring

ing a Relapfe upon the whole City, and teUingthem
how fuch a Relapfe might be more fatal and dangerous than the whole Vifitation that had been
already i with many Arguments andReafons to explain and prove that part to them, and which are
|oo lona; to repeat here.

S3
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was all to no Purpofe, the audacious Creatures were fo p^ilefs'd with the firft Joy, and fo
furpriz'd with the SatisFaftion of feeing a vaft Decreafe ii. the weekly Bills, that they were impenetrable by any new Terrors, and would not be perfuaded, but chat the Bitternefs of Death waspafs'd j
and it was to no more purpofe to talk to them,
it

than to an Eaft-windj but they open'd Shops, went
about Streets, did Buiinefs, and converfed with any
Body that came in their Way to converfe with,
whether with Bufinefs, or without, neither inquiring of their Health, or fo much as being Apprehenfive of any Danger from them,
tho' they knew
them not to be found.
This imprudent ralTi Conduct cofl a great many
their Lives, who had with great Care and Caution
fhut themfelves up, and kept retir'd as it were from
all Mankind,
and had by that means, under God's
Providence, been preferv'd thro' all the heat of that
Infection.

Conduct, Ifay^ of the People
took notice to them
of it at laft, and laid before them both the Folly
and Danger of itj and this check'd it a little, fo
that they grew more cautious, but it had another
EfFe61:, which they cou'd not check ; for as the firfl;
Rumour had fpread not over the City only, but into the Country, it had the like Effe6t, and the People were fo tir'd with being fo long from London^
^nd fo eager to come back, that they flock'd to
Town without Fear or Forecaft, and began to fhew
themfelves in the Streets, as if all the Danger was
over It was indeed furprifing to fee it, for tho' there
died ftill from a Thoufmd to eighteen Hundred a
Week, yet the People flock'd tq Town, as if all
had been well.
The Confequence of this was, that the Bills en-

This rafli and

went

fool ifh

fo far, that the Minillers

:

§rG4s'd again

Four Hundred the very

I

firft

Week

iq
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Ndvemher-, and if I might believe the Phyficiaav
there was above three ThouHmd fell fick that

Week, moft of them new Comers

too.

One'JOHN COCK^'x

Barber in St. Martins le
Grand, was an eminent Example of thisj I mean
of the hafty Return of the People, when the
Plague was abated
This John Cock had left the
Town with his whole Family, and lock'd up his
Houfe, and was gone in the Country, as manyothers did, and finding the Plague fo decreas'd in
November, that there died but pof per Week of
all Difeafes, he ventur'd home again 5 he had in his
:

Family Ten Perfons, that is to fay, himfelf and
Wife, five Children, two Apprentices, and a Maid
Servant J he had not been return'd to his Houfe
above a Week, and began to open his Shop, and
carry on his Trade , but the Diftemper broke out
in his Family, and within about five Days they all
died, except one, that is to fay, himfelf, his Wife,
all his five Children, and his two Apprentices, and
only the Maid remain'd alive.
But the Mercy of God was greater to the reft than
had Reafon to expedj for the Malignity, as I have
faid, of the Diftemper was fpenr,
the Contagion
was exhaufted, and alfo the Winter Weather came
on apace, and the Air was clear and cold, with
fome fharp Froftsj and thisencreafing ftill, moft of
thofe that had fallen fick recover'd, and the Health
of the City began to return: There were indeed fome
Returns of the Diftemper, even in the Month of
December, and the Bills encreafed near a Hundred,

but it went off again and fo in a ftiort while.
Things began to return to their own Channel. And
wonderful it was to fee how populous the City was
again all on a fudden 5 fo that a Stranger could not
mifs the Numbers that were loft,neither was there any
mils of the Inhabitants as to their Dwelhngs: Few
or no empty Houfes were to be feen, or if there
^ ^
were
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there was no

were fome,

of

want of Tenants

for

them.
I wifli I cou'd fay, that as the City had a new
Face, fo the Manners of the People had a new ApI doubt not but there v/ere many that
pearance
retain'd a fincere Senfe of theh" Dehverance, and
that were heartily thankful to that fovereign Hand,
that had proteded them in fo dangerous a Time j it
would be very uncharitablee to judge otherwife in
a City fo populous, and where the People were fo
devout, as they were here in the Time of the Vilitation it felf j but except what of this was to be
found in particular Families, and Faces, it muft be
acknowledged that the general Practice of the People was juil as it was belore, and very little Difference
:

was

to be feen.

indeed faid Things were worfe, that the
Morals of the Peop]e declin'd from this vere time 5
that the People harden'd by the Danger they had
been in, like Sca-men after a Storm is over, were
more Avicked and more ftupid, more bold and
hardened in their Vices and Immoralities than they
but I will not carry it fo far neither :
were before
It would take up a Hiftory of no fmall Length,
to give a Particular of all the Gradations, by which
the Courfe of Things in this City came to be reftor'd again, and to run in their own Channel as

Some

they did before.
Some Parts of England were now infe£ted as violently as Z.o»^^)« had been j the Cities of Norwich^ Peter
borough^ Lincoln^ Cohhefter^ and other Places were,
now vilited} and the Magiftrates of London began to fet
Rules for our Conduft, as to correfponding with
It is true, we could not pretend to
thofe Cities
forbid their People coming to Loudon^ becaufe it
:

impoflible to know them afTunder, fo after many
Coniultations, the Lord Mayor, and Court of Al-

was

dermen wsre

oblig'd to drop

it

:

All they cou'd dq,

if^^
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was to warn and caution the People, not to entertain in their Houfes, or converfe with any People
who they knew came from fuch infected Places.
But they might as well have talk'd to the Air,
for the People of London thought themfelves fo
Plague-free now, that they were paft all Admonitions ; they feem'd to depend upon it, that the Air
was reftor'd, and that the Air was like a Man that
had had the Small Pox,not capable of[being infe6ted
again j this reviv'd that Notion, that the Infection
was all in the Air, that there was no fuch thing as
Contagion from the fick People to the Sound j and
fo ftrongly did this Whimfy prevail among Peo^
they run all together promifcuoufly, fick
and well i not the Mahometans^ who^ prepoffefs'd
with the Principle of Predeftination value nothing
of Contagion, let it be in what it will, could be
more obftinate than the People of London 5 they
that were perfectly found, and came out of the
pie, that

wholefome Air,

as

we

call it, into

the City,

made

nothing of going into the fame Houfes and Chambers nay even into the fame Beds, with thofe that
had the Diflemper uppn them, and were not recovered.

Some

indeed paid for their audacious Boldneft

with the Price of their Lives 5 an infinite Num-:
ber fell fick, and the Phyficians had more Work
than ever, only with this Difference, that more of
their Patients recovered; that is to fay, they generally recovered, but certainly there were more People infected, and fell fick now, when there did not
die above a Thoufand, or Twelve Hundred in a
Week, than there was when there died Five or
Six Thoufand a Week; fo entirely negligent were
the People at that Time, in the great and dangerous
Cafe of Health and Infedlion ; and fo ill were
they able to take or accept of the Advice of
^hofe

who

cautioned them for their Good.

^

'
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People being thus return'd,

of

were in geit was very Itrange to find, that in their inquiring after their Friends, fome whole Families
were lb entirely fwept away, that there was no Remembrance of them left 5 neither was any Body to
be found to poffefs or Ihew any Title to that little
they had left j for in fuch Cafes, what was to be
found was generally embezzled, and purloyn'd fome
as it

neral,

gone one way, fome another.
It wasfaid fuch
as the univerfal

abandon'd EffedsjCame to theKing
Heir,upon which we were told, and I

fuppofe it was in part true , that the King granted all
fuch as Deodands to the Lord Mayor and Court of
Aldermen of London^ to be applied to the ufe of the
Poor, of whom there were very many For it is to
be obferv'd, that tho' theOccafions of Relief, and
the Objedts of Diftrefs were very many more in the
Time of the Violence of the Plague, than now
after ail was over> yet the Diilrefs of the Poor was
more now, a great deal than it was then, becaufe
all the Sluces of general Charity were now fhut
People fuppos'd the main Occafion to be over, and
fo ftop'd their Hands 5 whereas particular Objeds
were Hill very moving, and the Diftrefs of thofe
that were Poor, was very great indeed.
Tho' the Health of the City was now very much
reftor'd, yet Foreign Trade did not begin to ftir,
neither would Foreigners admit our Ships into their
Ports for a great while 5 as for the Dutch^ the Mifunderftandings between our Court and them had broken out into a War the Year before 5 fo that our
Trade that way was wholly interrupted 5 but Spain
and Portugal^ Italy and Barbary^ as alfo Hamburgh^
and all the Ports in the Baltick^ thefe were all fhy
of us a" great while, and would not reftore Trade with
:

us for

many Months,

The
as I

Diftemper fweeping away fuch Multitudes,
have obferv'd, many, if not all the out Pariflies
4-

were

{

i

^

(

'

^
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were oblig'd to make new burying Grounds, befldes that I have mention'd in Bunhil-Fields^ fome
of which were continued, and remain in Ufe to
this Day j but others were left off, and which, I
confefs, I mention with fome Reflc6tion, being
converted into other Ufes, or built upon afterwards,
the dead Bodies were difturb'd, abus'd, dug up
again, fome even before the FlelTi of them was perifhed from the Bones, and remov'd like Dung or
Rubbifh to other Placesj fome of thofe which came
within the Reach of my Obfervation, are as follow.

A

Ground beyond Gofwel Street,
being fome of the Remains of
the old Lines or Fortifications of the City, where
Abundance were buried promifcuoufly from the Parifhes of Alderfgate^ Clerkenwell^ and even out of
1.

piece of

near Mount-Mill^

the City.

made

This Ground,

as I

take

it,

was

fincc

Phyfick Garden, and after that has been
built upon.
2. A piece of Ground juft over the Black Ditch
as it was then call'd, at the end of HoUoway Lane^
in ShoreditchV-xnih', it has been fince made a Yard
for keeping Hogs, and for other ordinary Ufes, but
is quite out of Ufe as a burying Ground.
3. The upper End of Hand- Alley in Bijhopfgate
Street, which was then a green Field, and was taken in particularly for Bijhopfgate Pariih, tho' many
of the Carts out of the City brought their dead
thither alfo, particularly out of thcParifh of St.^//hallows on the JVall j this Place I cannot mention
without much Regret, it was, as I remember, about
two or three Year after the Plague was ceas'd that
Sir Robert Clayton came to be pofleft of the Ground;
it was reported, how true I know not, that it fell
to the King for want of Heirs, all thofe who had
any Right to it being carried off by the Peftiience,
gi)d that Sir Robert Clayton obtain'd a Grant of it
a
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But however he came by
it, certain it is, the Ground was let out to build
on, or built upon by his Order
The firft Houfe
built upon it was a large fair Houfe flill ftanding,
which faces the Street, or Way, now call'd Handjdlky^ which, the' call'd an Alley^ is as wide as a
fi'om

Charles

II.

:

Street

:

The Houfes

in the

fame

Row

with that

Houfe Northward, are built on the very fame
Ground where the poor People were buried, and
the Bodies on opening the Ground for the Foundations, were dug up',
fome of them remaining fo
plain to be feen, that the Womens Sculls were diitinguifh'd by their long Hair, and of others, the
Flelli was not quite perifhed j fo that the People began to exclaim loudly againll it, and fome fuggefted
that it might endanger a Return of the Contagion After which the Bones and Bodies, as fliil as
they came at them, were carried to another part of
the fame Ground, and thrown all together into a
deep Pit, dug on purpofe, which now is to be
:

known, in that it is not built on, but is a Paflage
to another Houfe, at the upper end of Rofe Jlley^
juft againft the Door of a Meeting-houfe,which has
been built there many Years fincej and the Ground
is pahfadoed ofF from the reft of the Paflage, in a
little fquare, there lye the Bones and Remains of
near
thoufand Bodies, carried by the DeadCarts to to their Grave in that one Year.
4. Befides this, there was a piece of Ground in
Moorjields^ by the going into the Street which is
now call'd Old Bethlem^ which was enlarg'd much,
tho' not wholly taken in on the fame occalion.
]Sf. B. The Author of this Journal, lyes
buried
in that very Ground, being at his own Defire, his
Sifter having been buried there a few Years, be-

Two

fore.

extending it felf from the Eaft
LQndon to the' Nortp, even to the very

f. Stepney Parifti,

part of

Edge

I

'

^

Edge of Shoreditch Church-yard, had a piece of
Ground taken in to bury their Dead, clofe to the
faid Church-yardj and which for that very Reafon was
(ince, I fuppofe, taken into the fame
and they had alfo two other burying
Places in Spittkfields^ one where fince a Chapel or
Tabernacle has been built for eafe to this great
Parilh, and another in Petticoat-lane.
There were no lefs than Five other Grounds
made ufe of for the Parifh of Stepney at that time
one where now ftands the Parifh Church of Sr.
PauVs Shadwel^ and the other, where now ftands
the Parifh Church of St. John at IVapping^ both
that time,
which had not the Names of Parifhes
but were belonging to Stepney Parifh.
I cou'd name many more, but thefe coming
within my particular Knowledge, the Circumftarice
from
I thought made it of Ufe to record them
the whole, it may be obferv'd, that they were oblig'd in this Time of Diftrefs, to take in new burying Grounds in moft of the out Parifhes, for laying the prodigious Numbers of People which died
in fo fhort a Space of Time 3 but why Care was not
taken to keep thofe Places feparate from ordinary
Ufes, that fo the Bodies might refl undifturb'd,
that I cannot anfwer for, and mufl confefs, I think ic
was wrong 5 who were to blame, 1 know not.
I fhould have mention'd, that the Quakers had
at that time alfo a burying Ground, fet a-part to
their Ufe, and which they ftill make ufe of, and
they had alfo a particular dead Cart to fetch their
Dead from their Houfes 5 and the famous Solomon
who, as I mentioned before, had predid:ed the
Plague as a Judgment, and run naked thro* the
left

open,and

Church-yard

is

J

Streets, telling the People, that it

was come upon

them, to punifh them for their Sins, had his own
Wife died the very next Day of the Plague,
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and was carried one of the firft in the Quakefs
dead Cart^ to their new burying Ground.
1 might have throng'd this Account with many
more remarkable Things, which occur'din the Time
*6f the Infe6l:ion5 and particuhirly what pafs'd between the Lord Mayor and the Court, which was
then at Oxford^ and what Directions were from
time to time rcceiv'd from the Government for
But really
their Condufton this critical Occafion.
the Court concern'd themfelves fo little, and that
little they Jdid was of fo fmall Import, that I do
not fee it of much Moment to mention any Part
of it here, except that of appointing a Monthly
Fall in the City, and the fending the Royal Charity to the Relief of the Poor, both which I have
mention'd before.
Great was the Reproach thrown on thofe Phyficians

who

left their

Patients during the Sicknefs,

and now they came to Town again, no Body car'd
to employ them j they were call'd Deferters, and
frequently Bills were fet up upon their Doors, and
written, Here is a Do6lor to be let ! So that feveral
of thofe Phyficians were fain for a while to fit ftill
and look about them, or at leaft remove their Dwellings, and fct up in new Places, and among new
Acquaintance i the like was the Cafe with the Clergy,
who the People were indeed very abufive to, writing Verfes and fcandalous Reflections upon them,
fctting upon the Church Door, here is a Pulpit to
he let^ or fometimes to he fold^ which was worfe.
It was not the leaft of our MisfortuneSjthat with
our Infection, when it ceafed, there did notceafe the
Spirit of Strife and Contention,Slander and Reproach,
which was really the great Troubler of the Nation's
Peace before: It was^faid to be the Remains of the
old Animollties, which had fo lately involv'd us all
But as the late ACt of Inin Blood and Diforder.
demnity had laid aOeep the Quarrel it felf, fo the
Govern-

the
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Government had recommended Family and Perfonal Peace upon all Occafions, to the whole Nation.

But it cou'd not be obtain'd, and particularly after
the ceafing of the Plague in London^ when any one
that had feen the Condition which the People had
been iY), and how they carefs'd one another at that
time, promis'd to have more Charity for the future,
and to raife no more Reproaches: I fay, any one
had feen them then, would have thought they
would have come together with another Spirit at
laft.
But, I fay, it cou'd not be obtain'd j the Quarel remain'd,
the Church and the Prefbyterians
were incompatible 5 as foon as the Plague was remov'd, the diffenting outcd Minifters who had
fupplied the Pulpits, which were deferted by the
Incumbents, retir'd, they cou'd expert no other ;
but that they fhould immediately fall upom them,
and harrafs them, with their penal Laws, accept
their preaching while they were fick, and perfecutc
them as foon as they were recover'd again, this even
we that were of the Church thought was very
hard, and cou'd by no means approve of it.
But it was the Government, and we cou'd fiy
nothing to hinder it 5 we cou'd only fiy, it was not
our doing, and we could not anfwer for it.
On the other Hand, the DilTenters reproaching
thofe Minifters of the Church with going away,
and deferting their Charge, abandoning the People
in their Danger,
and when they had moft need of
Comfort and the like, this we cou'd by no means
approve 5 for all Men have not the fame Faith, and
the fame Courage, and the Scripture commands us
to judge the moil favourably, and according to Chathat

rity.

A

Plague

is

with Terrors,
fortified to

a formidable

that every

refift,

Enemy,

Man

is

and is arm'd
not fufficiently

or prepar'd to ftand the

Shock
againft

i
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againft:

It

is

very

certain, that

a great

many

of the Clergy, who were in Circumftances to do ir^
withdrew, and fled for the Safety of their Lives
5
but 'tis true alfo, that a great many of them ftaid,
and many of them fell in the Calamity, and in the
Difcharge of their Duty.
It is true, fome of the Diflenting turn'd out Minifters ftaid, and their Courage is to be commended, and highly valued, but thefe were not abundance 5 it cannot be faid that they all ftaid, and
that none retir'd into the Country, any more than
it can be faid of the Church Clergy,
that they all

went away 5 neither did all thofe that went away,
go without fubftituting Curates, and others in their
Places, to do the Offices needful, and to vifit the
Sick, as far as it was prafticable; fo that upon the
whole, an Allowance of Charity might have been

made on both

Sides, and we fhould have confider'd,
thatfuch a time as this of 1
65f, is not to be parallel'd
it is not the ftouteft Courage
that will always fupport Men in fuch Cafes
I had
i
not faid this, but had rather chofen to record
the Courage and religious Zeal of thofe of both
Sides, who did hazard themfelves for the Service of
the poor People in their Diftrefs, without remembring that any fail'd in their Duty on either fide.
But the want of Temper among us, has made
the contrary to this neceflary fome that ftaid, not
only boafting too much of themfelves, but reviling thofe that fled, branding them with Cowardice,
delerting their Flocks, and ading the Part of the
Hirleing, and the like I recommend it to the Charity of all good People to lookback, and reflet duly
upon the Terrors of the Time 5 and whoever does
fo will fee, that it is not an ordinary Strength
that
cou'd fupport it, it was not like appearing in the
Head of an Array, or charging a Body of Horfe
mthe Field i but ic was charging Death it felf

in Hiftory, and that

:

on
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Horfe 5 to ftay was indeed to die, and it
could be efteemed nothins lefs, efpecially as things
appear'd at the latter End of ^ugufi^ and the Beginning of September^ and as there was reafoii tb
expc6l them at that time 5 for no Man expeftedj
and I dare lay, believed, that the Diilemper would
take fo fudden a Turn as it did, and h\\ imrnediately zooo in a Week, when there was fuch a
prodigious Number of People fiek at that Tim^,
as it was known there was 5 and theft it was that
many {hifted away, that had ftay'd moft of the tiriid
Oil ills pale

before.
Belides, if Gbd gave Strength to fome more thaii
to others, was it to boafl: of their Ability to abidd
the Stroak, and upbraid thofethat hitd not thefartie
Gift and Support, or ought not they rather to haVe
been humble and thankful, if they werd render'i^
more ufeful than their Brethren ?
I think it ought to be recorded to the Honour of
fuch Men, as well Clergy as Phyficians, Sur-*
geons. Apothecaries 3 Magillrates and Officers of
every kind,as alfo all ufeful People^who ventufd their
Lives in Difcharge of their Duty, as moft cdftainly all fuch as ftay*d did to the laft Degree,
and feveral of all thefe Kinds did hot only ventufe
but lofe their Lives on that fad Occafion.
I was once making a Lilt of all fuch, 1 meat! of
all thofe Profeffidns and Employments, who thus
died, as I call it, in the way of their Duty, but it
was impollible for a private Man to come at a
Certainty in the Particulats j I only rcnilember, that
there died fixteen Clergy-nfieUj two Alderrnen, five
Phyficians, thirteen Surgeofisj within the City and
Liberties before the beginning of September : But
this being, as I faid before, the great Cnfls and Extremity of thelnfeclioUj it can be no compleat Lift As
to inferior People, I think thdrd died fiic and forty
:

T

Con-
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Conftables and Headboroiighs in the two PariHies of
Stepney and White-Chapel
but 1 could not carry
my Lill on, for when the violent Rage of the Di-y

ftemper in Septem}>er came upon us, it drove us out
of all Meafures Men did then no more die by Tale
and by Number, they might put out a Weekly
Bill, and call them leven or eight Thoufand, or
what they pleas'd ; 'tis certain they died by Heaps,
and were buried by Heaps, that is to fay without Account i and if I might believe fome People, who
were more abroad and more converfant with thofe
things than J, tho' I was public enough for one
that had no more Bufinefs to do than I had, I fay,
if I may believe them, there was not many lels buried thofe firft three Weeks in September than ioooo
fer Week j however the others aver the Truth of
it, yet I rather chufe to keep to the public Account
5
feven and eight thoufand per Week is enough to
make good all that 1 have faid of the Terror of thofe
;

and it is much to the Satisfa6tion of me
that write, as well as thofe that read, to be able to
fay, that every thing is fet down with Moderation,

Times j

and rather within Compafs than beyond it.
Upon all thefe Accounts I fay I could wifh, when
we were recover'd, our Condu6t had been more
diftinguifh'd for Charity and Kindnefs in Remembrance of the paft Calamity, and not fo much a
valuing our felves upon our Boldnefs in ftaying, as
if all Men were Cowards that fly from the Hand
of God, or that thofe, whoftay, do not fometimcs
owe their Courage to their Ignorance, and defpifing
the Hand of their Maker, which is a criminal kind
of Defperation, and not a true Courage.
I cannot but leave it upon Record, that the Civil
Officers, fuch as Conftables , Headboroughs , Lord
Mayor's, and SherifF's-men , as alfo Parifh-Officers,

whofe

Bufinefs

it

was

to take

Charge of the

Poor,.

did

the
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did their Duties in general with as
as

i/j

much Courage

any, and perhaps with more, becaufe their

was attended with more Hazards, and
among the Poor, who were more fubje(6t
fected and in the moft pitiful Plight

when

lay

Work
more

to be in-

they were

taken with the Infedion
But then it muft be added too, that a great Number of them died, indeed ic
was fcarce poffible it fhould be otherwife.
I have not faid one Word hereabout the Phyfick
or Preparations that we ordinarily made ufe of on this
:

terrible Occafion, I mean we that went frequently
abroad up and down Street, as I did 3 much of this
was talk'd of in the Books and Bills of our Quack
Doctors j of whom I have faid enough already*
It may however be added, that the College of Phyficians were daily pubhfhing feveral Preparations^
which they had confider'dof in the Procefs of their
Practice, and which being to be had in Print, I
avoid repeating them for that reafon.
One thing I could not help obferving, what befell one of the Quacks, who publifh'd that he had a
rnoli excellent Prefervative againft the Plague, which
whoever kept about them, fhould never be infe£led, or liable to Infc^ionj this Man, who we
may reafonably fuppofe, did not go abroad without
fome of this excellent Prefervathe in his Pocket, yet
was taken by the Diftemper, and carry'd off in two
or three Days
I am not of th? Number of the Phyfic-Hatersj
or Phyfic-Defpifers > on the contrary, 1 have often
mentioned the regard I had to' the Didates of my
particular Friend Dr. Heath
but yet 1 muft acknowledge, I made ufe of little or nothing, except
as I have obferv'd, to keep a Preparation of ftrong
Scent to have ready,^ in cafe I met with any thing
of offenfive Smells, or went too near any burying
place, or dead Body.

T

^

Neither

:

MEMO
Neither did

I do,

what

R

I

I

S

know fome

did,

keep"

the Spirits always high and hot with Cordials, and
Wine, and fuch things, and which, as I obferv'd, one
learned Phyfician ufed himfelf fo much to, as that
he could not leave them off when the Infection was
quite gone,

and fo became a Sot for

all his

Life

after.

Friend the Dodor us'd to fay,
1 remember,
that there was a certain Set of Drugs andPreparations,
which were all certainly good and ufeful in the cafe
of an Infedion j out of which, or with which, Phyllcians might make an infinite Variety of Medicines,
as the Ringers of Bells make feveral Hundred different Rounds of Mufick by the changing and Order of Sound but in fix Bellsj and that all thefePreparations fhall be really very good j therefore, (aid he, I do
not wonder that fo valla Throng of Medicines is offfer'd in thcprefent Calamity j and almoft every Phyfi-

my

cian prefcribes or prepares a different thing, as his
but, fays
or Experience guides him
iny Friend, let all-the^refcriptions of all the Phy-

Judgment

:

ficians in Loncionbe examined j and it will be found,
that they are all compounded of the fame things,
With fuch Variations only, as the particular Fancy
of the Do£tor leads him to j fo that, fays he, every

judging a little of his own Conftitution and
of
of his living, and Circumftances
his being infefted, may dire£t his own Medicines
Drugs
and
Preparations
ordinary
out of the
Only that, fays he, fome recommend one thing as
moft fovereign, and fome another j foine, fays he,
think that Pill. Ruff, which is call'd itfelf the Anti*
peftilential Pill, is the beft Preparation that can be
rrtade ; others think, that Femce Treacle is fufficient
of it felf to refill; the Contagion, and I, fays he,
think as both thefe think, viz. that the laft is good
to take beforehand to prevent it', and the laft, if
touch'd, to expel it. According to this Opinion. I

Man

manner

I

feveral

the

P
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took Venice Treacle and a found Sweat
upon it, and thought my felf as well fortified againft
the Infection as any one could be fortifyed by the
Power of Phyfic.
As for Quackery and Mountebank, of which the
Town was fo full, I liftened to none of them, and
have obferv'd often fince with fome Wonder, that
for two Years after the Plague, I fcarcely faw or
heard of one of them about Town. Some fancied
they were all fwept away in the Infeftion to a Man,
and were for calling it a particular Mark of God's
Vengeance upon them, for leading the poor People
into the Pit of Deftrudion, merely for the Lucre of
a Httle Money they got by them \ but I cannot go
that Length neither 5 that Abundance of them died
many of them came' within the Reach
is certain,
of my own Knowledge 3 but that all of them were
fwept off I much queftion j I believe rather, they
fled into the Country, and tryed their Practices
upon the People there, who were in Apprehenfion
of the Infection, before it came among them.
This however is certain, not a Man of them appear'd for a great while in or about London
there

feveral times

were indeed feveral Dodors, whopubhfhed

commending their

Bills, rcr

phyfical Preparations for
cleanfing the Body, as they call it, after the Plague^
and needful, as they faid, for fuch People to take,
feveral

who

had been vifited and had been cur'd^ whereas
I muft own, I believe that it was the Opinion of
the moft eminent Phyficians at that time, that the

was itfelf a fufficient Purge 5 and that
thofe who efcaped the Infeftion needed no Phylic
to cleanfe their Bodies of any other things $ the
running Sores, the Tumors, (^c. which were broke
Plague

and kept open by the Diredions of the Phyficians,
having fufirciently clcanfed them > and that all
other Diftempers and Caufes of Diftempers were
cffceiually carried off that ¥/
ay i and as the Phy-

T

5

ficians

:
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gave

this as their

of

Opinions, wherever they

came, the Quacks got httle Bufinefs.

There were indeed feveral Uttlc Hurries, which
happen'd after the Decreafe of the Plague, and
which whether they were contriv'd to fright and
diforder the Peopk, as fome irpagin'd, I cannot
fay, but fometim)2S we were told the Plague would
return by fuch a Timej
and the flimous Solomon
Eagle the naked Quaker, I have mention'd, prophefy'd evil Tidings every Day 5 and feveral others
telling' us
that London had not been fufficiently
fcourg'd, and the forcr and feverer Strokes were yet
behind j had they ftop'd tliere, or had they dd'ctnded to Particulars, and told us that the City ihould
the next Year be deftroycd by Fire 5 then indeed,
when we had feen it come to pafs, we fhould not
have been to blame to have paid more than a com-

mon Refpe£]: to their Proplieiick
we lliould have wonder'd at them,

Spirits,

at

leail:

aqd have been

in our Enquiries after the meaning
and whence they had the Fore- knowledge

iiiore ferious

of

it,

]3ut as they generally told us of a Relapfe into the
Plague, we have had no Concern lince that about

yet by thcfe frequent Clamours, we were
kept with fome kind of Apprehenfions conIfantly upon us, and if any died fuddenly, or if the
ipotted Fevers at any time increafed, we were prefently alarm'd j much more if the Number of the
Plague encreafed, for to the End of the Year, there
were always between z and 500 of the Plague j on
any of thefe Occafions, I fay , we \yere alarm'd
anew.
Tiiofe, who remember the City of London before
the Fire, mull remember, that therCx was then no
fuch Place as that we now call Newgate-MAtt.
Eut that in the Middle of the Street, which is now
call'd Bloiv-hladder Street^ and which had its Name
from the Butchers, who us'd to kill and drefs their

them
all

Sheep

the

P
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Sheep there j (and who it feems had a Cuflom to
blow up their Meat with Pipes to make it look
thicker and fatter than it was, and were punifh'd
there for it by the Lord Mayor) I fay, from the
End of the Street towards Newgate^ there ftood two
long Rows of Shambles for the felHng Meat.
It was in thofe Shambles, that two Perfons fal^
ling down dead, as they were buying Meat, gave
Rife to a Rumor that the Meat was all infeded.,
which tho' it might affright the People, and fpoil'd
the Market for

two

or three

Days

j

yet

it

appeared

Truth
Body can account for

plainly afterwards, that there" was nothing of

But no
in the Suggeftion
the Poffeffion of Fe'ar when
:

it

takes

hold of the

Mind.

However it pleas'd God by the continuing of the
Winter Weather to reflore the Health of the Ciby February following,
Diftemper quite ceas'd, and then

ty, that

we reckon'd the
we were not fo

eafily frighted again.

among the Learned,and
People a little, and that was,
in what manner to purge the Houfcs and Goods,
where the Plague had been ; and how to render
^them habitable again, which had been left empty
during the time of tlie l^lague ; Abundance of Perfumes and Preparations Vs^ere prefcrib'd by Phyficians, fome of one kind and fome of another, in
which the People, who liftened to them, put themfelves to a great, and indeed in my Opinion, to an
unneceffary Expence ; and the poorer People, who
only fet open their Windows Night and Day, burnt
Bri'mftone, Pitch, and Gun-powder and fuch things
There was ftill

at firft

it

a Queftion

perple^^'d the

*

Rooms,

did as well as the bell 5 nay, the
as I liiid above, came Home in
haft and at all Hazards, found little or no Inconvenience in their Houfcs nor in the Goods, and did
Jittle or nothing to them.
in their

eager People,

who

T

4

How-
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However,

of

prudent cautious People
did enter into fome Meafures for airing and fweetning their Houres,and burnt Per fumes, In cenfe, Benjamin, Rozin, and Sulphur in the Rooms clofe fhuc
tip, and then let the Air carry it all out with a
Blaft of Gun-powder ; others caufed large Fires to
be made all Day and all Night, for feveral Days and
Nights > by the fame Token, that two or three
were pleas'd to fet their Houfes on Fire, and fo effeftually fweetned them by burning them down to
the Ground 5 as p;articularly one at Ratcliff^ one in
Nolbourn^ md one
^eftminjier; befides two or
three that were fet on Fire, but theFire was happily
got our again, before it went far enough to burn
down the Houfes ; and one Citizen's Servant, I think
it

was

in general,

in T'hames Street

powder

,

into his Mailer's

carryed fo

Houfe

much Gun-

for clearing

the Infection, and managed it fo fooliihly,
blew up part of the Roof of the Houfe.
Time was not fully come, that the City
be purg'd by Fire, nor was it far off} for

it

of

that he

But the
was to
within

Nine Months niore I faw it ail lying in Afhes >
^hen, as fome of our Quacking Philofophers pretend, the Seeds of the Plague were entirely deftroy'd
and not before } a Notion too ridiculous to fpeak of
here, fince, had the Seeds of the Plague remain'd
in the Houfes, not to be deflroyed but by Fire,
how has it been, that they have not fince broken
out ? Seeing all thofe Buildings in the Suburbs and
Liberties, and in the great Pariilies of Stepney^ PVhite^

Chapel^ Aldgate^ Bijhopfgatey Shoreditch^ Cripplegate and St. Giles' 1^ where the Fire never came, and
where the Plague rag'd with the great li Violence,
remain ftill in the fame Condition they were in before.

'

But to leave thefe things juft as I found them, it
was certain, that thofe People, who were more th'aii
ordinarily

the
ordinarily cautious
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did take partis

what they called Seafoning of
and Abundance of coftly Things were
confum'd on that Account, which, I cannot but fay,
not only feafoned thofe Houfes, as they defir'd, but
fiird the Air with very grateful and wholefome
Smells, which others had the Share of the Benefit
of, as well as thofe who were at the Expences of
them.
cular Directions for

their Houfes,

And yet after all, tho' the Poor came to Town
very precipitantly, as I have faid, yet I mufl. fay,
the rich made no fuch Haftc} the Men of Bufinefe
indeed came up, but many of them did not bring
their Families to Town, till the Spring came on,
and that they faw Reafon to depend upon it, that
the Plague would not return.
The Court indeed came up foon after Chriftmas,
but the Nobility and Gentry, except fuch as depended upon, and had Employment under the Adr
miniftration, did not come fo foon.
I fhould have taken Notice here, that notwithftanding the Violence of the Plague in London and
in other Places, yet it was very obfervable, that it
was never on Board the Fleet; and yet for fomc
time there was a ftrange Prefs in the River, and
even in the Streets for Sea-Men to man the Fleet.
But it was in the Beginning of the Year, when the
Plague was fcarce begun, and not at all come down
tq that part of the City, where they ufually preft
for Seamen > and tho' a War with the Dutch was
not at all grateful to the People at that time, and the
Seamen went with a kind of Reluftancy into the
Service, and many complain'd of being drag'd into
it by Force, yet it prov'd in the Event a happy
Violence to fevera). of them, who had probably
perifh'd in the general Calamity, and who after the
Summer Service was over, tho' they had Caufe to
lament

;
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lament the Defolation of their Families, who, when
they came back, were many of them in their
Graves 3 yet they had room to be thankful, that
they were carried out of the Reach of it, tho' fo
much againft their Wills 5 we indeed had a hot
War with the Dutch that Year, and one very great
Engagement at Sea, in which the Dutch were
worfted but we loft a great many Men and fome
Ships.
But, as I obferv'd, the Plague was not in
the Fleet, and when they came to lay .up the Ships
in the River, the violent part of it began to abate.
I would be glad, if I could clofe the Account of
this melancholy Year with fome particular Examples hiftoricaily j
I mean of the Thankfulnefs to
God our Preferver for our being delivered from this
dreadful Calamity > certainly the Circumftances of
the Deliverance, as well as the terrible Enemy we
were delivered from, cali'd upon the whole Nation
for it; the Circumftances of the Deliverance were
indeed very remarkable, as 1 have in part mention'd
already, and particularly the dreadfulCondition,which
we were all in, when we were, to the Surprize of
the whole Town, made joyful with the Hope of a
Stop of the Infe6lion.
Nothing, but the immediate Finger of God, nothing, but omnipotent Power could have done it
the Contagion defpifed all Medicine, Death rag'd
in e\Try Corner; and had it gone on as it did
then, a few Weeks more would have clear'd the
Town of all, and every thing that had a Soul Men
every where began to defpair, every Heart fail'd
them for Fear, People were made dcfperate thro' the
Anguifti of their Souls, and the Terrors ofDcath
fat in the very Faces and Countenances of the
:

People.

In that very Moment,
fay,

when we might

Vain was the Help of

Man

5

I lay in

very well
that very

Moment:

^
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prize, to caufe the

Fury of it to abate, even

and the Mahgnity decHning,
finite
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God, with amoft agreeable Surofitfelf,

have faid, tho' inNumbers were fick, yet fewer died j and the
as I

very firft Week's Bill decreafed 1843, a vaft Number indeed
It is impoflible to exprefs the Change that appear'd in the very Countenances of the People, that
5l;^r/^^jj'Morning,when the Weekly Bill came out 3 it
might have been perceived in their Countenances, that
a fccret Surprize and Smile of Joy fat on every Bodies
Facej they fhook one another by the Hands in the
Streets, who would hardly go on the fame Side of the
way with one another before 5 where the Streets were
not too broad, they would open their Windows and
call from one Houfe to another, and afk'd how
they did, and if they had heard the good News,
that the Plague was abated 5 Some would return
when they faid good News, and afk, what good News ?
and when they anfwered, that the Plague was abated, and the Bills decreafed almoft 2000, they would
cry out, God be praifed j and would weep aloud for
Joy, telling them they had heard nothing of it 5 and
fuch was the Joy of the People that it was as it
were Life to them from the Grave. I could almoft
fet down as many extravagant things done in the Ex!

cels of their Joy, as of their Grief 5 but that would
be to lefTen the Value of it.
I muft confefs my felf to have been very much dejected juil before this happen'd j for the prodigiousNumber that were taken fick the Week or two before,
befides thofe that died, was fuch, and the Lamentations were fp great every where, that a Man muft
have feemed to have aded even againft his Reafon,
and as
if he had fo much as expc6ted to efcape j
there was hardly a Houfe, but mine, in all my Neighbourhood, but what was infected fo had it gone on
5,

^§4
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would not have been long, that there would
have been any more Neighbours to be infedted j
indeed it is hardly credible, what dreadful Havock
the laft three Weeks had made, for if I might believe the Perfon, whofe Calculations I always found,
very well grounded, there were not lefs than joooo

it

People dead, and near loo thoufand

Weeks

fallen fick in

Numbei* that
fickened was furprifing,^ indeed it was aftoniHiing,
and thofe whofe Courage upheld them all the time
before, funk under it now.
In the Middle of their Diftrefs, when the Condition of the City of London was fo truly calamitous, juft then it pleafed God, as it were, by his immediate Hand to difarm this Enemy 5 the Poyfon
was taken out of the Sting, it was wonderful, even
the Phyficians thcmfelves were furprized at it 5
wherever they vifitcd, they found their Patients
tlje

three

I fpeak ofy for the

had fweated kindly, or the Tumours were broke, or the Carbuncles went down,
and the Inflammations round them chang'd Colour, or the Fever was gone, or the violent Headach was afTwag'd, or fome good Symptom was in
the Cafe fo that in a few Days, every Body wa?
recovering, whole Families that were infe6ted and
down, that had Minifters praying with them, and
cxpefted Death every Hour , were revived an(|
healed, and none died at all out of them.
Nor was this by any new Medicine found out^
or new Method of Cure difcovered, or by any Experience in the Operation, which the Phyfician?
or Surgeons had attained to ; but it was evidently
from the fecret invifible Hand of him, that had at
and
firft fent this Difeafe as a Judgment upon us
better, either they

the Atheiftic part of Mankind call my Saying
what they pleafe, it is no Enthufiafm ; it was
acknowledg'd at that time by all Ma,nkind theDif-

let

this

5,

eafo

the

?LAGV^.

was enervated, and its Maligmty fpent, and let it
proceed from whencefoever it will, let the Philofopbers fearch for Reafons in Nature to account £ot
and labour as much as they will to lefTen the
it by,

cafe

to their Maker 5 thofe Phyfician%
hadtheleaft Share of Religion in them, wefg

Debt they owe

who

acknowledge that it was all fupernatural,'
was excraotdinary, and that no Account could

oblig'd to

that

it

be given of

it.

If I fhould fay, that this is a vifible Summons to
us all to Thsnkfulnefs, efpecially we that were under the Terror of its Increafe, perhaps it may be
thought by fome, after the Senfe of the thing was'
over, an officious canting of religious things, preach-^
ing a Setmon inftead of writing a Hiftory, making
my ielf a Teacher inftead of giving my Obfervations of things ; and this reftrains me very much
from going on here, as I might 0therwife do : Bafe
if ten Leapers wei^e healed, and but one returrt'd to
give Thanks, I defire to be as that one, and to be

thankful for

itiy felf.

but there \Verc Abundance of
People who to all Appearance were very thankful at
that time > for their Mouths were ftop'd, even the
Mouths of thofe, whofe Heatts were not extraordinary long afFeded with it: But the Impreffionwas
fo ftrong at that time, that it could not bereliftedj
no not by the worft of the People.
It was a common thing to meet People in the
Street, that were Strangers, and that we knew no-

Nor

thing at

will I deny,

all

of^

expreffing

their Surprize.

Going

one Day thro* Jldgate^ and a pretty many Pedpte
being paffing and repaffing, there comes a Matt
out of the End of the Minorm^ and lodkitig a litife
up the Street and down , he throws his Hands
abroad, Lord^ what an uilfer^im is here ! Why^
laft Week I came along here, and hardly any Body

was
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another Man, I heard him, adds
to his Words, 'tis all wonderful, 'tis all a Dream :
Blefled be God, fays a third Man, aud let us give
Thanks to him, for 'tis all his own doing
Human Help and human Skill was at an End. Thefe
were all Strangers to one another But fuch Salutations as thefe were frequent in the Street every
Day J and inSpightof a loofe Behaviour, the very
common People went along the Streets^ giving God
Thanks for their Deliverance.
It was now, as Ifaid before, the People had caft off
all Apprehenfions, and that too fall i indeed we were
to be feen

j

:

:

no more afraid now to pafs by a Man with a white
Cap upon his Head, or with a Cloth wrapt round
his Neck, or with his Leg limping, occafion'd by
the Sores in his Groyn, all which were frightful
to the laft Degree, but the Week before > but now
the Street was full of them, and thefe poor recovering Creatures, give them their Due, appear'd very
fenfible of their unexpeded Deliverance >
and f
fhould wrong them very much) if I fhould not acknowledge, that I believe many of them were really
thankful} but I mufl: own, that for the Generality
of the People it might too juftly be faid of them,
as was faid of the Children of Ifrael^ after their being delivered from the Hoft of Pharaoh^ when they
pafled the Red-Sea^ and look'd back, and faw the
Egyptians overwhelmed in the Water, viz. That
they fang his Praife ,
but they foon forgot his
IVorks.

I cap

go no

farther here, I {hould be counted
and perhaps unjuft, if I fhould enter
into the unpleafant Work of refleding:, whatever
Caufe there was for it, upon the Unthankfulnefs
and Return of all manner of Wickednefs among us,
which I was fo much an Eye-Witnefs of my felf j

cenforious,

I fhall

:

the

P

I Ihall conclude the

L A G U E?
Account of

287

calamitous Year
therefore with a coarfe but fincere Stanza of my
own, which I plac'd at the End of my ordinary
Memorandums, the fame Year they were written

A

dreadful Plague in

this

London was^

In fhe Tear Sixty Five^

Which fivept an Hundred I'houfand

Away^

yet

Souls

I alive!
H. F,

FINIS.
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